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Interestingly, Daylight Savings Time begins today, and tonight we will experience a full moon. How appropriate that today in the second reading and in the Gospel, we find the word “light.” In the second reading, “Jesus destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light.” 
When was the last time you had something so glorious happen in your life that you wished it would never end? Do you remember where you were, who was with you, what you were doing? When was your last mountain top experience?

The expression “mountaintop experience” is commonly used in the English language to describe any transcendent or awe inspiring event whether it actually happens on a mountain or not. All of us have had mountaintop experiences –mystical moments when we see the world with new eyes -- times when we have felt the presence of God up close and personal-- vivid and memorable occasions when the beauty and splendor and mystery of God breaks into our everyday lives and for a fleeting moment takes our breath away and leaves us with a profound sense of awe and wonder. It may happen in an encounter with nature, while holding a new baby, on a retreat, while falling in love, during moments of compassion.
In today’s Gospel, we hear a sacred story recounting a moment in the life of Jesus when his physical appearance was transfigured from the ordinary stuff of everyday existence into the supernatural and sacred. 

The text opens with Jesus taking his closest friends - Peter, James, and John up to the mountaintop for some quiet time away from the busyness of life. Or at least, that is what the disciples thought it was going to be. They had no idea what lie before them: a transformative moment that would forever change their lives. They see Jesus transfigured before their eyes.  They see him standing there glowing and radiant and the text says that: “His clothes became white as light.” Clearly, The light of God’s divine glory was shining through Jesus for everyone to see. With him are Moses and Elijah, the supermen of the Old Testament sharing in this mountaintop experience.
The disciples weren’t able to fully comprehend what was occurring. All they knew was something strange and wonderful was happening.  Had you and I been there, we all would be whipping out our cell phones to snap a picture of this phenomenon for Instagram or Facebook. However, since advanced technology was not available to the disciples, Peter wanted to freeze the moment. He wanted to set up a little camp and stay on the mountain forever. 
But suddenly, a bright cloud overshadowed Peter, James and John, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” Peter is told to stop his busyness so that he can see Jesus in a new light. The disciples are being called to see God in Jesus and Jesus in them. 

Then, Jesus, of course, did what He always does—reached out to make the situation better; sought to bring some healing and peace. 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise, and do not be afraid.” First Jesus touches. Then they rise. It is in their rising that they allowed God to render their fears powerless.
This was as much the disciples’ transfiguration as it was Jesus’.” After all, Jesus did not become something he was not before that night on the mountain. He was always radiating the divine light. Jesus didn’t change, but his disciples did. They became the light; humanity illumined with and by divinity. 
Truly, mountaintop experiences are sacred. Whether it’s the transfiguration of a caterpillar into a butterfly or a sexually marginalized person finding their voice and living authentically.

We can’t manufacture them or conjure them up on demand. As often as not they come without warning, when we least expect them. They provide us with an opportunity to recognize God’s voice in our own life. They only thing they require of us is to be present, to stop and to listen. Sometimes, that is easier said than done. I don’t know about you, but sometimes I suffer from spiritual Attention Deficit Disorder. I get distracted by what I perceive are “important things.” I miss opportunities to be Jesus’ light in the lives of others. 
The Transfigurations presents us with a beautiful blueprint for Lent. It offers us an opportunity to free ourselves from the distractions of life, to strip away what is unimportant, and to see Jesus with new eyes - to let God touch our hearts and minds -- to raise us up so that we can become a witness to God’s glory radiating around us.
God is calling us to a transfigured way of existing. It is an existence that seeks justice and mercy, and living authentically and loving without borders or boundaries.
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