Homily Starter for Holy Family December 30, 2018
What Do We Mean when we say a Holy Family?

Traditional Approach for which Jesus, Mary and Joseph are offered as a model:

· Parental piety is seen as loving care and protection; nurturing guidance; example of strength and wisdom.

· The child’s filial piety is seen as submissive obedience to the parents, and unquestioning acceptance of their wisdom. The seeking of one’s own wisdom and self-development is simply deferred, or can even be squelched. 

· *All of this is seen as holy self-sacrifice on both sides of the relationship, for the good f the whole. In days of old the church used to refer to this as the economy of salvation, with each individual having his or her static role to play, each having a special irreplaceable part in God’s plan. 
BUT… in the real world, things just aren’t that static! There is development.
· Children grow up

· Cultures change

· People grow into new roles, develop new capabilities, have new gifts to offer.

An interesting example of the complexity of real living can be found in Michelle Obama’s new book about her own growth and development called Becoming. Michelle tells of her growing up on Chicago’s South Side, of her striving to get the very best education she could, and ultimately, to find the best ways to create a multiplier effect making her becoming a means of others’ becoming  as well. Michelle’s account is a marvelous example of the examined life – of open and honest self-awareness, self-assessment, and consequently, of real growth and development. 
Michelle had ambitions from a very young age. Her parents, who did not have the benefit of a great deal of education, were nevertheless very wise. Her father, Fraser Robinson, worked as a boiler tender at a Chicago water treatment center, and was diagnosed with MS at a very young age. He worked his entire life. He and his wife, Marian, chose not to become home owners, but to rent an apartment on the upper floor of an aunt and uncle’s home. They decided to save their money for their children’s education, and not to be “house poor” with a mortgage. They taught Michelle and her brother, Craig, to value education, and they were active in  PTA,  and sought the best public education available for the children, even though it meant long bus rides for Michelle. They did not, however, push the children in any particular direction. The parents’ support was strong and real, without being self-referent. The Robinson children were not raised to reach the unattained goals of their parents! While they were totally supportive and enabling of Michelle’s dream as it unfolded, it was with an open understanding of  the unfolding nature of Michelle’s change and development. 
Michelle experienced her Mom and Dad’s relationship as not cookie cutter for the ‘60’s. It was a true partnership, and Michelle believes her own fierce independent spirit is inherited from them! And she believes that their openness to her striving for independence has stood her in good stead, not only for growth in independence, but also for growth in compassion. She says that her parents helped her to become a strong self for others. Their example kept her from seeking instant gratification, and also helped prevent her from compromising her own goals (even when she married and was also supporting the goals of a husband with political aspirations). 

Michelle as parent and mentor to others:

· Was able to make a self-aware and conscious decision to give her own children their space to become themselves at their own pace!

· Michelle’s reflective self-awareness was key to her own healthy self-development and to her understanding that she can contribute to such healthy self-awareness in others. She knows that development is a lifelong process – and one that is intricately bound up with others. The three sectio0ns of her book are: Becoming Me; Becoming Us; and Becoming More……
· Applying the principles learned from being mentored by loving parents, Michelle has gone on to successfully mentor countless others without judgment, and without self-reference. Those who have been the beneficiaries can tell us it’s not about Michelle! Whether it was partnering with Barack – (he with his purpose of elective politics, she with her advocacy of South Side young people) – or raising their family while at the same time maintaining her own professional edge, Michelle has known how to be her own person and at the same time a vital member of the community and its unfolding development. 
Family is a metaphor (if we really think about it) for all human community – all human relationship and interaction. In other words, for all of life’s journey.

The question I would like for us to ponder today is this: What makes a family or a community holy? Let the discussion begin!
