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Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Ps. 128
Col. 3:12-21

Luke 2:22-40

Perhaps you’ve heard these words belted out in a television commercial:

Buy your new car from us. You pay what we pay, we treat you like family!

Or in pre-Covid days, you could be sharing a coffee with someone telling you of a time someone treated that person “just like I was family.”

For many of us the very word “family” conjures up a panoply of meanings: good times, security, kindness, and love. Others have darker memories, of loneliness, mistreatment, neglect, or even abandonment.

The American Heritage Dictionary offers eleven definitions of the word family. No one meaning can perfectly describe each of our experiences. Tolstoy begins Anna Karenina describing the conditions of family: “Each happy family is alike and each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”

Historically family might be defined as individuals united by common blood. Clansmen and women of the Scottish Highlands, tribesmen and women of Sub Saharan Africa, to name a few groups are people with blood as the common bond. The eleventh definition in the dictionary refers to a group of elements with similar chemical properties. These elements are arranged on the Periodic Table in a vertical column. Geographic proximity and common language may be another way to define a family group.
Just two days ago, we celebrated again the birth of Jesus to a young husband and wife, now known as the Holy Family. From the outside, they look like any family with a new baby, lots to do, so much responsibility, tasks that never seem to end. One thing is sure, their lives will never be the same again. 
The readings for today give us advice from the Old Testament, St. Paul and Luke’s Gospel. Each offers us some words of wisdom in being family: respect, kindness, loving each other from Sirach. Paul’s advice is to bear with one another and be ready to forgive. Not just sometimes, but to forgive in the same way God forgives us. And don’t forget to be grateful. Paul reminds us that we are truly one because God has first loved us and given us Jesus.
Luke’s narrative of Simeon and Anna, two holy elders whose entire lives were spent in waiting for God’s promised Messiah. Mary and Joseph, themselves devout Jews, came to the Temple to fulfill their obligation as new parents. What they received in return was the prophecies of these two, holy people.

As we celebrate this feast today, we are reminded we too, as part of God’s creation belong to God’s holy ones. All of creation. What we know, what we don’t know, what we see and cannot yet see, the people who have gone before us, the people yet to be born, all of it, The family. Our family.

We are each connected, all related to each other. Pope Frances wrote in Laudito Si
Everything is connected and in relationship. Human life is connected to God, to others and to creation. What we do with that connectedness is a choice we make every day. Our choices have been a it limited because of the pandemic, thus for everyone’s health and safety, we must keep our distance, not gather, wear a mask, get the vaccine.

What we can choose to do is continue to make phone call, zoom call, send e mail. We can strengthen those relationships by a caring, thoughtful word. There are other ways we help people we don’t know, helping with money, giving paper products and non-perishables to shelters and foodbanks. As a result of many people working from home, we help the air quality of our planet, a good thing for all of us. Let’s don’t forget the power of prayer. When we pray for those in need, the first responders, nurses and doctors, we lift them up in gratitude and pray for strength. Our prayer for compassion, peace and justice changes us too. The family of God is strengthened, there is more light, more hope.
These actions make us the Holy Family and today we celebrate our connectedness.
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