Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
15th Sunday OTB, July 11, 2021
Amos 7:12-15; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:6-13; Psalm 85, Let us see your faithfulness and give us your saving help.  

Today we begin reading Paul’s letter to his community at Ephesus, and we’ll continue this letter over the next five Sundays. Inwriting to the Ephesians, Paul gets deeper and deeper in his understanding of what Matthew Fox has called the Mystery of the Cosmic Christ – that before we were even conceived, we were chosen, and we were called to be many but one in God. Sounding a lot like Teilhard, Paul says, From before the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and blameless and full of love … we were willed an inheritance … we were predestined to praise the glory of the Most High. We’re not predestined in the Calvinistic sense of being having a pre-assigned one-way ticket to heaven or hell. But since we are made in God’s own image and likeness, there’s no way around our ultimate destiny. We are called out of an eternal Now to be in this temporal world – this day, this moment -- as God is in this world – this day, this moment -- holy and blameless and full of love.  


Of course, as we travel though life, each of us will respond differently to this call. In our first reading, we heard a bit of the story of Amos. Amos was not from a lineage of prophets, and he belonged to no brotherhood of prophets. By his own admission, he was a rough, uncultured man. Amos was an uneducated sheep herder who pruned sycamore trees as a side hustle. But for reasons known only to God, God’s call to Amos was to leave his flocks in the Southern and go to the Northern Kingdom of Israel to prophesy. And Amos did exactly that.   

In Amos’ time, that Northern Kingdom of Israel was prosperous, but it was also corrupt and unjust to its neighbors to the South. It was religious in its liturgies, but hypocritical in its lack of compassion for the poor. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had become complacent in its relationship with God. And Amos minced no words in castigating the “top1%” for how they treated the rest of the population. It didn’t seem to bother Amos that he was an upstart from the wrong side of the tracks, nobody special. And that the official prophets of Israel were only too happy to remind him of that.  Yet even when his fiery prophetic words were rejected, Amos stood his ground. God called him, God chose him, and Amos responded with his whole being, not counting the cost.

The Twelve who followed Jesus responded to their call as well. But their call came with a few more explicit instructions than Amos’ call did. They were told by Jesus not only what to do but how to do it as well. They were instructed to proclaim repentance. Cast out demons. Anoint sick people with oil. But only after they had left all their belongings behind. They were to take with them no bread. No bag. No money. Not even an extra tunic. Just a walking stick. 
Now one way to interpret this is to say that Jesus wanted the apostles to be completely dependent on God, manifested in their partners and in the people they would meet along the way. And that’s one good way to look at today’s Gospel. But I think another interpretation might be to say that Jesus realized that a ministry that’s weighed down with our personal baggage might not be much of a ministry at all. 

We are who we are, and God loves us as we are. So I’m not suggesting we can ever fully leave our individual agendas behind. But I do believe that when Jesus tells the Twelve to take nothing for their journey, we might think of that as an instruction in how to be in this world if we are going to do anything to manifest the God who dwells in us. We’re each called to do something different. But how we do it should be the same for all of us. Metaphorically, Jesus invites us all to leave our own personal baggage behind so that we can be present in the moment to whomever we are called to love and serve. If our baggage gets in the way of that, leave it behind.  


In last week’s Gospel, we heard that Jesus wasn’t able to work any miracles in his hometown of Nazareth. And we’re led to believe that was because, as Jesus said, prophets are without honor in their hometown and among their relatives and friends. In other words, the people had little faith. But in my reflection on this Gospel, I wonder if it might also be true that this very human Jesus – at the very beginning of his ministry -- was trying a little too hard. Maybe he was hoping to impress his Mom, his family, and his neighbors. Maybe he was anxious about how he would perform. Maybe Jesus was bringing some of his own baggage to his ministry. This is speculation, of course; none of us can say if it’s true or not. But what we can do is reflect on a human Jesus who might make mistakes, who might learn from his mistakes, and who might then try to direct his followers along a path that would result in a more fruitful ministry in response to their call. Why shouldn’t Jesus be just as human as the rest of us?   


Carry nothing with you that’s going to get in your way. Take no pride. Take no fear. Take no low self-esteem. Take no inflated ego. Take no worries about what others will think of you. Take no need for flattery. Take no need to be the best. Take no false humility. Take no need to win. Take no need to be anyone’s doormat. Take no baggage, not even a carry-on bag small enough to fit in the overhead luggage rack. Just go with the God who has chosen and loved you from all eternity. God took care of Amos. God took care of The Twelve. And, Jesus assures us, whether you are called to be prophet or minister or advocate for justice, or whatever your call, God will take care of you.  

As we finish our liturgy today, we’ll sing a song that Nancy has selected, and that couldn’t be more appropriate. We’ll hear the voice of Jesus calling us: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Like Amos and like Jesus‘ Twelve Apostles, today and every day is a day when we are called and chosen for whatever it is that represents our small contribution to the evolution that will make us all one in God one day. So let’s just be sure that today and every day, we remember to check our baggage before we answer our call.  AMEN. 
3

