Acts 5 27-32, 40-41

Rev 5 11-14

John 21:1-19

The Third Sunday of Easter 

Did you know…

…that Jesus called Peter twice to be his Rock?


…that there were only seven apostles at the shore of Lake Tiberias?
The twenty- first chapter of John’s Gospel contains one of the most precious stories in Scripture, the story of the reinstatement of the apostle Peter. Peter had claimed and believed that he loved Jesus enough to die for him, struggling with purposelessness after three times having denied being Jesus disciple. Peter seems to have decided that he is no longer able to carry out the role Jesus gave him of being rock in which I will build my church. Of catching people in stead of fish. Peter says “in effect I am going back to the only thing I am good at: fishing. ”Some of the apostles go with Peter. After spending the night fishing their nest are empty. Their lives are emptied of hope for the one they placed their trust in was crucified. They were experiencing a sense of void, along being useless, and feeling that they spent all this time with Jesus for nothing. They were discouraged. Haven’t we all felt this in one way or another? 
We have also heard many times don’t worry tomorrow will be better. Don’t lose hope. Hope for the apostles is restored when they are invited to come and have breakfast by the risen Christ. Peter doesn’t run away Jesus but runs to Jesus. Peter finds a charcoal fire awaiting him. Peter is reminded of the night that at the charcoal fire while warming himself he denies knowing Jesus. How many times in our lives have we denied Jesus?

Jesus ask Peter three times if he loved him. The first time Jesus is asking do you want to go back to being called Simon or if he still wants to be Peter. The first time that Jesus asks Peter, “do you love me more than these,” Peter said, “Yes I love you.” Peter does not include more than they do yet. The emphasis is on the word love. Basically, Jesus is asking Peter if he loves him. That is what matters to Jesus. It reminds me of Tevye’ question to Golde in “Fiddler on the Roof”: “Do you Love me?”…
Three times, Jesus calls Peter to affirm his love, each affirmation is a part of the healing, the undoing of Peter’s earlier denials. Peter’s final response, broken of his self-pride. Lord, you know everything, You know that my love for you is weak, lukewarm and feeble, and so much less than it should be. But you see into the very core of who I am. and there you see through every layer right to the core, the love for you. We are reminded not to forget that we are loved unconditionally, that there is nothing we can do that can ever make God love us more or less than God already does. Nothing in our lives, no failures can take us a way from this purpose and it is not just any purpose. Jesus didn’t say to Peter, ”Fetch my slippers,” or “take out my trash.” He said, ”Care for my sheep.” This is most important to Jesus.  

We all have the purpose to feed one another with the words of love, and encouragement, and to care for one another. We are all in this together, giving, and receiving, not as shepherds, but as members of God’s flock each of whom Abba God loves. For our brother Jesus gave up his life for us. And all we need to do is love each other. Jesus knows all about our weaknesses and flaws- Jesus knows them better than we do ourselves. But Jesus sees our hearts, and our love for him. We’re defined not by our failures in life, but by Jesus’ love for us. Jesus’ love at work with in us and through us. This love transforms you and me also into apostles sent forth to bear witness to the Good News of the Risen Christ who is with us as we go out to the world to share Jesus’ love  with one another, every lost sheep, with sheep in other sheep pens, all who are precious to Abba Gods’ heart.  
Michael Doyle tells us that Peter is one changed man. He courageously tells the high priest, no less and the Sanhedrin that, ‘That God of our ancestors raised Jesus. Though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree. Now, Peter is back on the rock, fearless and faithful. Who else other than Peter could better understand the difficulties of the flock since Peter is that poor, ordinary guy whom Jesus helped back to his feet. Let us remember the times that we have been helped back to our feet by God’s grace.

