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Today’s readings are tied together by the theological concept of salvation., and how salvation is perceived by the ancient Israelites as well as by the early Christian community. Salvation in the Book of Exodus is all about escape from the slavery of Egypt for the Israelites, under the leadership of Moses. 


Their great hope was life abundant in the Promised Land, flowing with milk and honey. But in the particular passage we read today, there is another threat to life; the people who are disillusioned by wandering around in the desert, are questioning the wisdom of leaving Egypt. They fear dying of starvation and other dangers in the desert. Now, they are being bitten by poisonous snakes. The people see this as God’s punishment for their grumbling, and repent. Moses pleads with God on their behalf, and God tells Moses to fashion a snake of bronze and to hold it up for the people being bitten to look upon, and live. The people had repented and once again looked upon God as the Rock of their salvation. God, being compassionate, forgave their infidelity and restored to them hope and life.

In the second reading, we hear that Jesus, “who didn’t deem equality with God something to be clung to,” the one through whose lifting up on the cross (shades of the snake story??), the believers came to be saved, - this Jesus “instead became completely empty, and took on the image of oppressed humankind;” ….because of this, “God highly exalted him…”


And in today’s gospel, we are told that “God so loved the world as to give the Only Begotten One, that whoever believes may not die, but have eternal life. God sent the Only Begotten into the world, not to condemn the world, but that through the Only Begotten, the world might be saved.”

So, today, what I would like for us to do is to consider what we, the believers of Anne Arundel County in 2014, mean when we use the world salvation with respect to Jesus the Christ and ourselves. Are we talking about a once for all event on the cross? If so, how does that event impact us today in practical ways? Or are we talking about relationship that we each might experience differently? If so, what are some of the common factors? If we are talking about relationship with Jesus and with our God, do we perceive this relationship in linear? static fashion,? Or in rippling effect fashion? Is this salvation in the here and now, or somewhere off in the future? How do we understand new life – eternal life –salvation in Jesus the Christ?
