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Throughout this season of Lent, you may have noticed we have been reading from the Gospel of Luke. These past couple of weeks, we read about the God of “Second chances.”  Jesus told about a fig tree, nearly destroyed because it bore no fruit.  Some tending by a patient gardener brought out the fruit.  The tree produced abundantly.  Last week we heard about two brothers and a forgiving father.  Second chances for one son, a second son not interested in second chances. Not interested in keeping a relationship with either father or brother.  Conversion and changing our hearts. That is the purpose and meaning of Lent. Unlike new year’s resolutions where we work on self-improvement, Lent is a time to listen deeply to God’s work in us calling us to replace our hearts of stone, giving us a tender heart.
In today’s gospel, which is from John, Jesus offers a second chance to the woman dragged before him by some scribes and Pharisees. Jesus offers her accusers a second chance as well. The opportunity for a change of heart is the center of today’s reading. The elders have the law on their side. The Book of Leviticus prescribes the death penalty for adultery. It is a slow and painful death. This woman is guilty, we know what her punishment must be. Don’t you wonder where the man she was with has gone? Perhaps he was a speed runner? I wonder where the setting of this event took place. Were the scribes and Pharisees “peeping Toms?”  It was also an opportunity to entrap Jesus.  He knew the law of Moses, but his preaching is about mercy and forgiveness. Jesus turns that law of Judaism sideways when he says, “If you are without sin, throw the first stone.” Jesus makes judging this woman and punishing her something no one can do because no one is without sin. The elders are the first to recognize the invitation by Jesus to refashion their thinking, and to soften their hearts. It becomes for them a second chance. Soon there is no one left to judge her. Jesus will not judge her either. She is given a second chance.
In the first reading, Isaiah tells us “Remember not the things of the past.” He tells us God is making something new. Jesus does not condemn the woman and reminds her to stop doing what she had been doing.  To start over, have a second chance.  So, it is with each of us. Second chances to do the good we have not done and to avoid that not helping us to be our best selves. Right relationship with God and with one another are what the season of Lent is all about.  
Over and over throughout Jesus’ ministry he has reminded us to hold back on our judgement of others.  “Get the log out of your own eye, then you will see clearly to remove the speck from someone else’s eyes.”  And in another instance, in the parable of the workers, the owner pays a full day’s wages to everyone, not just the people who worked the whole day.  God expects us to be generous and open-handed with each other.  We are to imitate the example of Jesus. 
The patriarchal culture of two thousand years ago was eager to blame the woman. We still see evidence of this behavior today. In reporting sexual abuse, some always asks, “Was the woman a willing participant?  Is she to be believed?” In a more subtle way, we see it when women’s opinions are ignored. We see it in punishing prostitutes, but not so much the men who hire them, or those who traffic women for abuse.

We are, each of us, born into, and living in, relationship with God. 

We are truly a “new creation. We have been baptized into Christ 

as priest, prophet, and servant leader. Paul reminds us today, “I have been taken possession of by Christ Jesus; I forget what lies behind, but strain forward to what lies ahead.” Whatever we have done in the past, we are free to live in the present and moreover, we are free to work for the future.
We are called to be the word of love and forgiveness that God speaks to the world. Paul called it being an “ambassador for Christ”—one who goes about on a mission to change the world.   Today’s gospel shows us what the mission looks like: it’s unconditional love, not enforcing a law to stone someone to death like the woman caught in adultery.  It is also not playing a kind of “gotcha” game with Jesus.  Here is the law, she is guilty, what are you going to do? 

Our task can be as simple as a kind word or a smile or as complicated as forgiving a person who has hurt you.  Sometimes, though, we are tempted 

to act like those scribes and Pharisees, to be judgmental, self-righteous, unforgiving. 
It’s easy to see the evils that other people cause like the poisoned air, the polluted water, the bombed cities, the shattered families, injustice, intolerance, and ignorance. 
Can we love the people who cause those evils? Can we forgive?  Can we work to overcome some of these sinful situations and practices? We have to. We are God’s word of love to our world. If we don’t live by the example of Jesus, there will be no second chances, no bringing about the fullness of the Kin-dom which has already begun, here in our midst.
Like the accused woman, we are set free, and we are filled with joy!
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