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Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Psalm 128
Colossians 3:12-21
Luke: 2:22-40


Today we celebrate the gift of family.  The Church holds out as a model the Holy Family.  Egyptian Christians known as Coptics have celebrated this feast for a very long time.  The passage of the flight to Egypt was the inspiration for celebration.  In Western Christianity, the feast dates from1921 when Benedict XV was Pope. The feast was originally celebrated the Sunday after Epiphany, January 6 and before the Baptism of Jesus January 13. With the revision of the liturgical calendar following Vatican II in 1969, the feast was moved to the Sunday between Christmas and New Year.  Thus, it is part of the Christmas Season.


Those of us growing up in the 1950’s were taught the nuclear family of mother, father and child, all together in the same household, was the ideal family life. It was for most of us the norm.

Today, however, we know that is not the case.  The shape of the family is as fluid as melted wax.  Perhaps our own family is one of great fluidity.  We know families that have parents and children under one roof, there are grandparents raising children, single parent families, unmarried partners with a child or children, families with children from previous relationships, blended families, adoptive families.  The list goes on and on.


During the life of Jesus the word “family” depended on who was gathered together at any given time.  It could have been the nuclear family we hear about in today’s gospel, or it could have been an entire clan or tribe as in the house of Jesse or the offspring of David.


Jesus’ teachings call us to expand our idea of family, greater than the nuclear family, the tribe the nation or even the religious family.  Jesus calls us to see the family, the entire human family as God’s family.


We don’t just look after our own.  It is not just make America great, or just the folks we know and love.  It is treating the people you are with like family.  The people in our neighborhood, the people where we work, the people we meet in the places we live our lives. These are the people we are invited to call family to care about and to be kind to and accepting of, to be family. It is standing by when someone is lonely or sick, afraid or in need. People who are old and young, pleasant or annoying, they are to be welcomed and loved as well.  It is really meaning it when we say we are all children of God.  It is welcoming the stranger and clothing the naked and being the voice for those who have no power.


In Jesus of Nazareth, who had to grow in grace and wisdom, just as each of us had to grow, in the midst of a family, we find God has come to us in human form.


God comes to live in the ordinary times of ordinary people just like us. Whenever we reach out to another person, we become living proof that the Word became flesh and dwells among us.  
