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What a bizarre tale we hear in today’s gospel passage! While it is true that many of the so-called apocalyptic parables are rather extreme in their expression, this parable is singularly unrealistic in the details of its telling. We hear of a king whose patience is being tried to the limit by the refusal of his peers whom he has invited to attend the wedding banquet of his son. The king’s frustration only grows more intense when the invitees turn to violence against his messengers, who have gone out to renew the invitation, and to reassure the invitees that the king has prepared this feast with great care for them to enjoy. The tender tone of the king’s pleading is very much in the style of Lady Wisdom who (in the Book of Proverbs) has “made ready her feast” and invites the simple to “come eat of my bread, drink my wine …and walk in the way of insight.” The king, who has declared his tender regard for his guests, has now been twice rebuffed, and , suddenly, he is out of patience and his anger knows no bounds. He sends out his men to destroy the offenders and he declares them unworthy of his hospitality. Is this king meant to be a portrayal of the God of Israel? The God Jesus knows?  Pretty over the top, don’t you think? 
Many scripture scholars believe that this parable is an allegory for how God’s prophets (including John the Baptist and Jesus) were treated; and the extreme retribution against the invitees is an allegory for the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in 70CE – not long before this gospel was written. The new group, invited in from the streets by the king, without any vetting, can possibly be an allegory for the new followers of the Way of Jesus. Very possible since those who wrote this gospel were among the victims of the chaos that followed the destruction of the Temple. Could the tone indicate finger-pointing at the Jews who refused to accept Jesus as Messiah? In any case, we are given a very sober and discomfiting range of imagery to be sure; but the most unrealistic and jarring of all is the final detail, the expulsion of the man who does not wear a wedding garment. We might scratch our heads and say, “Well, if all are welcome at the banquet, why does it matter what he is wearing?” What is the meaning of that? It is perhaps another allegory, for the authenticity of one’s belonging at the banquet seems to be symbolized here by “the wedding garment. “Is the garment baptism? If so, what is the deeper message? Is it about what it means to be baptized? Is it meant to make us think about what it means to be part of the community of God’s people at table together? 
Yes, indeed the larger question seems to be who can be at God’s table? Or, if we turn the question around, how must we be in order to come to God’s table – the feast of the kindom as God envisions it?

In our first reading from Isaiah Chapter  25, we have a breath-taking description of the great feast that God will convene. The poet/prophet offers praise and thanks to God for the salvific peace that God’s people will enjoy on God’s holy mountain. The whole people – all the nations - are invited to be there. All that is required is openness to the vision, and acceptance of one’s role as a small but irreplaceable part of the whole. God’s vision is a banquet that lifts the veil – removes  the blinders that cloud our vision and keep us apart. We cannot participate without emptying ourselves because yes, we are often full of ourselves! Our vision is too small; it is not God’s vision. Gods Table, Isaiah intimates, is the place where the whole house is put in order. Would that Isaiah’s sense of the eschatological banquet could penetrate and soften the hearts of the members of the US Congress, or of the five Cardinals of the Dubia concerning the inclusion of LGBTQ and other than male voices in the deliberations of the Synod on Synodality!
Psalm 23 – The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want – echoes the meaning of the words of Lady Wisdom …”my feast invites the simple to walk in the way of insight.” Psalm 23 assures us that our God is the One in whom we can trust, “who prepares a table for us in the sight of our foes.” 

An attitude of emptiness and simplicity allows us to come to the table and be truly fed and nourished! An attitude of gratitude and expectancy truly brings us together – each one a unique part and expression of the One! 
Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, expresses his joy and wonderment over the goodness and loyalty and love shown him by the Philippians when he suffers many trials. They are one with him in Christ, and he is full of gratitude for being strengthened by them. He recognizes that his true power is in his individual weakness, his emptiness - because he can then be filled by the power of God living in others. He experiences the power of God’s love and protection through his membership in the community – the koinonia -a bond, a partnership, a sharing in the very life of the Divine Sophia Wisdom. 


So, what is the deeper message of the guest without the wedding garment for us? How do we understand our being baptized into Christ? Is it limited to what we believe and to obeying rules? Or is it more about coming to the feast empty, hungry to be fed and grateful for the richness of the whole people – the community which includes and feeds and nourishes one another, acknowledging and receiving one another as unique gifts and expressions of God’s love. I believe that this is what we are called to be: receptors and reflections of God’s tender and gracious care. This is the garment we are asked to put on.  This is how we must be in order to come to God’s Table.
