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First of all, let me say that I’m here this evening carrying the love and prayers of the nearly 200 Roman Catholic Womenpriests and deacons all around the world. As ordained women who have been excommunicated by our Church for supporting fairness, inclusion and equality for all, we offer our support during PRIDE Month to our brothers and sisters in the LGBTQ community. 

 I also bring prayers and a pledge of support  from my own Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community here in Baltimore, where we especially want to say congratulations to everyone in this room this evening who’s either married or engaged to be married. May every joy be yours!
But back to benediction … I’m wearing a silver bracelet this evening, and I’ve worn it every day now for close to seven years. The words engraved on the bracelet are very special to me, and I’d like to read them to you now

As long as space endures,
as long as sentient beings remain,
until then, may I too remain,
and dispel the miseries of the world.

If you’re Buddhist, you’ll recognize these words as the Bodhisattva Vow, the promise made by one whose compassion for those who suffer is so great that his or her soul wants to keep on re-incarnating in compassion, until all the misery in the world is no more. 
I certainly don’t pretend to be a bodhisattva; but I’d like to think that’s my desire. I’d like to think my heart desires to burn with compassion.  And I’d like to think that others gathered here this evening – knowing the suffering that can come from discrimination and  exclusion – would also desire to have a deeply compassionate heart. I’d like to think that each of us – knowing that we are family – would try to live each day feeling great compassion for those who suffer at the hands of the perpetrators of injustice, inequality and exclusion … as well as for the perpetrators themselves
And so this evening, let us pray …

God of Compassion, we call you by many names and we worship you in many faith traditions.

We find you in synagogues, in churches, and in mosques … in storefronts, in temples and in cathedrals, and always in the beauty of your Creation.

And we know we are united in our search for you as brothers and sisters, in one holy family that includes every soul you have ever created. 
Grace us this evening, Loving God, with compassionate minds & hearts.

Let us remember that wherever there is a table, you ask us to welcome all to share a meal of equality, fairness, dignity and inclusion.         

Hear the deep desires of our hearts now, as we pray and we promise (please stand and repeat after me) …

 As long as space endures,
as long as sentient beings remain,
until then, may we too remain,
and dispel the miseries of the world.
AMEN.
