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Jeremiah 31:31-34

Ps. 51

2 Heb. 5:7-9

John 12: 20-33

The readings today, the final Sunday in Lent, remind us to remember God’s steadfast and constant love for us.

In the readings last week from the book of Chronicles we were told of the people’s infidelity to God by worshipping the idols of other nations. By doing this, they broke the covenant with the God of Abraham. The week before last, Moses found people worshipping a snake while he had been on the mountain visiting God. So, he had to beg God for a remedy for the people dying of snake bites. Today’s reading gives us a picture of a God who refuses to give up on the people of the covenant. Jeremiah tells us there is a new covenant for the people of the House of Israel and the House of Judah. God’s law will be in the minds and hearts of the people. No written laws on stone tables. God promises all will know the law, the high and the low. God promises to forgive all misdeeds and all sins.

This mindset of forgiveness and steadfast love prepare people to ignore the faithless leaders and rulers.   Jesus was the perfect one to know God in his own heart. As a devout Jew, Jesus grew up in the faith of his family.  After his baptism, he spent 40 days in the desert, trying to discern his call from God. He struggled, just as we do, but he kept thinking and praying about the two great laws of his faith: Love God, Love your neighbor. What did it mean for him to live this way? We ask the same question for our lives as followers of Jesus.
The section of John’s Gospel we read today directly follows the passage describing Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  It is the beginning of the feast of Passover. Just a short time before his donkey ride into Jerusalem, Jesus had enraged the Temple authorities by overturning the tables of the money changers. People who hadn’t known the teachings of Jesus before, were surely hearing about him. The religious leaders were plotting openly to get rid of Jesus. When the Greek people who come to see Philip hoping to be able to see Jesus, raise concerns for the Apostles. They sort of act like a first layer of security screening for Jesus. Just who were these strangers who wanted to see Jesus?
There is going to be no way for Jesus to escape the events to come. He alludes to his coming death when he compares his life to the grain of wheat that must be planted in order for the wheat to reach its full potential. Jesus sees his death as the only way he may fulfill his destiny. As for us, when we love God and love our neighbors, we may suffer from taking action and making what John Lewis called good trouble. We certainly have plenty of work ahead of us. Because of the pandemic, we may personally know people who are out of work, people who are struggling to make ends meet, people without enough food. Opportunities abound to be helpful to our neighbors. Protecting our right to vote no matter where we live is as important as in post-Civil War America or the 1960’s Voting Rights Act. Getting involved can be as involved as we care to become.
Jesus didn’t go around doing religious things. He went around doing good. He met people wherever they were in need.

It is up to us to be grains of wheat, the seed who will be planted, will germinate and will become much fruit. Speaking, writing, calling, praying, helping and sharing. Whatever we can do. Our work is waiting.
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