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Jer. 23:1-6     Psalm 23     Eph 2: 13-18     Mk. 6:30-34


Mark’s Gospel, Jeremiah’s prophecy and Paul’s letter seem to be speaking directly to us today.  If we didn’t know better, we might think that the three of them had attended the NATO Conference, the G-7 and the Helsinki meeting and are sharing their observations with us.  It doesn’t matter whether it came directly from Jesus or the evangelist writing about Jesus.  Mark’s gospel passage speaks its truth to us because we are experiencing it in our government and in our institutional church.

Some days I feel like a sheep without a shepherd.  Maybe you have that same feeling too.  Day after day, headline after headline, we ask ourselves can this be true? Can this person’s actions be any more outrageous? There have been shepherds who have abused our young, mature and gifted laity treated like children in their church, or, in the case of many women, treated as nonentities. People attend Eucharist and are subjected to meandering homilies, or quasi-political harangues or, what is worse, are excluded from full participation at the table of Jesus. 

In the first reading, Jeremiah’s words are not only for our religious leaders, but our political and governmental leaders as well.  These leaders who have become self-indulgent and self-absorbed. The notion of service to the people they represent is an idea whose time has come and gone and it is not only in our Church but in our government leaders as well. Our culture is rife with the ideas that more is better, there can never be too much money, too much power, too many toys and trinkets.

And yet, there are prophets we hear today who echo Jeremiah in calling for justice, calling out to leaders who put money and power ahead of justice, who try to divide us by nationality, color, religion or gender.  They make examples of those who are “other” in any way. Cautioning against inclusion because the others are not “like us.”

We watch government leaders enforce policies that refuse safety to people seeking asylum, that tax the poor to enrich the wealthy, that deplete our natural resources, to benefit the powerful, that take children from their parents, deport the parents and keep the little ones in cages. As Jeremiah would say, “woe to those shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock.”

Living in the midst of this rancor and turmoil is disturbing to us.  It is exhausting and draining and wearing us down.  Sapping our energy, our cheerfulness, even our hope. Yet we work for justice.  Like Paul tells the church at Ephesus, we are not aliens and strangers to one another. No, through our baptism we are members of the family of God.  Moreover, we are each one a reflection of the life of our creator, all made from the same stardust.  We try to break down the dividing walls of hostility; we try to accept everyone without judgement and we continue to reach out to all without distinction.


We want and need to go away and rest for a while like Jesus and the apostles.  We need to get away from the conflict, the distrust, the outrageous behavior, the depressing news. We are confronted with unpleasant, unhelpful, and downright ugly actions that we seem unable to do much about on our own.  Jesuit father William Breault reminds us that “a cup must be empty before it can be filled. If it is already full, it can’t be filled again except by emptying it out.  There must be a space made.”  If each of us is already filled to the brim with the actions and evil we find assailing us on a daily basis, we need to empty ourselves.  We need to be hollowed out to make room for God’s words.  The words we will bring as apostles of this age, words of healing and hope, signs of justice and peace and a light that cannot be extinguished.

We may find brief moments of respite as we draw strength from each other.  We join our voices in prayer and song, we share in the breaking of the bread at Eucharist.  We make space within us. We find a way to empty ourselves to be filled with God’s word.  Our hearts are moved, so we keep going.  We are not alone.  Together we are prophets of our time and are called to be good shepherds.
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