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Today we take a break from our Sundays in Ordinary Time and the Gospel of Mark. June 24 celebrates the birth of John the Baptist. It is noteworthy that for this feast we celebrate the birth rather than the life of John the Baptist.

Those of us fortunate enough to be parents or grandparents know first-hand that the birth of a child is not a casual nor an ordinary matter. An entire spectrum of emotions may be involved: excitement, joy, worry, anxiety, uncertainty. And we ask ourselves, what will the future hold for this child, this new life.

Because each child is precious, and each new life might change the whole of humanity. We are each made of stardust and reflect the face of our Creator.

For Elizabeth and Zechariah, their child was a miracle child.  Elizabeth, beyond child-bearing age, Zechariah too old to father a child… then one day as they go about their ordinary living, the drama begins.  We know so well the story of Zechariah performing his duties in the Temple.  The angel Gabriel, messenger of god, comes to reveal the plan.  Zechariah comes out of the Temple a changed man. Elizabeth insists the child be named John…continued drama…no one in your family has that name. And when Elizabeth’s cousin Mary comes to visit, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb jumps for joy.

Children and babies of a tender age, as the administration calls them, have been in the news constantly this week.  We are witnessing first-hand the atrocities being committed on the southern border of our country.  Children have been and continue to be forcibly taken from their parents.  In a political act used to deter people seeking asylum in the U.S., these children and babies are being used as pawns to create a change in policy.
Most of us realize asylum seeking is not the same thing as immigration. Asylees often risk their lives to flee a terrible situation.  Many of them survive the trip only to find that they are refused the help they need.  They are turn away or arrested, forcing their children, who cannot be arrested. While taking their children is not a good thing, the tragedy is that some of these children are removed to unknown places and will never be reunited with their family again.

When we see children   taken from their parents and herded into cages while their parents are led away in hand cuffs, we ache for them.  The same question Elizabeth and Zechariah asked is true: “What will this child be?”
There are violations of both our domestic law and moral law in the actions of those claiming the authority of the U.S. government. It is depressing and has many Americans walking near the edge of despair and shame.

We may feel useless, like there is nothing we can do.  But there is!

All of us can pray and continue to pray for a peaceful, loving, and just solution.  We can call or write to our representatives and senators urging them to act with justice and mercy and change this atrocious policy. Margaret Mead is quoted as having said “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

Our simple prayer today may be

Merciful, and loving creator God, tired as I am and sad as I often find myself these days, give me the strength to fight back, to return hatred with love and to continue to be prophetic as was John the Baptist to point the way to Christ.
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