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Did you ever have the kind of day where there seems to be no end to the demands upon your time and energy? The kind of day when the needs you are called upon to meet seem overwhelming, and every time you think you are making some progress, something comes up – something intervenes – and your plans get superseded, or at least, put on hold. That seems to be the kind of day Jesus was having in the gospel passage we read today. Jairus, the leader of the synagogue in Capernaum, has prevailed upon Jesus to go with him to his home because his young daughter is very ill. Jairus has great faith in Jesus as a healer, so he confidently uses his powerful position as synagogue leader to enlist Jesus’ help. Jesus, always compassionate and attentive to all people, wants to heal Jairus’ daughter, but he also wants to lead Jairus to grow in his trust in God’s presence in every aspect of his life. He wants Jairus to become a disciple, capable of faith in action. Jairus, a wealthy and influential man, is no doubt accustomed to getting what he wants. In this case, he is finding himself very vulnerable.


At this point in the story, as Jesus is on a mission to heal Jairus’ daughter, there comes out of the blue an intervention. Jesus’ garment is touched by a woman who has been suffering from hemorrhage for twelve years. She dared to come up close and touch the hem of his robe and was cured! Jesus felt the healing power go forth from him and stopped to ask who had touched him. The woman, though frightened, came forward and confessed. And what did Jesus do? Instead of scolding her for detaining him, he praised her for her faith, and ultimately sent her on, healed and at peace. His disciples were less than charmed by the interaction, and Jairus might have been forgiven for wondering if this were really the time for such a digression when there is the urgent matter of his daughter who lay dying at his house! Did Jesus really need to stop and process what had happened with the hemorrhaging woman right then? But for Mark’s Jesus, neither the woman’s healing nor the child’s healing is the only point or even the main point. From the beginning, Jesus has understood his mission differently than those around him. He does not always want what they want, or for that matter, what we want (or think we want). He is focused differently. In our story, Jesus stops the parade to make a different kind of contact with the woman who has been healed by touch. He wants to know who touched him because he has relational business with her, which is even more pressing than her disease or even than the little girl’s deathly illness. He claims the woman as “daughter,” and he also clarifies the cause of her healing; it is her faith in him, not magic, that has made this happen. 

At that moment, a messenger comes with the news that Jairus’ daughter has died. But Jesus reassures Jairus and asks him to have faith in Jesus – the kind of faith exhibited by the woman. So, perhaps the disturbance caused by the woman was not a distraction from Jesus’ main business with Jairus after all? What Jesus percieves that Jairus needs most is not Jesus’ immediate, undivided attention. What Jairus needs most is the faith in Jesus which this woman has just modeled!


So Jesus proceeds with James and John and Jairus to Jairus’ house where, in spite of ridicule from the crowd when he declared the girl, not dead, but alive and only asleep, Jesus took her hand and called her to get up – which she did! Jesus then asked that they give her something to eat – confirmation of her living state.


So, to recap, the intervention of the incident with the hemorrhaging woman, in the end, was a great blessing to Jairus, and a cause of spiritual growth for him. It provided a transformative experience. And that is what being a disciple is all about – transformation, and sharing that transformative experience with others. It is no different for us today. We, just as disciples who came to faith in Jesus’ day, are called to be open to what God is trying to tell us through a variety of experiences, including interruptions of our well laid plans, or what we deem to be our most urgent needs. We are called to transformation through those experiences, and to sharing that experience of transformation with others through our many ministries (which is just another way of describing our interactions with God’s people).

In our first reading from Wisdom, we are assured that God is not the author of death, but rather created all things to be alive, and to be whole! How strongly do we believe this? And how willing are we – as II Corinthians exhorts us to do – to put our resources of all kinds at the service of the present needs of others? These are good questions for us to ponder, I think. I am haunted by the words of Kurt Andersen, the author of Fantasyland and Evil Geniuses, two wonderful books about how we deceive ourselves about what is really true and life-giving, and the greed that drives this self-deception. In speaking about the scandalously uneven distribution of our country’s wealth, Kurt Andersen says that, if the USA were to distribute its wealth evenly amongst all citizens, all Americans would fall into the category we currently describe as upper middle class. Wow! That is certainly something to think about as we plan our country’s future. May we remember today’s gospel message about the equal value of all lives (of the Jairuses and the hemorrhaging woman and others like her); and may we remember the interconnectedness of all of them – a great gift which has the potential to bless us all.
Amen.

