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According to our church calendar, we are now in the 11th week of “ORDINARY Time.”  We know that refers to the weeks between the Christmas season and Lent and between Pentecost and Advent,
but it seems especially odd this year. These are NOT “ordinary” times, 
There’s the COVID-19 pandemic—no way THAT’s ordinary.
The world is isolated and sick and suffering. no way THAT’s ordinary. The planet, our common home, our only home, is in trouble.
There’s the nationwide protest over police murders of black people—
no way THAT’s ordinary. The very stones cry out for justice.  
_________________________________
As we step into the 11th week of this “ordinary” time, we celebrate “The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ”—the presence of God the “person” of Jesus of Nazareth. That presence is manifested in at least four ways:

in the consecrated bread and wine of Eucharist at Mass,
in the proclaimed Word of scripture,
in the presider,
and in the ASSEMBLY [Vatican II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy].
That belief is the one thing that IS ordinary.

It’s so ordinary that the totality of it sometimes slips our minds. The “real presence” of Jesus—the Eucharistic presence—is the part we think about most often. From our earliest religious experience, we were 
taught about the presence of Jesus in the bread and wine consecrated during mass.
But the “real presence” in the WORD took us a bit longer, Other Christian churches still seem to do a better job of that
than we Catholics do.

Then there’s the “real presence” in the presider and the assembly.
Sometimes I think those are really the same thing,
They were separated in the official  Church teachings
to make sure to keep the priests in charge and the people quietly obedient.

Today we celebrate God’s presence in the bread and wine consecrated at Mass. We don’t MAKE God become present. God is already here.
We learned from the Baltimore catechism classes long ago. “Where is God?” came the question. “God is everywhere!” we parroted back. Jesuit Fr. Brian Conley said, “The whole point of the sacrament is a reminder that we are not alone.”
 Fr. Conley was talking about anointing the dying in this time of pandemic, but it’s true of every sacrament. In every holy action God is with us. Every human being is a child of God, and when we’re baptized we are reminded that that is what we are and that we are joined to all the other children of God in a giant communion of all who ever lived, of all who live now, and of all who will live in the future. We know this phenomenon as “the Communion of Saints.” We die and rise with Christ
as priest, prophet, and servant leader. In Confirmation we are anointed with the Spirit, reminding us that the Spirit of God is in us and we are in the Spirit, that we are commissioned to do good in the world.
In the sacraments of Marriage and Ordination we pledge ourselves to a life calling, to a vocation, to know, love, and serve God, either through spouse and family or through service to the entire community. In the healing sacraments of Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick we are forgiven for the wrongs we have done, the good we have omitted to do.
We are reminded that the community is with us. We are not alone.

God is with us, in us, among us. Already here. When we gather for Eucharist, we remember that fact and celebrate it. We can’t gather physically right now, but we gather in Spirit, still in relationship with one another and still church and still the Body of Christ. We are not alone. It’s reported that occasionally St. Augustine, when he was giving Eucharist to a communicant, would, instead of saying, “The body of Christ,” would say, “receive what you are.” We are the Body of Christ.
YOU are the Body of Christ.

Amen!
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