Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily, July 13, 2025
Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37; Psalm 69, Turn to God in your need and you will live. 


I guess we all know that Moses himself wasn’t able to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. But before they entered, Moses did have the opportunity to give them several discourses. And our first reading today from the Book of Deuteronomy is a part of one of those discourses, wisdom Moses shared to send the Israelites on their way without him, under new leadership. 


Now there were 613 discrete commandments spelled out in the body of the Torah and followed by the Israelites on their journey through the desert. And yet they all boiled down to these last few sentences Moses spoke to the people, the sentences we heard today. Moses says, The Law’s not that hard. Don’t wait for someone to come down from heaven or from across the sea to teach it to you. Moses tells the people You’ve lived the Law for so long, it’s a part of who you are. It’s in your mouth, so you can speak it. It’s in your heart, so you can act on it. Moses might say to us today, The commandments, the Word, the Law of God are in your DNA. Don’t make it harder than it is. Love God. Love your neighbor. Love with all your heart and soul. The Law – you got this. 

So of course, an “expert on the Law” – a scribe, a priest, a systematic theologian, whatever – comes along centuries later and tries to muck up the simplicity of it all. .Seeking clarification, and justification from Jesus, in Luke’s Gospel we hear the scholar ask a series of questions, all of them leading up to the big one. “And just who is my neighbor?”  Let the teaching begin.


Social scientists tell us these days that compassion appears to be in our DNA. When someone is hurt, our genetics kick in, and our genes don’t allow us to turn away. Some folks, of course, will try. But that’s a flaw in their programming and not their coding. We are coded for compassion.

.   And so, Jesus tells the parable that is so familiar to us all. Two people who are programmed for superiority, for pride, for contempt, for arrogance, maybe even for fear and self-preservation pass by the traveler who is battered and bleeding by the side of the road. They see him. But their programming – what they have learned and are loyal to – overrides their genetic coding for compassion, and they scurry by.


A third person, however, stops to help. And not only help, but heal. Wounds are bound, a bed is found, and a promise made for continuing support. Hooray! A win for  genetics! Whatever kind of programming that Samaritan may have been subject to, he saw a human being in need and recognized him as neighbor. No questions asked, only compassion given. 


OK, so one lesson of the parable is to be like the Good Samaritan – no matter how much our programming tells us that God cannot be found in the face of a Samaritan, a Republican, or an I.C.E. agent, our coding can always override that. The Letter to the Colossians that we read earlier tells us that Christ is the image of the unseen God. If we profess to follow that Christ, we will seek out the image of the unseen God in the face of every person we encounter. Love is in our DNA. And as Moses & Jesus both tell us, we are called to act on that, overriding our programming, no matter how difficult that is. 

But I think that’s only one aspect of the parable of the Good Samaritan. The other might focus on the wounded traveler. Think about this scenario for a minute. Imagine that you have been badly beaten, and you awaken in a hospital room, dazed and confused. You ask a nurse where you are and what’s going on. He tells you that you were being carjacked when someone stepped in to help. That Good Samaritan tousled with the carjackers, chased them away, and brought you to the hospital himself. Offered to pay the bill if you didn’t have insurance and told the staff he’d be back to check on you tomorrow. You wonder who it could possibly be, this guardian angel who came to your assistance and probably saved your car and your life.


You sleep most of the night and into the next day. But when you open your eyes, the first thing you see is someone sitting there in a MAGA cap, wearing an Alligator Alcatraz tee-shirt, and watching a Trump Rally on your TV. And correct me if I’m wrong, but none of that means anything in the moment. No gang tattoos, no political party, no body piercings, no nothing matters except that this person showed you unconditional compassion. And if all those things didn’t matter to you in that moment, in that room, with that person, do they really matter at all? I leave that to you to think about and decide for yourself.   

But I’d ask you to think about these words of Nadia Bolz-Weber, Episcopal priest and modern-day prophet. Nadia says …

The parable of the Good Samaritan is not just about Jesus telling us to be 
good so we can be saved. It’s about Jesus telling us that sometimes people 
who we are sure are the farthest things from good are the ones God sends to save our sorry asses. And sometimes we are the ones who get to show kindness to those who we think are trash.

Breaking out of our programming and going back to our coding, God isn’t interested in us just being better people. We’re not only called to be better Samaritans. We’re called to be people who can give and receive mercy because the image of the unseen God – the Light of Christ – is alive within and all around us. 
And so today we pray …

· that our world might know the unconditional compassion of the Samaritan
· the unconditional gratitude of the injured traveler 

· and the awakening of the image of the unseen God in the souls of all those who turn away from suffering … AMEN. 
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