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Between the piece of Matthew’s gospel that we heard at the blessing of palms and the long piece we just heard, what we did NOT hear about is Jesus going to the temple and chasing out the money changers, as well as 18 other stories of healing, conflicts, parables,
dialogues, predictions, plots, and anointings.

In that entire gospel passage that we did hear, and the parts that scholars say actually happened are these:
Jesus was captured;
his disciples ran away;
he was taken to the high priest Caiaphas;
he was bound and led to the Roman governor Pilate;
he was flogged;
he was crucified;
and several women watched from a distance.

All the rest of the gospel was created as the gospel ACCORDING TO Matthew, an anonymous male Jew who used the gospel of Mark
along with other Hebrew and Christian sources to shape the story to make sense to the Jewish Christians
that he was talking to in Syria in the year 85, a country in the grips of the Roman Empire at that time.
What does all that mean for us?
For one thing, we can see the same thing happening today
that happened to Jesus, and it’s still not right.
We see people suffer when they call for change, take right action, or speak truth. We’ve heard about people losing their job
because one person files a complaint—like the Florida charter school principal who lost her job because she included Michelangelo’s David
in a Renaissance Art class.

We know about people sentenced, without evidence, to death, or to life in prison, for a murder they did not commit because one person lied in testimony against them.

And each of us, at some time in our lives, has suffered the consequences for doing something that we did NOT do.

Scholars tell us that the Jews did NOT kill Jesus,
but that fact was—and still is—hidden in our Christian scriptures.
We know how a person in an organization has superiors who set the rules—and who can get rid of you, just like the Romans ruled Israel in Jesus’ time and could get rid of anyone who they decided might be a “problem” for them.

In the year 33 the person who got blamed was Caiaphas, the head of the Jerusalem synagogue. Like Mark and Luke and John, Matthew lays the guilt for Jesus’ death on Caiaphas. So “the Jews” are blamed as the guilty ones, all the way through the Christian scriptures.
That eventually led to persecutions over the centuries,
to the Holocaust, to the discrimination that continues today.
Jesus may have entered Jerusalem on a donkey
as a contrast to the pomp and circumstance
of Roman triumphal parades,
but whether he did that or not,
the MESSAGE and MEANING of Matthew’s gospel is clear.
The way of Jesus is NOT the way of the Roman oppressors.
The way of Jesus is to LIVE in love of God and neighbor
and to SPEAK that truth to power,
no matter the consequences.

We still live in a culture
that blames the innocent Jews for killing Jesus.
Is it ironic, or is it fitting,
that we call ourselves the “Roman” Catholic Church?
We have a lot of work to do.
Amen!
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