The Second Sunday of Easter
Act 2:42-47

1 peter 1: 3-9

John 20: 19-31

If we listen to today’s Gospel with the long view in mind, we’ll see that it’s much like the Christmas narrative, the creation myths, and the history of Moses and the people of God. The story line is the same: God’s love is unquenchable. God comes offering humanity forgiveness, peace, and integrity over and over again. We frequently hear that the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus when he appeared. What brought Thomas and the rest around was not his physical appearance, the terrifying scars of death, but the peace that was transmitted. Jesus’ “shalom” which communicated a quality of presence that went beyond the physical. To those who were open to it. Jesus’ “shalom” was a force that drew them into a new realm of life. The First Letter of Peter refers to it as, “birth into living hope.”
The only problem with that peace is that it’s strongly humbling. We can’t earn it and we don’t deserve it. It is a gift. It is love offered before we can even imagine it, much less think to ask for it or try to win it. Jesus greeting of peace said, You can never be sinful, vengeful, or stubborn enough for God to give up on you. You are loved because you are loved. That’s it, take it or leave it, but you can’t change it.
The more we allow “shalom” to be part of our being, the more we will proclaim “shalom” through the way we live. Jesus insisted that the gift of “shalom” commissions disciples into a ministry of forgiveness. We are given peace so that we can spread it.

Thomas the questioner reminds us that this is not just a theory or a nice refrain. We never hear that Thomas actually touches the risen Christ’s wounds -- only that Christ encountered Thomas with peace and offered Thomas the chance to test it. Thomas can be our hero because Thomas asked for more, Thomas was honest enough to say, “I don’t get it. Until I feel it, I can’t pretend.” Thomas learned that kind of stubborn, prayerful integrity from the desperate dad who asked Jesus to heal his son saying, “I do believe, help my unbelief!”
Thomas didn’t say, “I give up, Thomas said, “I won’t believe it until I feel it.” Thomas wasn’t closed to the Gospel, Thomas refused to accept a cheap substitute. Thomas had the integrity to say, “I’m not there yet.”  And that was a proclamation that Thomas wanted more faith than Thomas had.
Thomas appears today to call us to integrity and the humility to be forgiven and to forgive.

Since Thomas was not with the rest of the disciples in the upper room when Jesus first appeared to them, his encounter with the Risen Jesus was delayed. This is the day of Thomas’s Easter and it went something like this:  
Thomas
Isolated

Confused

Afraid

Doubting

Sadness

Emptiness

Loneliness

Pain

Devastation

Alone

without community

Alone 
what made sense then 
seems ridiculous now.

Desolation.

A dark night. 
He asks,

How then shall I live?

Out of the darkness,

An optimistic note,

A ray of light.

There comes encounter.

A Hand extended,

A side plunged into.

And with encounter,

An invitation.

To let go of

disappointment

anger 

shame 
fear 
pain. 
To be free of
sadness 

emptiness

loneliness

guilt
And be reconciled.

An invitation to 

Mercy 
and to 

Trust. 

To Thomas,

Jesus says,

“Do Not be afraid

I did not leave you!
I still love you.

Do not be afraid

You are not alone.

I am with you.

Do not fear 

Opening your heart again.

I am Here.

You are safe.

You are forgiven.

You are loved.”

In His hands, His side,

An invitation to Hope. 
An invitation to Love.
An invitation to Joy.

This is your Easter, Thomas.  
· By Rebecca Ruiz.

