
All are welcome at this Eucharist

that celebrates Christian discipleship.
 where we gather as a community of equals, 
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and where we share the dream of a world
where all creation is nurtured,
and all people live in peace. 
Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community
Liturgy for the Care of Creation

Opening Song: #523, All Creatures of Our God and King 
or another selection
Introductory Rites

Presider:  Let us begin in the name of our loving God – the God who creates, the God who sustains, + and the God who awakens us to new life. 

All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen. 
(Note: to remind us of the unity among all peoples, our Amen response in this liturgy is expanded to Om (from Far East and Indian Sanskrit), Ta’ho (from the First Nations of North America), Awen (the Celtic and Indo-European word for “breath”), and Amen (from Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and many African traditions meaning “This is true.”)
Presider:  May our God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Presider: Good and Gracious God,
Source of the evolving Universe, Source of all Life,
all creation is charged with your Divine Energy.
All: Ignite your Spark within us, that we may know ourselves
as truly human and holy, irrevocably part of the Web of Life.
Presider: All creation
– each star and every flower,
– each drop of water and every person,
– each and every atom, down to its very electrons,
explodes with the revelation of your sacred mystery.
Our minds alone cannot fathom such splendor,
Our hearts can only respond in awe, praise, and gratitude

All: Forgive us, we pray, our ignorance and insecurities that
– blind us to your Thumbprint writ large,
– deafen us to the sacred space between two heartbeats,
– prompt us in arrogance to demand and dominate,
– numb us to the destruction we’ve caused,
– hold us hostage to “either-or” thinking and living.
Presider: May we always walk gently upon this earth
– in right relationship– nurtured by your Love,
– taking only what we need,
– giving back to the earth in gratitude,
– honoring all with reverence,
– reconciling and healing,
– mindful of those who will come after,
– recognizing our proper place as part of, not apart from, your creation.

All: Grant us the strength and courage, we pray,
For such radical transformation into your Kin-dom.
Then we, too, with the very stones will shout,
“HOSANNA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA.”
(adapted, Michelle Balek, OSF)
Glory to God

Presider:  As we gather to celebrate this paschal mystery, let us praise our God with joy.
All: Loving God,  Creator of heaven and earth, how blessed we are to be surrounded by the beauty of your creation.
We lift our prayer of gratitude as we see the stars of heaven, 
and the beauty of the sunset.
We are amazed by the seas and waterways and all that are in them.
We are enchanted by the flowers and trees which are clothed by you.
We are awed by all the animals you have created.
For the beauty of the earth, the mountains and valleys, the sun and the moon – we give you praise. 
Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.

Opening Prayer 

Presider: God of all creation, your goodness and glory shine forth through everything you have made. Through the light of faith, help us to see this world, our common home, not as a resource to dominate and exploit, but as a gift to be cherished by all generations. Prompted by your Spirit, we pray this prayer in the name of Jesus, through whom all creation was made. 
All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen. 
(Alternative readings for this liturgy: Wisdom 13:1-9; Colossians 1:15-20; Psalm 19:2-3, 4-5; John 1:1-5)
First Reading -- NIGHT HYMN, excerpted from Teilhard’s Writings in Time of War & Human Energy

Lector: We recognize the God who gives Life to all Creation. 
All:  And we trust in God’s presence in all things. 
Lector: Everything that is active, that moves or breathes,
every physical, astral or animate energy,
every fragment of force, every spark of life, is equally sacred.

For, in the humblest atom and in the most brilliant star,
in the lowest insect and in the finest intelligence,
there is the radiant smile and thrill of the same Absolute.

Let us put our trust in spiritual energies.
Let us take care not to reject the least ray of light from any side.

Do not be afraid to add even one stitch to the magnificent tapestry of life.
Faith has need of all the truth.
Lector: We recognize the God Who Gives Life to All Creation 

All:  And we trust in God’s presence in all things. 

Psalm 98 – from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by 
Nan Merrill

Responsorial psalm: Let the hills ring out with joy.
By the strength of your Indwelling Presence,

we are called to do great things.
Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

are ever-present gifts in our lives.

R. Let the hills ring out with joy.

Make a joyful noise to the Beloved, all the earth;
break forth into grateful song and sing praises!
Yes, sing songs of praise extolling love’s way;

lift up your hearts with gratitude and joy!

R. Let the hills ring out with joy.

Let the voices of all people blend in harmony.
In unison, let the people magnify the Beloved!

Let the sea laugh and all that fills it;

the world and those who dwell in it. 

R. Let the hills ring out with joy.

Let the waters clap their hands, and the hills ring out with joy
before the Beloved who radiates love to all the earth.

For love reigns over the world with truth and justice,

Bringing order and balance to all creation. 
R. Let the hills ring out with joy.

Second Reading -- excerpted from Life Prayers by Elizabeth Roberts and Elizabeth Amidon
Lector: We recognize our role in nurturing life on Earth. 
All: And we commit to caring for her. 
Lector: We have forgotten who we are,
We have lost our sense of wonder and connectedness,
We have degraded the Earth and our fellow creatures,
And we have nowhere else to go.

If we lose the sweetness of the waters,
We lose the life of the land.

If we lose the life of the land,
We lose the majesty of the forest.

If we lose the majesty of the forest,
We lose the purity of the air.

If we lose the purity of the air,
We lose the creatures of the Earth.

Not just for ourselves,
But for our children,
Both now and in the future.

Lector: We recognize our role in nurturing life on Earth. 

All: And we commit to caring for her. 

Gospel Reading
Gospeler: Our God be with you.

All: And also with you.
Gospeler:  A reading from the holy gospel of Matthew, taken from the translation The Message  

All:  Glory to you, O God.

And Jesus said to them … If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you won’t fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes, or whether the clothes in your closet are the latest style. There is far more to your life than the food you put in your stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your body. Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, careless in the care of God. And God’s love for you is just as great as Her love for the birds.
Has anyone fussing in the mirror ever gotten taller, even by so much as an inch? All this time and money wasted on fashion – do you think it makes that much difference? Rather than looking at fashions, walk outside instead and look at the wildflowers. They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like what they wear? The ten best-dressed men and best-dressed women in the country look shabby alongside these wildflowers.
If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers – most of which are never even seen – don’t you think God will take pride in you, and give you every good thing? What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax – to not be so preoccupied with getting so you can respond to God’s giving. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow.  God’s eye is on the tiniest of sparrows, and God will surely help you deal with whatever hard things come upon you when the time comes.

Gospeler: The holy gospel of Jesus, the Anointed One

All:  Glory and praise to you, our Savior Jesus Christ.

Homily

Profession of Faith  
Presider: Let us join together in our profession of faith, hope, and love.

All: I believe in one God, one human family, one planetary community,
one body, one love uniting all things, for God’s love is infinite, fecund and beautiful.

I believe I am entangled with all earth life and with all living 
and non-living creatures.

I believe the future is the relational unity of all things in God.

I believe this earth has a future entangled with God.

I believe the heart of God is love.
Presider: Beliefs guide us, faith strengthens us, but love -- love is the core energy of life. Where there is love, there is no death, only future. Love raised Jesus from the dead; love heals and makes whole. It is time to stop talking about the risen Christ and begin to love in a radically new way. The power in our midst to reimagine a new world is Love. 
(Ilia Delio, Center for Christogenesis)

All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen. 
Intercessions: Reader …Our response will be:  Loving Creator, hear our prayer.
· For the poor, hungry, and neglected all over the world, that their cries for daily bread may inspire works of compassion and mercy among those to whom much has been given, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For farmers with limited or marginal land throughout the world, and for those who lack access to water and other resources, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For the health of women, children, and families around the world, especially for an end to maternal and child mortality – that in building healthy families, all God’s people may be empowered to strengthen communities and repair the breaches which divide nations and peoples, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For an end to the waste and desecration of God’s creation; for access to the fruits of creation to be shared equally among all people; and for communities and nations to find sustenance in the fruits of the earth and the water God has given us, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For all nations and people who already enjoy the abundance of creation and the blessings of prosperity, that their hearts may be lifted up to hear the needs of the poor and afflicted, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For partnerships between rich and poor, those who have and those who need, that understanding and compassion may flourish and grow around the world, let us pray: Loving Creator, hear our prayer.

· For whom else and what else shall we pray? 

 (adapted from the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, Sisters of the Holy Family)

Presider: Loving God, we offer you the prayers we have spoken aloud, and those that remain deep in our hearts, and ask them in the name of Jesus, our brother and your Anointed One.

All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen. 
Preparation/Offering Song: #748, Morning Has Broken or another selection

Offertory Prayers

Presider: (pouring water into the cup): By the mingling of this water and wine, may we live our divinity in Christ, as Christ lives his humanity in us. 

Presider or Bread Minister: Blessed are you, God who has gifted us with creation. It is through your goodness that we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
All:  Blessed be God forever.

Presider or Wine Minister: Blessed are you, God who has called us to care for creation. It is through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.
All:  Blessed be God forever.

Presider: My sisters and brothers, let us offer our gifts in love to God our Creator. Then fold.
All:  May God accept these gifts, and be gracious to us, to those we love, and to people of good will around the world.
Presider: Loving and Gracious God, receive the prayers and offerings given by a people you call your own. We offer ourselves and our gifts to you in union with Jesus, whose journey from death to life we celebrate in this Eucharistic meal we share. May we be nourished by the resurrection of Jesus, whose rising to new life promises life to the world.   


All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer  
Presider: May our God be with you.

All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them up to our God.  

Presider: Let us give thanks to our loving God.
All:  It is right to praise God and give Her thanks. 
Presider: Blessed are you, Faithful God. All your works, the heights and the depths, echo your praise. In the beginning, your Word called forth the light. Night withdrew, and creation dawned. Ages passed unseen, as waters gathered on the face of the earth, and life appeared. When the time at last had ripened, and the earth had grown full in abundance, you created in your image woman and man and asked us to work with you in nurturing your creation. You gave us breath and speech, that we might find a voice to sing to your goodness. So now, Creator God, with all the voices of heaven and earth, we raise our voices and sing our ageless hymn to your glory:    

All:  Holy, holy, holy God, Spirit of Love and Peace.  Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God.  Hosanna in the highest.

Presider: Remember us gathered here, O God, your people who offer you these gifts for ourselves and for those dear to us. In union with your whole Church, we honor Mary, the mother of Jesus. We honor Joseph, her husband, and all the saints, especially Sarah, Hagar, and Abraham, our ancestors in faith; Elizabeth Ann Seton, Teilhard de Chardin, Rosa Parks, Oscar Romero, Dorothy Day, Mother Mary Lange, Harriet Tubman, Bishop Frank Murphy of Baltimore who supported the ordination of women in the Church, all those in this community who have gone on before us, and all those holy men and women who join in a dance of love and joy in your eternal presence. May our prayers be joined with theirs in one great hymn of endless love and praise for your goodness.    

Epiclesis  

Presider: Radiant Word, Blazing Power, White-Hot Wondrous One, once again come down this day + and breathe the Spirit of the Risen Christ into the gifts we offer. 
(Teilhard de Chardin, Mass on the World)

Words of Institution

All: On the night before he met with death, Jesus came to table with the women and men he loved.  He took bread and praised you, God of all creation.  He blessed and broke the bread, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take this, all of you, and eat it: This is my body which will be given up for you. 

All: When supper was ended, he poured a final cup of wine, and blessed you, God of all creation:  He passed the cup among his disciples and said:  Take this, all of you, and drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me. 

Deacon or Presider: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we acknowledge your love and boundless compassion – how you suffered the Great Sweat of the Cross; how you died and journeyed through the Six Worlds; how you returned to Life bringing balance to the Worlds; and how you will come again in glory to make us one. 

Presider: Loving and Compassionate God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty.

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of 

this earth, so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live.

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your 

sight. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace and we walk with our brother Jesus toward the Unity you promise.
(adapted from Pope Francis, Laudato Si)
Doxology
All: Through Christ, may all creation unfold; 
With Christ, may all creation be one; 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed;
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, may all glory and honor be Yours, 
forever and ever. Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus
Presider: Let us pray together to our Loving God in words that Jesus might pray this day:

All: Our Mother, whose body is the Earth,
Sacred is your being. 
Your gardens grow, your forests return after fire.
May your will be done in our cities,
As it is in nature.
Thanks be this day
For food, and air, and water.
Forgive us our sins against the Earth,
As we are learning to forgive one another.
Surrender us not unto extinction,
But deliver us from our folly.
For yours is the beauty, and the power,
And all life, from birth to death, from begin to end.
So be it, forever. Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
(Adapted From Life Prayers by Elizabeth Roberts and Elizabeth Amidon)

Deacon or Presider: Jesus said, A new command I give you, that you love one another as I have loved you. The peace of Christ be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Deacon or Presider: As God has given us peace through Christ, let us offer the peace of Christ to one another. 
Presider: This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the brokenness of our world.  How blessed are we who are called to this table.

All:  Jesus, you make me worthy to receive you. By your word, I am healed.

Presider: This is the banquet of Jesus the Christ who invites all to the table, and who welcomes all to participate in this meal.
Communion Song and/or Contemplative Music Following Communion: #705, A Place at the Table and/or #875, This Is My Song, or other selections
Closing Prayer

Presider: Loving God, grant us the wisdom to care for the earth and till it with love. Keep us mindful of its needs. Help us to act now for the good of future generations and all your creatures. Grounded in the covenant of your love, may we discern and practice all that makes for the earth’s wellbeing. We pray this prayer in union with our brother, Jesus, who has nourished us this day with bread, with wine, and with the beauty of each other’s faces.

All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
Announcements
Final Blessing

Presider: As we go forth from this sacred space, may we recognize our oneness with all that is in the Earth, on the Earth, and in the Cosmos. 
All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.

Presider: May we truly and deeply value the inherent worth of all that lives and breathes water and air in our interconnected web of existence.
All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen. 

Presider: May we commit ourselves to finding ways to nurture God’s creation, and may we avoid all actions that diminish beauty and life.  
All: Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
All: (Please extend your hands in blessing over our community and our world.) And may we hold our commitments and each other gently yet firmly, as we bless each other + in the name of the God who creates, loves and sustains us all. Om, Ta’ho, Awen, Amen.
Closing Song: #712,  For the Healing of the World, or another selection
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