FORMATION OF LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

INTRODUCTION: 

Author and Liturgist, Donna Cole shares with us: 
In baptism each of us is called and challenged to join with Christ, to become one with the community of believers, and to share in the ministry of salvation. As our faith matures, we are drawn to respond to that call by recognizing the gifts that God has given us and discerning the ways in which they may best be used in the service of God’s people. For some, this is a conscious choice, a decision with clear options—to follow or to turn away; for others, it may mean a more, subtle shift in life priorities. For such a time of discernment to occur, we need an inner quiet, a place where the whisper of the Holy Spirit can begin to be heard. For many of us, this place is a tiny refuge of calm threatened constantly by the turmoil and demands of our daily lives. Donna Cole
In her book on liturgical resources she describes four areas of formation for liturgical ministers:

1. To focus actively and attentively on the call to ministry.

2. To nurture the connection between liturgy and everyday life.

3. To emphasize the spiritual foundation of ministry.

4. To present practical information on how (and how not) to serve at liturgy.
Along with Call and Response, Call to Spirituality, Call to Prayer, and Call to Service. 

In Discernment Cole shares 
Through prayer we come to recognize the whisper of the Holy Spirit within us. Having determined to listen, a choice remains. Now we must choose the direction of that first uncertain step on the path of service.

This is discernment; this is the ongoing struggle of wondering, the inward-looking time of asking who it is we are called to be. As surely as we are born, and as certainly as we must some day die to live again, each of us has a role to play in the great plan of salvation. That role is ever-evolving, and that evolution demands that we attend with our heart and all our senses to textures and aromas, to light and darkness, to silence and noise, to order and chaos, to sadness and joy, to death and resurrection. Only in this way may we find our place in a creation, which is at once elegantly simple and rich in complexity. In liturgy we assemble these elements of creation and find a place for each. The same is true in our own lives for it is only as our awareness of the wonder of creation grows that we may begin to find our own place among them. As we begin to discover this identity, the call to ministry may become clear for an instant. Grasping that instant is the challenge. Whatever else we do, this much is certain: if we seek holiness at all times and strive to live always in the example of Jesus Christ, we cannot fail to glorify God. 

The Prayer of Ritual

In choosing liturgical ministry as a way of life and form of service, the time of discernment does not end. Discernment continues as we are challenged to consider not only whether to serve but also in what ways our service can be of the greatest value. As ministers of the community at prayer, the liturgy itself becomes a part of our own spirituality and life, in which each element takes on deeper significance. The Lectionary for Mass: Introduction (LMIn) professes that “the more profound our understanding of the liturgical celebration, the higher our appreciation of the importance of God’s word. Whatever we say of the one, we can in turn say of the other, because each recalls the mystery of Christ and each in its own way causes that mystery to be ever present” (5). As ministers of that liturgy, our understanding of both the celebration and the celebrating community is crucial. A particular challenge is to avoid allowing our symbols and celebrations to become ordinary. In no sense can the paschal mystery be ordinary. Every liturgy we celebrate, Eucharistic or not, is integrally connected to that mystery which makes us one. All that we do and all that we are has its source and purpose in that one act of sacrifice and salvation.

Everything that we do at liturgy has meaning. Ritual dialogue and posture are two elements of our celebrations, which we often take for granted. By paying more careful attention to them, though, they may serve as a continuing focus for individual prayer and growth. 

Exploring Faith through Liturgy

Our liturgy takes this faith that we profess and gathers with it all of our emotions, hopes and dreams, fears and failings, and joys and sufferings and forms them together into the worship which speaks of all these things. “[T]he effect of the liturgy of the sacraments and sacramentals is that almost every event...is made holy by divine grace that flows from the paschal mystery of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection, the fount from which all sacraments and sacramentals draw their power. The liturgy means also that there is hardly any proper use of material things that cannot thus be directed toward human sanctification and the praise of God” (CSL 61).

Our worship takes form not only in the words we speak and the praises we sing but also in the way we pray with our entire bodies. Our communal prayer is never passive; we stand in praise, kneel in penitence, walk in procession, embrace in reconciliation, and go forth as a people of peace to serve the world. Long-time Catholics may no longer notice these ritual movements because they have become automatic, almost reflex, to us. These movements merit greater attention for ministers of the liturgy. They can help us to focus our own prayer as well as help us to explore more deeply the symbols, which help us to imagine the God whose simplicity and complexity is beyond the ability of our words to describe.

Nothing we do at liturgy should be routine. From the time we enter into our place of worship to the moment we go forth as a community to serve in the spirit of that prayer, every action should

20Exploring Faith through Liturgy

be deliberate. “It is an old and honored practice for all who enter a church to dip their hand in a font of holy water and sign themselves with the sign of the cross as a reminder of their baptism” 

PROCESSION

As a liturgical minister, you will often take part in ritual procession. This, too, should be undertaken with a clear understanding and conscious attention to the movement. Procession at liturgy is not merely a way of moving people from place to place but is rather an expression of purpose and unity. At a eucharistic liturgy, we gather as a people of faith. The procession is a symbolic representation of our communal journey to the altar of sacrifice and salvation. This procession is led by the cross, the sign of our salvation, and we who believe follow that cross into the very presence of our God. Again our action can focus our prayer as we call to mind the ways in which our own faith journey leads us onward.

LWICC – processions. Explanation of inviting the role of cross bearer and lector to carry lectionary.  Lectionary in procession verses the Book of the Gospels.
We sit as the Word of God is proclaimed among us not as spectators but as companions of our Lord, watching and waiting, open to the Word, which comes to life and is fulfilled in our gathering.

Filled with joy, we stand as our Alleluia acclaims the Word of the Lord broken open and shared among us. We rise as we proclaim the risen Christ as Lord and Savior. As we stand our bodies reflect both our awe of this great mystery and our own dignity as a Christian people, washed clean and called to be holy by the Word we now hear. We stand in unity with one another, a family of believers whose strength comes from the faith we share. We stand with those whose faith is weak, with those whose vision seems certain, with those who question, and with those who see truth, and we stand confident, one with all the saints, risen in the timelessness of Christ.

We embrace those with whom we have broken open the Word and shared the story of salvation as we struggle to recognize in each other the living Body of Christ. Here we may stretch the limit of our comfort; a handshake is far removed from a kiss of peace, but it may be the first step in breaking out of the isolation of our own private prayer experience. Here we have the opportunity to be truly present to each other, to be what we receive, but sadly we too often limit ourselves to the safety of distance. Touch communicates far more than words, reaching through pain and speaking of a desire for peace and reconciliation. Our relationships are defined in the way we touch each other. The church recognizes the power of touch in the laying on of hands, an ancient form of prayer and healing. Our contact with one another brings us closer to touching Christ, allows us to experience the wonder of his presence in our midst. It draws us to enter into the communion which makes us one, the communion that allows us to live in the house of the Lord, and we bow in reverence to that communion which makes the paschal mystery both mystery and reality.

When finally we are sent forth from our community, we are called to embody the peace of Christ and to share the Good News with all the world. The eucharistic liturgy ends with the words, “The Mass is ended, go in peace to love and serve the Lord,” followed by the assembly’s response of praise. The Mass is ended, but the service is just beginning, as our time of service has neither beginning nor end. Although we are formed in prayer and our worship is a sort of “spiritual recharging,” if our prayer does not call us to action in the name of the Lord, our ministry will have no meaning. It is empty and without substance; it is function without reason. In order for ministry to be real, we are called to take the words and ritual of prayer and transform them into the works that define us as Christians.

So, let us take a look at each of the active ministries:

Lector: Minister of the Word

You are called to proclaim the Word of God. You are a storyteller, called to speak the words of salvation. First you must learn the story so that when you share it, the Word will take life and dwell among those who hear it. It is not enough just to read the words on the page; this ministry requires, above all things, a strong belief in and devotion to the Truth proclaimed in Scripture. Your mission to proclaim the Word does not begin and end with the celebration of liturgy; it is the natural extension of a Christian life. While part of your role is to bring the words on the page to life, these same words should become a part of your own life so that day by day you may become a living example of the Word in action.

In Preparation:

Your role in the Liturgy of the Word is crucial, and it is essential that you approach it with sincerity and firm commitment. Most of your preparation will take place well before the start of the liturgy at which you minister. For example, if you read at Sunday Eucharist, it may be helpful to include the readings which you will proclaim as part of your prayer life for the week. Read the passages of Scripture preceding and following the section you are to proclaim to better understand the context of the passage. Meditate on the reading throughout the week, perhaps focusing on one word or idea which speaks to you. Become so familiar with the reading that you can tell the story it contains and communicate that story to the assembly. Read the passage aloud, paying attention to pronunciation and diction. The proclamation of Scripture is “spoken song,” as the text demands a certain cadence and tone as well as dynamic control. If the story has become a part of you, your voice will naturally begin to reflect the emotional color of the text, and the words you speak will begin to take on a greater meaning both for you and for those who hear your voice. It is essential to remember, though, that liturgy is not a dramatic reenactment of past events. Scripture is not a script. Liturgy is the (Lectors) Readers active reality of our shared prayer. The proclamation of the Word is a living dialogue that allows us to hear and respond to the God present among us. What we profess as Christians is at once unbelievable, wondrous, and terrifying. If the Word is proclaimed in faith it possesses the power to transform lives.

Some Practical Considerations:

Reading before a mirror with the assistance of a tape recorder can help you to evaluate and improve your proclamation style. Making eye contact with the assembly is an essential part of sharing the Word because all that we do at liturgy is interactive. Reading with the mirror can help to establish a natural way to initiate and maintain that contact. The tape recorder allows you to hear yourself as others hear you and may help you to correct problems with diction, pronunciation, or pacing. Speak slowly and distinctly, project your voice without shouting, and maintain control while you speak. Learn to control your breathing so that your phrasing is dictated by the text rather than by your own need to take a breath. If you have difficulty with this, talk to the music minister in your community. The concepts of breath control in singing apply equally well to speaking. Speak slowly, and when you feel your pace is correct, slow down slightly more to be certain that you will be heard and understood. 
Always take time to review the readings before proclaiming them in the assembly, regardless of how familiar a passage is to you. Pay special attention to pronunciation and articulation of any difficult passages. In addition to the recommendations made earlier with respect to your spiritual preparation, take the time to become intimately familiar with the reading so that you can tell the story with conviction. Do not over-prepare to the point where you become tired of the reading. The story should become new with each telling. A balance may be achieved when the text is both comfortable and stimulating at the same time. When you reach this point, you will easily be able to lift your eyes from the page frequently so that you can connect with the assembly. If you need to use your finger to keep your place, do so. If it is difficult for you to proclaim easily from the lectionary because of the size of the type, the text can be enlarged and inserted into the lectionary.

· Take particular care to check the pronunciation of any unfamiliar words or names, especially those which appear as special intentions. Such sensitivity to family members in the community defines us as an assembly who welcomes those in need. Take your time in preparation; the result will be well worth the time invested.

· When you arrive at church before the liturgy, take time to review texts, the general intercessions, and any announcements or changes, which may have taken place. Be aware of ritual changes that occur seasonally.
Reverence:  While you are reviewing the texts of the day, handle the book of Scripture with care. When carrying it or moving it, use both hands.

As Liturgy Begins:

The entrance procession for a Eucharistic liturgy includes a reader who may carry the Book of the Gospels (GIRM 120d). The lectionary is intended to remain at the ambo. The lectionary is not brought in procession to avoid duplication of symbols. As you process through the church, carry the Book of the Gospels with dignity. The book should be easily seen by the assembly. Focus your attention on it. We believe that the Lord is present in Word as well as sacrament. Your posture and attitude should be a reflection of the presence that you carry. When you reach the sanctuary, place the Book of the Gospels on the ambo or altar, reverence the altar, and go to your seat.
Proclamation:

Some communities reflect the situation in which several readers proclaim the readings. The ideal would be to have a reader for the first reading, a psalmist for sung proclamation of the responsorial psalm, and a different reader for the second reading. [Which is what we do here at LWICC, we also include a Lector to proclaim the Gospel]

After the opening prayer, go to the ambo for the reading, remembering to reverence the altar (not the presider!) if you pass it. 

Begin with the citation: “A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.” It is inappropriate to announce, “Our first reading is....” This is distracting and serves no useful purpose. At the end of the reading, be sure to pause and conclude the reading with, “The Word of God.” In order to keep the flow of liturgy going, remain at the ambo until the music begins for the responsorial psalm. 

(try fifteen seconds— it feels longer than it is!), and return to your seat as the sung proclamation of the psalm begins (the psalm, along with the other texts, should be proclaimed from the ambo). 

[choice of music ministers]

When the psalm is concluded, after appropriate silence the second reader should move to the ambo to begin the next reading. Again conclude the reading with a pause and then say, “The Word of God.” 
Do not lift the lectionary as you speak these words. At this point the Word of God has been proclaimed and is alive and present among the people of God. Instead, look up and connect with those who now hold the Word in their hearts. Remain at the ambo until the music for the gospel acclamation begins. 

Return to your place and remain standing and actively listening to the Gospel proclamation. 
Be seated as the Word is broken open in the homily. After the Creed, our profession of faith, the presider usually introduces the general intercessions. The reader [or deacon] should begin moving toward the ambo at the conclusion of the Creed.  
Take care in reading the General Intercession as they are written and to check in advance the pronunciation of the names included in any special intentions if you are uncertain.  For those who prepare the General Intercessions it is always a good idea to see if the response chosen will fit all of the intentions.  (ex. At Claire and Dan’s wedding – Hear us, O God)

Conclusion

As the liturgy concludes, remember that your role as minister does not end when you reach the door. Stay to continue sharing the Word with your sisters and brothers as they are sent forth to serve the Lord. By your presence, you help to build community and to strengthen the faith that we share. This story makes us one. 

Ministers of Communion

As a minister of communion, you have been called to serve the very life of the church, the living Body of Christ. Eucharist is what defines us as community, as a Catholic-Christian people living the command of Jesus our brother, as we make known the promise of the Gospel. The sharing of the Body and Blood of Christ is the source of our collective spiritual life. In your ministry you serve your sisters and brothers by sharing with them the mystery that makes us one.
When you speak the words, “Body of Christ” or “Blood of Christ,” you describe not only what you hold in your hands but also the person you are and the person you see before you. “The act of Communion, therefore, is also an act of faith. For when the minister says, ‘The Body of Christ’ or ‘The Blood of Christ,’ the communicant’s ‘Amen’ is a profession in the presence of the saving Christ, body, soul and divinity, who now gives life to the believer” (This Holy and Living Sacrifice [HLS] 16). Making eye contact with each communicant and consciously interacting with each person individually transforms what could become routine into the reality of ritual. Central to this ministry is the development of a “sense of the sacred.” If this sense of the sacred becomes natural, your presence at liturgy will assume a measured dignity.

Practical Considerations:

In addition to the essential spiritual preparation, a number of practical preparations are required. In order for your ministry to feel natural in a practical sense, practice handling the vessels with unconsecrated bread and wine until you lose the initial awkwardness that most people feel. Many ministers of communion feel uncomfortable handling the vessels, particularly the cup. Certainly this takes some practice as it is unusual in our secular society to serve another adult person in quite this way. Neither minister nor communicant should fear handling the cup.

One comfortable way to minister communion under this form is to hold the cup primarily with the non-dominant hand (the left hand for right-handed people, and vice-versa), using the other hand to balance the cup. The purificator would be held in the dominant hand. This allows the cup to be extended with both hands and permits the rim of the cup to be wiped and rotated easily. The cup should be wiped and turned after each communicant has received. Practice these motions until they feel natural. This will allow you to be more present to those receiving because your attention will be on them and not on juggling the cup. Whenever you carry or move filled Eucharistic vessels, do so with two hands, reflecting the respect you have for the Body and Blood.

The Eucharistic bread is most comfortably held between thumb and the first two fingers, as this allows communion to be given readily in the hand or on the tongue simply by rotating the wrist. Consider what to do if a piece of consecrated bread is dropped before it happens. This is not an occasion for hysteria but rather an event, which should be handled with as little fuss as possible. Immediately pick up the consecrated bread and consume it if possible. If it is undesirable to do so for any reason, place the consecrated bread in the hand that is holding the plate and keep it there until you leave to purify the vessel. At that time it may be disposed of according to the custom of your community.

The same general process may be applied to a spill of Eucharistic wine. Absorb the spill with a purificator (several, if necessary). Rinse the purificator in the sacrarium, then launder the purificator in the usual way. Thinking through the events that may happen at liturgy in advance allows you to adapt to changing situations and will make you more confident in your ministry. When you arrive for liturgy, take a moment to center yourself and to place yourself in the presence of the Lord. Having done this you may begin the more pragmatic preparation for liturgy in an appropriate frame of mind. Remember to wash your hands before handling the bread and wine.

When you speak of the elements, use specific, appropriately descriptive terms. When we say “Eucharistic bread” rather than “bread,” our words reflect our belief in the Christ present in this sacrament. In contrast, if we routinely say “bread and wine” when we mean “Body and Blood,” we may begin to diffuse what we believe, and worse, we may unknowingly encourage others to do the same.

Sharing the Body and Blood:

As you move to the sanctuary as a minister of communion, your motion should be unhurried and with purpose. Questions of positioning or function of various ministers should have been determined before liturgy began, so that at this time each minister can move directly to the appropriate place without any distracting confusion. Your posture of standing is a posture of reverence.

As you receive the vessel, reach for it with both hands, carrying it carefully as you move into position. As each person approaches you, look directly at the communicant; be sincere and inviting as you interact with each. Don’t be afraid to touch as you share communion, as this is a very special form of communication. Don’t back away as people approach you, although this may be a natural response. To share in this way, we have to be physically closer to people than usual, and this may cause some natural discomfort at first. Time will eliminate this discomfort if you remember not to move. Take your time; never think that you must rush. If you need a moment to reposition your hands or to wipe the cup or to change the position of the purificator, look down as you do so. The person receiving will likely wait until you look up again before attempting to receive.

When sharing the Eucharistic bread, remember to check the posture of the person receiving to see whether that person wishes to receive in the hand or on the tongue. Make no judgments about this; never attempt to force someone to receive one way or the other. In the same way, make no judgment about someone who receives under only one form. This decision should be the preference of the communicant.

When finished, carry the empty vessels to the side table (Credance table)  or sacristy. The Eucharistic wine should be consumed by the ministers of the Cup. If a quantity of Eucharistic bread remains, the minister may offer it to those assembled. If a large quantity remains, the presider will set it aside to be either consumed after Mass or to be taken home to be brought back at another time.  In most cases it is preferable to purify the vessels after the liturgy has been concluded to avoid distraction and to allow the ministers some time for prayer.

 Prepare yourself emotionally and spiritually to fulfill

your ministry.

• Nurture and explore your own spirituality and devotion to the Eucharist. Learn as much as you can.

• When you arrive for liturgy, take time to see that all is prepared for worship.

• Act always with reverence.

• As liturgy begins, allow your entire self to enter into the ritual.

• When you share the Body and Blood, enter into a true communion with those you serve.

• Begin and end all that you do with prayer.

Ministers of Hospitality ~ this is the responsibility of all members of the assembly.
You who are called to be ministers of hospitality are entrusted with fostering a sense of welcoming and belonging among those assembled at prayer. You are the first contact made with anyone who enters the worship space, and you represent the intent of the community to welcome and embrace all who come to share prayer. Although functions such as taking up the collection and seating latecomers are important, your role challenges you beyond “ushering” to see in every person the face of our Lord. Yours is a direct service, often a physical one, as you open doors, smile a greeting, or lend assistance to those in need. You have the opportunity to be the hands of Christ to the living Body of Christ. Approach your ministry with diligent preparation, and do not be discouraged by those who ignore you or refuse your help. Be watchful for the ways in which you can help to foster the sense of family among all who worship and especially among those who are new to your community. Most of all, by your very presence, be an example of the Christian love which identifies us and binds us together.
Preparation

In preparation for this form of service, it is necessary to develop an understanding of the ministry of the assembly. This ministry of the people is to participate actively in liturgy, praying and praising, sharing and receiving, hearing and responding, and acclaiming in action what we profess in faith. Eugene Walsh said,

The celebration of Sunday Mass should offer all the people the opportunity of experiencing God, of enjoying the contemplative experience. Everything that is done in planning and celebrating Sunday Mass should move relentlessly and with single-minded purpose toward this goal. Any other goal is not worth the effort....[The expression “celebrating community” has a very specific and definite meaning. The term embraces everybody without exception who celebrates a given Mass. It does not mean just the people of the congregation. It means people and priest and all other ministers. This celebrating community as such has a central role and ministry in the work of making Sunday worship come alive and of helping produce the experience of God. No other particular or individual ministry can substitute for the unique ministry of the celebrating community. It is important for us to identify this ministry clearly and to make it become a reality” (Ministry of the Celebrating Community 9).

As minister of hospitality, you minister to the entire celebrating community in an active way. By facilitating an atmosphere of welcoming, you enable each person to come to an experience of God. To do this, you must develop a sensitivity to the liturgy as well as a sensitivity to the assembly. If you understand the liturgy, you will be more effective at providing people with the environment they need to worship.

As we gather for worship, you see to it that a welcoming atmosphere is presented. As the liturgy progresses, you ensure that this hospitable environment is maintained. A minister of hospitality can assist in the rites of preparation by taking a collection or helping with the procession. At communion you may assist those physically challenged to approach the altar or otherwise facilitate the communion procession. As liturgy concludes, your presence assists the assembly as it is sent forth. 
Your understanding and sensitivity should extend beyond the liturgy to each person. Make an effort to meet and interact with people so that you can greet them by name. This does not mean that you should greet those whom you do not know with any less enthusiasm. Among us, there really are no strangers. You are not greeting guests but welcoming members of a family into their home. Know your parish community. Pay attention to what is going on in your parish by reading the bulletin (COMMUNITY NOTES) and talking to the staff and coordinators for other ministries. Know the schedule of liturgies so that when people ask questions of you, your response will be direct, helpful, and informative. 
Reverence

When we speak of reverence, our thinking is sometimes limited to objects. But the people of God are entitled to respect as well, and as a minister of hospitality you are called to reverence the assembly both as a collective group and as individuals. Of course, you will honor in an appropriate way the liturgical objects and elements. But your respect for people must be always evident in your words, your actions, your expressions, and even your thoughts. If you can attempt to see in each person the image of Christ and respond as you would respond to Christ, your service will always be true. Your smile and greeting is a step in this direction, but hospitality does not end there. When you genuinely care about each person and work to provide for all a caring and welcoming environment for worship, you will fulfill your ministry. In this way you reverence and embrace the entire Christian community.

Ministering at Liturgy

When you arrive for liturgy, take time to pray, to center yourself, and to prepare to be a person of welcome. Check the worship space to see that it is free of clutter, that worship aids are neatly arranged, and that the area as a whole appears ready for a celebration. When all is prepared, check with the presider and other ministers for any ritual changes, which may require your assistance. Then give your attention to the gathering assembly. As you greet people, do not be afraid to touch or to speak more than a minimal “good morning.” Touch is a powerful means of communication, and a handshake or a hug may speak to someone in a way that your words cannot. Your smile reflects your sincerity as you extend the welcome of the community. As the liturgy begins, allow yourself to become immersed in the prayer as it unfolds, even as you continue to be attentive to the needs of all.

Conclusion

Your preparation for ministry should not be limited to practical considerations but should include an active prayer life. As you develop your understanding of your role in ministering to the community, your service will become a natural extension of your own faith. Your “hospitality” should not begin and end in church. Your Christian example should be evident in all that you do. 
Summary
• Develop an understanding of the ministry of the assembly so that you will be better able to serve the needs of the community at prayer.

• Study the form and structure of liturgy so that you may exercise your function in ministry without being a distraction to prayer.

• Be constantly sensitive to people, both as individuals and as assembly.

• Familiarize yourself with the building so that you can help to maintain a comfortable and welcoming worship environment.

• Know your community.

• Treat all people with dignity and respect.

• In all that you do, seek the image and presence of Christ.

Reflection
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work in us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen (Eph 3:14-21).

• Do I truly desire to know Christ?

• Do I search for the presence of Christ in the people I meet?

• Can I open my heart to accept the fullness of God in my life?

• Do I know my inner self? Will I permit others to know the person I really am?

• Am I capable of extending the welcome of Christ to all people regardless of status?

• Am I willing to serve in humility?

MUSIC MINISTRY: An announcement

FINAL REFLECTION:

The ministries of the Church are in our hands. We are called to be a servant community: a community that recognizes the natural leaders that God has given us, a community that dialogues with those leaders, a community that invites those leaders and all to sit together at the table of the Lord. May our vision be to receive one another as Christ received the holy woman of the gospel. May we work together to realize the dream of being united around one table, receiving together the bread that gives us life. Let us see one another in communion (Matovina 359-360).

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of one another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace that was given each of us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers (Rom 12:3-8,11-13).

• Am I aware of the gifts God has given me?

• Am I willing to offer these gifts in the service of God’s people?

* Do I offer these things eagerly or reluctantly?

• Do I become angry at the difficulties I encounter in my ministry?

• Do I pray regularly and spontaneously?

• Do I share what I have with those in need?

• Do I accept the hospitality of others when I myself am in need?

• Will I allow myself to be ministered to or do I reject those who reach out to me?

May the God of glory bless you who respond to the needs of your faith

communities as you commit yourselves to service in liturgical

ministry. May your ministry be fruitful and the worship you share be pleasing

in the sight of God. Amen (adapted from the “Blessing of Altar Servers, Sacristans, Musicians, and Ushers,” BB 1868).

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another

(Jn 15:12-17).
