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Jeremiah: 20:7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 16:21-27; Psalm 63, My soul thirsts for you, O God.

As I think so many of us are, I’m a pretty big fan of Richard Rohr’s. But in a homily a few years back, Richard said something that jarred me so badly that I couldn’t shake it off.  Fr. Richard was preaching on today’s first reading, and he pointed out that over the years, our scriptures are translated over and over. Most often, these re-translations are intended to clarify the original meaning of what was written. But sometimes the translations try to soften the original language, so that that it’s easier for our ears to hear. 
Richard went on to say that a good example of this softening-of-the-original-words phenomenon is the story we heard this afternoon of the prophet Jeremiah. We heard Jeremiah complaining that God duped him. In a previous translation though,  Jeremiah said that God had seduced him. But there are scholars of the ancient texts who say that the original word Jeremiah used was rape – Not God has duped me or God has seduced me, but God has raped me and I allowed myself to be raped.
I told you it was a jarring image. And I’m sure I don’t want to think of God the same way that a scribe writing 600 years before Christ envisioned God. I believe my God to be Abba, a compassionate God who calls me by name.  But I must admit, the message I hear today is a sobering and powerful one that makes me sit up and listen. When God grabs ahold of me,  calls my name and I respond, there is no going back to the way things used to be.  
Jeremiah willingly accepted his call to prophetic service, only to have it turn out to be a never-ending journey of pain, failure, and sorrow. And yet he couldn’t walk away. There was no escape from Jeremiah’s call to speak a prophetic word. The word that God called Jeremiah to speak had gotten so deep into Jeremiah’s bones, that as we heard him say this afternoon, he couldn’t keep it inside himself; he couldn’t not speak it. Jeremiah’s call was serious.
And this message of the seriousness of God’s call continues in the Gospel we  heard today. Once you’re my follower, says Jesus, don’t try to save your life; you’ll only lose it. Don’t try to gain the whole world; you’ll only lose yourself in the process. If you plan on following me, there will be a cross for you to pick up every day. And yet  the disciples accept Jesus’ call to follow him, just as Jeremiah accepted his call.    

I can’t help but believe that long after Jesus’ death, and deep into ministries that would eventually mean martyrdom for each of them, those same disciples might be sitting somewhere, deep in regret for what they had gotten themselves into.  And with Jeremiah, they might say,  This is not what I signed up for. You duped me and I let myself be duped. And even if I say ‘I’m outta here,’ your love is like a fire burning in my heart. And I must follow you. A call accepted leaves no room for turning back. 
So maybe today, we’re invited to reflect on the whole notion of call. So often in our Church, we think of The Call in terms of religious vocation. But God’s call is way more universal than that. It’s an invitation to each of us to pick up some cross every day. And while there are as many crosses as there are people to carry them, what comes to mind these days is how we are called to engage in our political process in this country. We can be a Democrat or a Republican. We can view identical issues and see them entirely differently; loving and reasonable people can do that. Our call is not only about WHAT we will do to spread God’s message; it is also about HOW we will do it. 
In his letter to the Romans, Paul made it clear to his community that with the coming of Christ, things had changed. God would no longer be appeased by external sacrifices – no more bulls or goats or turtle doves. We are to make our bodies a living sacrifice – sacrifice, the very word that comes from the Latin sacrum facere – to make a holy gift. So how do we become a holy gift? Paul tells us it is by allowing our minds to be transformed, open to whatever God calls us to do each day, discerning what – in Paul’s words – is good and pleasing and perfect, and then acting in a spirit of love to do as we are called. We do the right thing and we do it in love. As Jeremiah did. As the disciples did. 
What is it in our lives these days that bears the unmistakable signs of God’s call for us? Is it racial injustice? Is it poverty, homelessness, hunger? Is it any of the long list of ills we heard about at both Democratic and Republican conventions these past two weeks? Surely there is something for each of us to do as God calls each of us to transform our world. 
We don’t necessarily need to know how this will happen day by day. Pope Francis has said, “Our life is not given to us like an opera libretto in which all is written; our life is a call to walking, doing, searching, seeing.” We don’t need to see how our journey will unfold, but we do need to keep our ears to the ground for how God calls us to walk each day. 
And what we do doesn’t have to be spectacular. The author, George Elliott, once said that her heroines (and by comparison, most of the women she knew) were often  “foundresses of nothing.” their lives poured out in service, hospitality, witness and devotion, known only to a few and acknowledged by even fewer.  We can all be foundresses of nothing. We can labor in the smallest of ways, remembering that we are called to preach a word with our lives, and commissioned to deliver that Word every day, however we do it. 
So today, may we pray to feel God’s call like a fire burning in our hearts, Love itself imprisoned in our bones. Let us groan with a yearning to release that Love into the world. Let us live the call as Jeremiah and the disciples did. And in this turbulent year of pandemics, protests and politics, let us strive daily to hear our personal call to action and to respond in love.  AMEN.

Takeaway: Whether we want it to be this way or not, Christ calls us to manifest the presence  of God on earth, to proclaim peace, justice and love however we do that. We know there will be good days and bad as we respond daily to our call, yet we believe God is present in all we do.  
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