7th Sunday Ordinary Time year A
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18     1 Cor. 3: 16-23      Matt. 5: 38-48      Psalm 103

Things in our country are not going well.  I kept thinking about what I needed to lift my spirits from the gloom and doom many people are experiencing.  For me, I was thinking I need a sliver of hope.  Just a small crack of light to see beyond the darkness we find trying to push us down as we try to live gospel values.

I’m not much of a movie-goer, but I recently saw a movie that is a Star Wars stand alone.  It was not one of the big budget extravaganzas with lengthy battle scenes and many cameos with famous stars.  It is called Rogue 1. In the story the two main characters steal the plans for a machine that can obliterate an entire planet.  The very last scene of the movie shows the disc with the plans being handed to Princess Leah.  When she asks what it is the reply is “A sliver of hope.”

So, in the words of George Lucas, I say, “May the Force be with you.”  I hope if you are not a Star Wars fan you will let the jargon turn you off.  There is a message that we can draw from.  The phrase “The Force be with you” was used in the face of an impending challenge.  The force is an energy field created by all living things. It surrounds us and penetrates us.  It binds the galaxy together.  Jesus expressed the same kind of thoughts when he said, “Peace be with you.”  “My peace I give you.” It is the empowering force that surrounds us and penetrates us.  It comes from God and gives us the energy to do good.

All three of the readings today instruct us to be good and to do good.  Be holy, because God is holy and we are like God, so we are holy.  Go is love, forgiveness, mercy and compassion.  So, when we are loving, forgiving, merciful, and compassionate, we will be like God.  We will be holy.

However, Jesus says must not be satisfied with doing this for one another or for your family or for your friends or even for those in need.  You and I are called to a higher standard.  Everyday goodness is not enough.  We are called to be open to the movement of grace, open to change, open to seeing things differently than the way we have perhaps always done things.

The reading from Leviticus tells about worship and holiness of life.  We cannot bear hatred for anyone in our hearts; we can take no revenge or cherish a grudge.  This may be easier said than done. And yet, we are to be holy as God is holy.

St. Paul reminds us that the spirit of God dwells in each of us.  The temple of God is holy and we are that temple.  Once again, we must be holy as God is holy.  And he begs us to be unified in our belief that we are equal partners in Christ.  It does not matter who taught us or brought us to faith.  We are all equals.
These past several weeks, we have heard the pericope of Matthew’s Gospel that is known as the Sermon on the Mount.  Through the collection of talks given during his ministry, we hear Jesus remind us that to follow him means we don’t follow or judge things by sight alone or by earthly values.  The Sermon on the Mount tells us that and eye for an eye justice cannot be the way we live as Christians.  We are called to go beyond revenge or retribution, even beyond a legal action.
So are we supposed to be a door mat? Not at all.  When someone slaps a person on the face, it is expected the person will slap back. In the time of Jesus, a person who turns the other cheek means that I will now be hit as an equal.  It was a way to say I will not be dishonored and I will not be violent.  In the example of giving your shirt and your coat, again in the time of Jesus, a coat had to be returned by the end of the day.  Handing over both your shirt and your coat would leave you naked. Everyone would see that the person wanting your shirt is evil.  The Roman law at the time of Jesus made it okay for a soldier to force a person go one mile.  However, if you went two miles, as Jesus suggested, the soldier would be breaking the Roman law which would lead to consequences for that soldier. Jesus was teaching oppressed people. It is his teachings that inspired the nonviolent practices of people like Martin Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi.  We are to live in holiness.  I must admit there are some people I don’t like very much, maybe not even at all.  So I must remind myself that they too are children of God. It is hard to remember that especially when they lie or act unjustly. Trying to love them is exhausting, frustrating and downright uncomfortable. But we are called to love them anyway. By virtue of our baptism, we have made the choice to live and be holy as our God is holy. The Spirit dwells in all of us.  May the Force be with us.
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