Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 10/12/14

Isaiah 25:6-10; Phillippians4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14; Psalm 23

Whether it’s the feast on the mountain that we heard about in Isaiah, or the 23rd  Psalm, or the story of the wedding guests in Matthew’s Gospel, our readings today are all about God’s invitation to the fullness of life – to be all we can be, to enjoy the banquet of being alive as an integral part of God’s Creation.


Matthew’s story is told in the style of an allegory, where the King is God; his heir or his son being married is Jesus; the workers or messengers he sends out to invite people to the banquet are the prophets and the apostles; those who refuse the invitation, who have better things to do with their time are the leaders of the Jewish people (the elders, the scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees); and those who wind up coming to the banquet are the rest of us – not necessarily the first in anyone’s eyes, but worthy of an invitation nonetheless.


However, the invitation doesn’t come without some expectation on the part of the host. Those invited were asked to wear an appropriate wedding garment. In Matthew’s allegory, all that was required was a white garment of some sort. And we’re told by scripture scholars that nearly everyone in Matthew’s time would have owned one or would have been provided one by the host of any large feast like a wedding. So to  come to a banquet without a white garment would most ceretainly  have gotten you tossed out. It would be an insult to the host that a person wouldn’t even have taken the trouble to change his or her clothes.  

So one way of looking at the Gospel today is to say that when God calls, it’s not enough just to say YES, YES (remember the story of the two sons two weeks ago?). We have to bring something of ourselves to the table. And maybe that’s another way of saying that it’s not enough to profess faith – we need to be wearing the wedding garment of our deeds to fully participate in the banquet. 
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