Fifth Sunday in Lent Year B     March 22, 2015

It has been four weeks since we began our journey into the desert.  Hopefully, we have each been able to make a retreat--just as Jesus did in the readings for the first Sunday in Lent. 


Perhaps you have been able to create space in your heart so that God could fill you. Have we, in the words of the song, changed our hearts, this time?  Have we returned to God, with all our hearts the source of strength and goodness?  God has promised to take away our hearts of stone and give each of us a heart of compassion.

Jeremiah, in our first reading, reminds us that God has given us a new covenant.  YHWH has put the Law into our hearts.  Each, from least to greatest will know:  YHWH is our God, we are God’s people.


How exactly do we live this law etched into our hearts?  Are we looking at our world with the eyes of God?  Are we careful about how we use the resources of our planet?  Are we careful about reusing, reducing and recycling? Do we look at what we need, or giving in to what we want?


When we look with the eyes of God, do we see others around us?  Poverty is not always about economics.  Rev. Richard Rohr tells us “poverty is a lack of means to accomplish what one desires.  It can be relationships, intellectual ability, physical strength, freedom, or even simple dignity.”

In the letter to the Hebrews, Paul reveals how Jesus is the model for discipleship. We keep the law written in our heart with prayer and obedience just as Jesus did.  Jesus became the source of our eternal salvation by doing the will of God.


The gospel today tells us some Greeks happened to be in Jerusalem during the feast of Passover.  They wanted to meet Jesus.  We aren’t given a reason.  Maybe they had heard of this new teacher and had come to listen to his words. So Phillip and Andrew arrange the meeting.  And what does Jesus tell them?  If you don’t die like a seed the farmer plants, you are not good for much.  You must hate your life here in order to keep it for Heaven.  These are pretty harsh words. He even asks the listeners present whether he should he ask God to take away the suffering that is to come? No way.  It is the very reason he has come.  Jesus promises that when he is lifted up from this earth, he will draw all people to himself. This is indeed the very same thing Jesus asks us to do, die to ourselves, our wants, our desires so that we will bring about the kin-dom. Right here, right now.

We begin today the last week in Lent.  At the end of the week we will join Christians around the world. We will journey with Jesus to Jerusalem waving our palms to the son of David. We will celebrate the events of Holy Week the final supper Jesus shares with his friends. Then we will witness His prayerful night in the garden of Gethsemane asking his Abba to let this cup pass, if at all possible. We too will walk the way of the cross and listen to the mocking and jeering of the soldiers as Jesus hangs on the cross. There is still time to change our hearts.  We can still replace the hearts of stone with hearts of compassion, mercy, love and generosity.  God invites us again and again. Now, as is our custom, we invite any who wishes to share their thoughts.
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