Homily, November 22, 2015
Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe, Year B
Gloria R. Carpeneto
Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 1:5-8; John 18:33-37; Psalm 93 – O God, You reign, You are robed in splendor.
As we all know, every liturgical year starts with the first Sunday in Advent, when we’re invited to anticipate the birth of Christ. And it ends with the Feast of Christ the King, when we’re invited to anticipate Christ’s coming again in glory.

That is the feast we celebrate today. What would have been the last Sunday in Ordinary Time, morphs into a special feast that’s called a solemnity; and it’s intended to bring our attention to the fact that Jesus is King, and that at the end of time, he will come again. 
Since the 2nd Vatican Council – and frankly,  because of the influence of Teilhard’s theology on the Council  -- this Sunday has taken on a greater dimension. We no longer celebrate just the Feast of Christ the King; since the Council, we have celebrated the much more cosmic Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe. As human beings, we are all evolving into a Unity, a Wholeness, a Oneness with the God Who Is Love. And we anticipate that promised reality by acknowledging that when the universe  has arrived at its Omega Point, the Cosmic Christ will rule in all that is. We say it – and I hope we believe it – every time we gather for Eucharist – Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 
Christ will come again, not only as King, but as King of the Universe, and we hear something of that in all our readings today. 
In Daniel, we hear the prophecy that the Son of Man will come back on the clouds of heaven, and will have dominion and kingship over all peoples and nations. We don’t know exactly how this is going to happen. But we do know from Daniel’s apocalyptic dream that the four terrifying beasts of evil, greed, corruption, and injustice that threaten to tear humanity apart will be vanquished when the Son of Man returns. .   
In our Psalm, we hear that the Christ who is coming will be robed in the splendor of justice, radiating holiness. 
In Revelation, we hear that Jesus is expected to come back amidst the clouds, and that all eyes will see him. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Word who rules over the beginning and the ending of time. Christ is the Almighty One whose coming we hasten whenever we do good, act with compassion, care for the least of God’s creatures, and stand for justice  for all. 
So we hear these references to Jesus as King. He is the embodiment of Love whose coming will bring us all back into the fullness of God, who will restore unity to all that is. Christ the King of the Universe will indeed come again.    
But in John’s Gospel, we see the very human Jesus standing before Pilate, offering a slightly different picture of a king. Our faith tells us that Jesus will indeed come again as Christ, King of the Universe. But in the meantime, we are presented with a king whose kingdom is anything but cosmic. 
At this point in the gospel, Jesus has been arrested in the middle of the night. He’s been dragged away by a mob and his friends have all abandoned him, running away in fear. Jesus  has been spit on. He’s been slapped around. Totally powerless, he must have appeared to be anything but king-like.

And yet Jesus stands before Pilate and in response to Pilate’s rather sarcastic question says, not only I am a king,  but also my kingdom is not of this world. 

And this – for me, at least – is a Christ the King I can relate to right here, right now, in my little life lived in the little patch of time and space I occupy. I can celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King if I can strip away all the accouterments of king-ship, and hear Jesus say to me today Yes, I am a king – I am a servant-leader who again and again will lay down his life for his friends --  but my kingdom is not of this world.
In his words before Pilate, I can hear Jesus say, Yes, I am a king – but not a corporate king. I do not seek to make as much money as I can by opening stores for Black Friday or even Thanksgiving Day itself.

Yes, I am a king – but not a military king. I do not start wars to acquire and control  another country’s oil-rich resources.
Yes, I am a king – but not a political king. I do not spend millions of dollars that could feed the poor on advertising campaigns that are vicious and vile attacks on my political enemies.

Yes, I am a king – but not an isolationist king. I do not create boundaries and builds walls to keep people out  who are fleeing to my kingdom for their very lives. 
I could go on and on, but you get the idea. Yes, Jesus is a king, and he is our king. Yes, we celebrate that manner of servant-leader kingship today. Yes, it is a fitting way to end the liturgical year. 

We begin each liturgical year anticipating the birth of Emmanuel, God-With-Us. And we end each year, remembering that not only has that Emmanuel been born, but He is with us wherever two or three are gathered in his name. We don’t have to wait for an apocalyptic Christ to come on clouds of glory. He will come. But in the meantime, He is with us every time we gather in love to remember his life, as a guide for our own. 
Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world, if by this world we mean a world of  selfishness, greed, violence against women and children, acts of terror, oppression of workers, discrimination toward those who do not look or sound like us. No, that is not Jesus’ kingdom. 

But if our world is one of compassion, of giving, of support for those who cannot care for themselves, and inclusion for those at the margins, then YES – Jesus’ kingdom is very much of this world. 

Every time we gather to pray in Jesus’ name, we remember that he is our avatar, the one who shows us the face of God. We remember that Jesus is the Holy One who invites us to look at his life, look at his words and his works, and be holy as he is holy.

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe. I only hope we can drop all the imperialism associated with kingship and see the feast for what it is – a celebration of the servant-leader Jesus who is the Beginning and the End and maybe most importantly, with us always in the ever-present Now. 
Gathered around the table, we will soon proclaim once again the mystery of our faith — Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. We look for the coming of the Cosmic King; but we live in the  present moment, the precious Now. And we follow the King whose loving service invites us to work with him – to transform the universe, and to bring about the Eternal Reign of the Kin-dom of God.
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