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2 Kings 5:14-17; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19; Psalm 98, Our God has revealed to the nations God’s saving power.

Let me share a little story with you …

A certain dervish was respected for his piety and appearance of virtue. Whenever anyone asked him how he had become so holy, he always answered, “I know what is in the Holy Koran.”  One day, he had just given this reply to an inquirer in a coffeehouse when a seeker asked, “Well, what is in the Koran?” “In the Koran,” said the dervish, “there are two pressed flowers and a letter from my friend.”  
Point being, there are many ways to approach scripture. Sometimes, we can take the exegetical approach. We can do our research. We can read scripture commentaries and histories and backgrounds and notes to delve into its deepest, multilayered  meanings. But other times, scripture shimmers in its simplicity. We can take the words of scripture just as they are – the whole of  wisdom in the Holy Koran, the words of the Torah and the Gospel of Jesus contained in the love of two pressed flowers  and a letter from a friend.
I think simplicity is the way to approach our readings today. It seems to me there’s one clear, visible, evident message there, and it’s gratitude. We see it in Namaan’s gratitude for his cure. We see it in the 10th leper’s gratitude for his as well. And we remember the words of the 13th century Dominican theologian, Meister Eckhart … If the only prayer you ever say is “thank you,” that would be enough. Today, let’s not delve into deep historical, literary, cultural interpretations of scripture. Let’s stick with two pressed flowers and a letter from a friend.  
And instead of more homily, I’d invite us all today to share stories of gratitude in our lives. Here are a few things you might think about …
· Like Namaan, have you ever received a gift you didn’t think much of at first, and only came to appreciate later on?

· Like the 10th leper, did you ever receive as gift that overwhelmed you with the generosity of its giver?
· Has someone ever shown great gratitude to you?

· Have you ever shown immense  gratitude to someone else?

· What’s the role of gratitude in your life?
So let’s wrap this discussion up with a thought from that great philosopher-saint, Willie Nelson, who says, When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned around. Gratitude turned Willi’s life around. That was true for Namaan the commander of Syrian armies. It was true for that 10th leper. It was true for Willie. May it be true for us, today and for the rest of our lives.  AMEN.
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