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Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-12; Psalm 96, Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Last Sunday, you may recall, we celebrated the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. It was a day when our readings gave us a strong message of the universality of call.

· Last Sunday, we heard the call to be the Suffering Servant in the book of Isaiah. 

· We heard a call to love and service extended by Peter in the Acts of the Apostles, a call that Peter said was not only for the Jewish people, but a call to anyone who followed Christ, a call that extended even to the gentiles.  

· And in Luke’s Gospel, we heard the story of Jesus at his baptism, rising up out of the darkness of his baptismal waters to accept his call as God’s Beloved, the one on whom God’s favor rests. 
Last Sunday, we talked about the idea of  the universal call extended to us in our baptism to be priest, prophet and king. We boiled those three words down to their essence when we said our call is quite simply:

To be Priest … just another word for one who prays for the world. 
To be Prophet … just another word for one who speaks the truth. 
To be King … just another word for a servant-leader, one who models an compassionate commitment to hands-on service to those in need. 

And we said that – when all is said and done – our baptismal call is simply to be the fullest expression of a human being that we can be. God calls each of us to live as one who is grounded in the prayer of a priest, the truth of a prophet, and the service of a king. 


So that’s where our readings left us last week – sort of high & dry, holding onto this idea of call, but not knowing exactly where to go with this invitation to be as fully developed a human being as we can be (always a scary proposition). In the tradition of the great prophets we might be tempted to respond to our call with words like this – I am  too young … I am too old … I stutter when I speak … as Amos the prophet said, I am merely a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore trees … or as a little girl from Kansas said, I am Dorothy the Small and Meek. Please don’t ask me to be all I can be. Priest,  prophet, king – a life that is lived every day in prayer, truth, and service – when you really think about it, that’s a pretty tall order.

Luckily for us, though, scripture doesn’t  leave us merely called. Today, we’re given the hope that we can be transformed so as to be able to respond to our call.  Saints and sages from Moses to Iraneus to Mother Teresa have all said that the glory of God is a human being fully alive. We are called, then transformed to be just that – fully alive, the manifestation of the eternal glory of God, right here, right now, in our lives, in the time and space we occupy. We can be changed. We don’t have to answer our call from a place of wondering if we’re up to the task. We can answer our call from a place of confidence in the promise of our own transformation. 
Speaking through the prophet Isaiah, God promises each of us that we will have a new name. We will not be called Forsaken or Desolate any more. In words perhaps more familiar to us today, we will never be called Insufficient, Inadequate, or Not Enough. No matter what we may call ourselves, God will always insist on calling each of us My Delight. When we come to believe that YHWH truly rejoices in us exactly as we are, we are transformed.
Writing to the community at Corinth, Paul lists just a few of the problems that seem to be manifesting there. In the first eleven chapters of this first letter to the Corinthians, Paul draws the community’s attention to their sexual immorality, idol worship, infidelity, incest, improper decorum, selfishness, unequal treatment of each other, pride, and more. But then he turns right around and says – for all of your shortcomings, you are still God’s Delight. God gifts you for prayer, for truth and for service. Each of us is gifted, says Paul, and God is constantly working through all our gifts. When we exercise our gifts, we are transformed.   
And in the ultimate act of transformation, in John’s Gospel we see Jesus literally changing water into wine. The water starts out as life giving and essential and purposeful; it is in no way inadequate. Yet Jesus has the ability to transform it into something even fuller, richer, and more delightful. The words and the actions of Jesus changed the very essence of the water. And if Jesus could turn water into wine, can we not believe that he can transform us at our very core into people of prayer, truth and service – priests, prophets and kings? When we allow Jesus’ words and deeds to touch us every day, we are transformed. 
I suspect that everyone gathered here today has had some sense of call and transformation at some point in his or her life. There has been a time when each of  us has been called to rise to some occasion, and we have wondered, in retrospect, how did I ever do that? 

· How was I able to pray as I never  prayed before in that person’s time of need? 

· What gave me the courage to open my mouth and say something about that issue when I’m not like that at all?

· How did I ever stay as long as I did with that dying person who needed my presence for hours?

We can see in our lives a call to be priest, prophet, and king. And we can see just as surely, the transforming  grace we are always given 
· when our faith is in God’s overwhelming love for each of us; 

· when our gifts are accepted and exercised with gratitude; 

· and when our trust is in that Jesus who can transform us as surely as he transformed water into wine. 
We can be richer, fuller, our watery lives transformed into the wine of prayer, truth and service. Like the water in those stone jars, we need only allow Jesus to touch us, and we will be transformed.    
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