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Isiah 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17; Psalm 29, Our God will bless the people with peace. 
	In our second reading from the Acts of the Apostles today, we see the continuing unfolding of Peter’s journey from Knucklehead to Saint. Today, he finally gets it! After wrestling with himself over whether it was alright for a devout Jew to be in a Gentile’s home – let alone eat with one – Peter has a vision (do you remember it?) that leads him to understand that his call is to be in service to an Equal Opportunity God. It comes as no surprise, then, that as a result of that vision, Peter came to know the nature of God more deeply, and therefore the nature of his call more deeply. He was able to speak of God’s love in such a deep, personal and knowing way as to touch Cornelius’ the Gentile’s heart. And in just a few verses ahead of our reading today, we learn that Cornelius and his entire family were baptized in Jesus’ name as a result of Peter’s testimony.
	Let me make that point again – as Peter’s story unfolds over the course of the Gospels,  we can see that it was Peter’s active involvement in his own spiritual journey – his willingness to get up and dust himself off every time he fell down and learn from that  – that led him to know God’s love deeply … to recognize God in Jesus …  and to speak not doctrines or dogma but the truth of the love he knew. Peter’s journey from Knucklehead to Saint was the labyrinthine journey that we all take – a journey of deepening authenticity, with sometimes surprising twists and turns that continually led us all more deeply to the God dwelling at the center of ourselves. 
	Now we don’t know much about Jesus before he showed up at the Jordan River to be baptized, although it was the beginning of his public ministry,  and we believe he was about 30 years old. For all we know, Jesus had been a knucklehead in his first 29 years like Peter; we just don’t know. What we do know is that some unfolding in Jesus’ life eventually led him away from his home and down to the Jordan River to be baptized. It was rather momentous for him to do that because in Jesus’ day, faithful, practicing Jews were never baptized; baptism was reserved for proselytes, those who wanted to become part of the Jewish faith. If a Jew requested baptism, it was because he or she acknowledged a sinfulness that required a public renunciation and repentance. So there weren’t a lot of Jews rushing to the riverbanks! But one day Jesus showed up, and he insisted that John dunk him in the Jordan. Jesus seems to have wanted to be immersed in the fullness of the human experience – the good, the bad and the ugly – so he went under. 
And when he came up out of the water, just like Peter, Jesus had a vision. Peter’s vision showed him the universality of God’s love; Jesus’ vision showed him the particularity of it.    Between Peter and Jesus, we pretty much have all we need to know about God, and about our call in life.  
· Peter’s learning – I begin to see how true it is that God shows no partiality and loves us all.  
· Plus Jesus’ learning – I am a child of that impartial and loving God, and I am called to live in the likeness of that God.
· Equals our call – to strive every day to awaken to the presence of an all-loving God; to acknowledge that we are the children of that God; and then to share that knowledge in the world.
Our call doesn’t have to be in preaching as Peter’s was. It doesn’t have to be in healing miracles as Jesus’ was. It only has to be in the spreading of Love-with-a-capital-L every day, however opportunities to love present themselves to us. To paraphrase our first reading, like the Servant of God in the Book of Isaiah we’re called to remember that we are God’s chosen ones and God’s  delight. We are endowed with enough of God’s Spirit that we can bring justice to the world. We don’t have to cry out or shout aloud in the streets, knock people down, or break them when they are already weak. All we have to do is be faithful, for God has taken us by the hand, formed us and leads us to serve the cause of right. We are God’s Servant in the Book of Isaiah, and we are called to  open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and to bring light to dungeons wherever we find them. 
And we do all these things working every day as we are called in the moment --  at a medical practice in Hampden or a spiritual center in Towson, or a senior living facility in Columbia or Roland Park, in the hallways of the apartment building where we live, as an architect, a priest, a nurse, a teacher or however else we’re called to live lives of love.  Jean Vanier, founder of the L’Arche movement, says that living out our call is “a journey from loneliness to a love that grows in and through belonging … a journey into the heart of God that liberates us from self-centered compulsions and inner hurts and that finds its fulfillment in forgiveness and in loving even those who are our enemies.”  It is a journey of becoming fully human and fully recognizing the divinity that is our very essence. 
Peter took this journey. Jesus took this journey. And we are called  to take it as well. Each of us, every day, is called to the fullness of our humanity as both a beloved Knucklehead and a beloved Saint, living each day in the bosom of the Beloved. Let’s not forget that. AMEN!    
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