Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
15th Sunday OTB, July 11, 2021
Amos 7:12-1`5; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:6-13; Psalm 85, Let us see your faithfulness and give us your saving help.  

Sometimes I find that reading Paul’s letters can come close to making my eyes bleed! His writing can be a bit obtuse, to say the least. But today, there’s no doubt he’s sharing a very clear message, both with his community at Ephesus, and with our Living Water Community on Zoom.  And that message is this – that before we were even conceived, we were chosen and we were called.  Sounding a lot like Teilhard, Paul says, From before the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and blameless and full of love … we were willed an inheritance … we were predestined to praise the glory of the Most High. In other words, made in God’s own image and likeness, there’s no way around our destiny. We are called  out of an eternal Now to be in this world – this day, this moment -- as God is in this world, this day, this moment -- holy and blameless and full of love.  

Of course, different ones of us will respond differently to this call. In our first reading, we heard a bit of the story of Amos. Amos was not from a lineage of prophets and he belonged to no brotherhood or cult of prophets. He was, by his own admission, a rough man, an uneducated sheep herder who ate figs and pruned sycamore trees for a living. But for reasons known only to God, God called  Amos away from his flock and told him to prophesy to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and that is exactly what Amos did.  
In Amos’ time, that Northern Kingdom of Israel was prosperous, but it was also corrupt and unjust to its neighbors to the South. It was religious in its liturgies, but hypocritical in its lack of compassion for the poor. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had become complacent in its relationship with God. And Amos (sort of like the Bernie Sanders of his day) minced no words in castigating the “top1%.” It didn’t seem to bother  Amos that he was nobody special, and that the official prophets of Israel were only too happy to remind him of that.  Even when his fiery words were rejected, Amos stood his ground. God chose him, God called him, and Amos responded with his whole being, not counting the cost..
The Twelve who followed Jesus responded to their call as well. But their call  came with a few more explicit instructions than Amos’ call did. They were told by Jesus not only what to do but how to do it as well. They were instructed to proclaim repentance. Cast out demons. Anoint sick people with oil. But only when they had left all their belongings behind. They were to take with them no bread. No bag. No money. Not even an extra tunic.
Now one way to interpret this is to say that Jesus wanted each apostle to be  completely dependent on God, and on God manifested in their partner and in the people they would meet along the way. And that’s one good way to look at today’s Gospel. But I think another interpretation might be to say that Jesus realized that a ministry that’s weighed down with any baggage other than love of the person we serve is not really much of a ministry at all.


We are who we are, and God loves us as we are. So I’m not suggesting we can ever fully leave our individual agendas behind. But I do believe that when Jesus tells the Twelve to take nothing for their journey, we mighty think of that as an instruction in how to be in this world if we are going to do anything to manifest  the God who dwells in us. We’re each called to do something different. But how we do it should  be the same for all of us. Jesus invites us all to leave our own baggage behind so that we can be present in the moment to whomever we are called to love and serve. If it gets in the way, leave it behind.  


In last week’s Gospel, we heard that Jesus wasn’t able to work any miracles in his home town of Nazareth. And we’re led to believe that was because, as Jesus said, prophets are without honor in their home town and among their relatives and friends. In other words, the people had  little faith. But in my reflection on this Gospel, I wonder if it might also true that the very human Jesus – at the very beginning of his ministry -- was trying a little too hard. Was hoping to impress his Mom, his family, and his neighbors. Was bringing some of his own baggage to his ministry. This is speculation, of course; none of us can say if it’s true or not. But what we can do is reflect on a human Jesus who might make mistakes, who might learn from his mistakes, and who would try to direct his followers along a path that would result in a more fruitful ministry in response to our call.  


Carry nothing with you that’s going to get in your way. Take no pride. Take no fear. Take no low self-esteem. Take no inflated ego. Take no worries about what others will think of you. Take no need for flattery. Take no need to be the best. Take no false humility. Take no need to win. Take no need to be anyone’s doormat. Take no baggage, not even a carry-on  bag small enough to fit in the overhead rack. Just go with the God who has chosen you from all eternity. God took care of Amos. God took care of The Twelve. And, Jesus assures us, God will take care of you.  


In a few minutes we’re going to sing a song where we ask each other Will you let me be your servant, will you let me be as Christ to you? We’ll sing about being pilgrims on the journey, and about helping each other walk the mile and bear the load. So as we sing, I hope we can keep Jesus’ words in mind. As we set out to serve one another – as we walk the mile and bear the load every day -- let’s be sure our baggage is checked, and we’re free to walk in the freedom and light of God’s love. AMEN.     
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