13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
Barbara Beadles

Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24   Psalm 30
1 Cor. 8:7, 9, 13-1
 Mark 5:21-43

This week we return to the Gospel of Mark after a departure last week to celebrate the birth of John the Baptist recorded in the Gospel of Luke.
Today’s good news tells us about the healing of two unnamed women.  Jesus traveled the countryside bringing the message of hope to people whose hope was not all it could be. He had the reputation of being both prophet and healer. Much of his public ministry was spent in healing people. Curing, often confused with healing, was not his mission.  Healing has to do with wholeness, with giving meaning back to peoples lives. 

The healing stories of these two women reveal that the older woman had been isolated by a hemorrhage for twelve years.  Her physical condition made it impossible for her to be near anyone who wished to follow the purity laws.  No touching, no comforting, nothing.  Isolation and disgrace were her only companions. Low esteem? How about no self-esteem!

Even if people cared about her, they could not associate with her. And this condition had brought her to abject poverty for as Mark tells us, “she had spent all she had on doctors.” Desperation was a motivating factor for her to approach Jesus, the healer.  Not face to face, but from the back of him, no one will notice, “If I just touch the hem of his clothing, I will be healed.”
And of course, Jesus knows “power” has gone out of him.  More about that in a moment.

The author of Mark’s Gospel often uses a technique in the writing known as sandwiching.  He begins one story, then inserts another before completing the first.  He has done so in this passage.

The reading today begins with Jairus, an official of the local synagogue asking Jesus to come to his home because his twelve-year-old daughter is unwell. However, before Jesus leaves for the home of Jairus, the woman with the hemorrhage comes up and gets healed. Twelve is a significant number throughout the Old and New Testament.  It also connects the two women in this reading. Another significant connection is that Jesus breaks some important taboos. He speaks to this unknown woman in public, she is bleeding, and she touches him. Then when he gets to the home of Jairus, he touches the dead girl, taking her by the hand.
Through Jesus, both women are healed.  They each rise out of moral and spiritual sickness.  The were made whole and restored to their families, their friends, and back into society. Both their rights and dignity as humans was restored.
Federal Judge Dana Sabraw is attempting to bring healing and wholeness to the families whose children have been stolen in the latest enforcement of U.S. immigration laws.

 He issued an order this past week demands that parents and children must be reunited within 30 days and children under the age of 5 returned to their parents within 15 days. By giving such an order, this judge is acting as a healer, restoring these people whose lives have been devastated by officers of the law, their rights as human beings.  It is an attempt to restore them to wholeness.
Earlier, I mentioned that Jesus felt the power go out of him when the woman touched the hem of his robe. Perhaps you have had a similar feeling even though you may not have thought of it in the same way.  

The people all over the country who joined in peaceful protests Saturday were probably tired by the time they got back home.  The power in them had been expended for others.  When you listen to a family member or friend who complains, repeats, complains and explains again what you have already heard, and you listen with patience, your power may decrease, they may feel a healing.  When you get home, you are exhausted and drained of energy.
You may be listening to the anguish of a child being bullied; or the despair of a parent who has lost their child to an addiction or mental illness; or a family member or friend whose marriage has collapsed.  In each case, you become a healer when you offer your presence and your ability to listen.

When you stand with victims of white supremacy or homophobia, or you march for the rights of those seeking asylum, those who need food or paper products or any of the various things we collect for shelters, in each way, you act as a healer.

We listen, we stand, we reach out in prayer because these wounded people are our precious brothers and sisters, children of our Loving God.

We hurt with them. And in our listening, in our standing beside them, in our reaching out, we help them back into right relationship.

It may drain us.  Psalm 34, which we did not use in today’s readings, reminds us that our God hears the cry of the poor.  Every spirit crushed, God will save.  To hearts broken, God is near.

Like Jesus, we may need to take a break and go off alone to pray. Then, refreshed, we return as vessels of hope and healing.
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