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1 Kings 19: 16, 19-21
Psalm 16 

Gal. 5:1,13-18
Luke 9:51-62

Our call to follow Jesus doesn’t come to us in a vacuum. We’re always somewhere, involved with something, connected with someone. It’s a call to do something more, or something less, or even something different, right then and there. It’s a call to change our lives so we can love our neighbor. “Okay,” we say. “I’ll do that.” But first, I have to explain it to my family and friends. I have to finish this job I’m working on. I have to take care of this, or that, or another thing. So sometimes we end up not answering the call. The passage we just heard from Luke’s gospel puts forward the idea that Jesus knew ahead of time that he was going to Jerusalem to be crucified; that God had sent him to earth to die that way for our sins because we ordinary human beings couldn’t possibly get back into a right relationship with God any other way.
But that’s not the way Jesus saw what he was doing. Jesus was fully human. 

Of course, he would have known that he was taking risks, big risks, if he kept on speaking out. He didn’t have to be a fortune teller to know that his straightforward talk about the hypocrisy of his religious leaders would spark arguments and fierce opposition. 

It wasn’t ESP that let him know that the Romans would take violent action 

to put down any unrest that came out of his prophetic presence, especially during the high holy days in Jerusalem. It was common sense, the same kind of understanding we all learn at a very young age. 

We don’t have to be soothsayers to know that we face consequences for breaking the rules. Jesus wasn’t dumb. He knew the teachings of the Torah, and he saw how his religious leaders were acting. The contradiction was obvious, and he had the courage to point it out. He knew that he would be unwelcome in many places by many people, there may be no place to lay his head. 

In another section of the gospel, we read his townspeople had wanted to throw him over the hill. And in another, his family had wanted to put him away. 

But, just like that old story of the emperor’s new clothes, Jesus was the one who spoke the truth about what he saw going on. 

We have been made painfully aware of hypocrisy from some of our church leaders. Clergy sex abuse and its continued cover-up isn’t the first thing that’s happened, and, sadly, it probably won’t be the last. Religious leaders are human, and when they’re in power, as Lord Acton once wrote, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
We also know what can happen if we speak out about injustice. Recent history gives us lots of examples of people who’ve suffered for that. Dorothy Day protesting for the poor and the homeless was jailed. Fr. Roy Bourgeois supporting women’s ordination was defrocked. Dietrich Bonhoeffer opposing Hitler’s terror of  war and genocide was killed.  Just this past week, we continue to find out about children and babies whose parents just wanted safety for them have been put in concentration camps. Right here in the United States. The place where Lady Liberty stands as a welcome beacon for the tired, the poor, the hungry. The very folks Jesus told us we need to pay attention to, the people he told us were children of Abba God. He had condemnation for anyone who would harm one of the “little ones.”
And all across our country, people of color going about their ordinary peaceful business have been beaten, jailed, killed, just because they are people of color.

Yes, we are called. Today’s readings tell us that answering that call will bring change. Yes, it will change the world. And it will change us. It might separate us from our family, our friends, our jobs. We may even be put in jail if we choose to engage in civil disobedience in order to call attention to injustice. 

Wherever we work, wherever we volunteer, wherever we go, when we love our neighbor, we put yourself at risk. Our actions speak our ethics, and some people will not agree with what we’re doing. It could be our own families that don’t agree with what we are doing, but we do it anyway. 

If we want to do what God created us to do, to be what God created us to be, 

then we choose to answer the call to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Then, we are required that we do justice, which makes us work to liberate the poor and oppressed and that puts us at risk because we accept the task of living in the reign of God, here and now. 

We gather today to step back from that work we have been called to do, 

And to rest in the loving acceptance of this community of workers in God’s reign.

We gather to give thanks to Abba God for giving us this work to do. And we pray to Sophia to gain strength to continue the journey and more importantly to remind one another we do not do this alone. We probably won’t be crucified, or even jailed, for standing as witnesses to the Good News, but we can be confident 

that we live in the communion of all the saints who gave their lives loving their neighbors. For most of us, we will love our neighbors and live on to an ordinary, old, and peaceful life. 
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