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Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29
Ps. 67

Rev. 21:10-14, 22-23
John 14:23-29

The past few Sundays Alleluia has been our song and the focus of our thoughts.  Alleluia, Jesus is alive and risen from the dead.  We walked with the disciples on the way to Emmaus, we had breakfast by the lakeshore with Jesus, and we, like Magdalene, know Jesus by the sound of his voice.  Moreover, we too are alive in the hope of resurrection.

Today’s gospel is taken from the portion of John’s gospel known as the last supper dialogue.  It is almost like Jesus is telling his disciples what we might think of as his last will. This special supper was the dinner of friends.  Those present were his friends of choice and very dear to him.  The friends also loved Jesus dearly. This was a little out of character for Jesus because he mostly shared meals with the outcasts and those out of favor. Bu tonight as he shared a meal with his disciples and friends, he offered them the gift of peace.
Peace is so much more than the absence of war, or descension, or argumentation or even disagreement. Peace from Jesus is the gift of total well-being. It is a gift that over rides any past memory of disquiet or fear. It is a permanent peace both life-giving and life sustaining.
The early Christian church had its share of disagreement and differing opinions.  We read today in the Acts of the Apostles, that there was a conflict separating at least two factions of the community. The question had to do with converts from the non-Jewish people, or Gentiles. Did new converts first have to be circumcised and keep the laws of Moses before hey could be baptized as followers of Jesus.  This was no small concern. Some of the Jewish Christians from Jerusalem had come to Antioch, an ancient city in Greece. These Christians had taken it upon themselves to come to visit the church and were telling these converts they had to first follow the law of Moses, then they could be baptized and be considered Christians.  People today do not take kindly when someone comes into an established group and starts telling people what to do. The people in the Antioch community did not take kindly to the interference either.  Paul, who was preaching in Antioch, says quite clearly: This is a matter for the church in Jerusalem.  The apostles and elders do not mince words either: we hear some people have taken it upon themselves to disturb your peace of mind. Judas and Silas were set from Jerusalem to bring official word from the church elders that no such conversion to the laws of Moses was necessary. Peace was restored. One group of people telling some other group what to do is not a new thing in our church. We have several people, famous and not so famous trying to tell others what is necessary to be a follower of Jesus. We have people trying to tell other who they can love and who they cannot. There are people trying to tell others who may come to the Lord’s table and who must stay away, they are unworthy. There are some who want to decide what a woman can or cannot do with her own body. Still others have decided who may or may not lead a worshipping community in its prayer.  So many people who want to disturb our peace.
The church in Jerusalem prayed, recalled the words of Jesus and the inclusive way he acted while he was with them.  Would that our church today might act with such simplicity and grace. Words of wisdom that could offer peace to immigrants especially at our southern border; discarded people living on the margins of our society, poor, or sick, or uneducated, or addicted, or alone or afraid. Where is their peace that is beyond all understanding?
We could allow ourselves to be discouraged or without much hope.  But we do not despair.  We know what we must do as followers of the way of Jesus. Just as the early church prayed to the Holy Spirit read the scriptures and were able to read the signs of their time in order to adjust to change and keep the peace Jesus gave them, we are tasked to do the same.

We apply the teachings of Jesus to the happenings of our day.  The Spirit, as Jesus promised, will be with us to help us learn God’s will for this time in which we live.

Jesus is our role model. He watched what was going on, he thought it over, and prayed about it and talked to others about it. And then he took action, putting God’s Spirit in the happenings of his day.
The early church argued about circumcision and dietary laws. Today we question clergy sexual abuse, women’s ordination, gay marriage and inclusion at the Lord’s table. It will be up to us to watch the signs of the time, read the gospels, pray, talk to each other, and take action.

We do not stand alone, we stand together in prayer in watching, thinking and sharing ideas. When we come together to celebrate the Lord’s supper, we remind one another that the God who loves us and watches over us, continues to bless us with peace.  The peace beyond all understanding to guide our hearts and minds.
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