Homily for Easter III
April 15, 2018

Acts 3: 13-15; 17-19

Ps. 4: 2, 4, 7-9;
I Jn. 2: 1-5a;

Lk. 24:35-48


In today’s gospel reading, the Easter mystery of how new life, vitality and empowerment bud forth from the seeds of woundedness and death continues to unfold. We experience the joy of those who encountered the risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus, who came realize that he was living and present among them at the breaking of the bread. In this passage, we see that they have now suspended their journey, and returned to Jerusalem to find the rest of the disciples, and to share with them the details of their marvelous encounter – only to be interrupted by Jesus himself appearing in their midst, and greeting them all with  “Peace be with you!” Making clear that he was indeed not a ghost, but a living being, Jesus began to open for them anew the scriptures  - writings with which they had been familiar all their  lives. Amazingly, the disciples are now able to move from what they have “known” to what they now “know” through encounter  with the risen One; they are able to move from fear to trust, from doubt to joy, from disbelief to empowerment, from grief to witness, from information to transformation.

Jesus in effect is asking them to focus on what the fact that he lives means for them and for their future as a community of his disciples. Because he lives, his community is not destroyed, but is being restored and empowered to do as he has done in his earthly ministry. The vision of the Reign of God that the disciples already know about is now able to be interpreted by them so that they can understand it in a new way, and to envision their role in bringing it to fruition. 

The resurrection of Jesus is the centerpiece of this story and the linchpin of the disciples’ empowerment to grow the community – as we see them doing with great gusto in our first reading from Acts! In this gospel passage, the risen Jesus leads the way. He models how to create the bonds on which community is built.
If we look closely at this encounter of Jesus with the fledgling community – both on the road to Emmaus and hovering together back in Jerusalem - we see him acting in three different roles. First of all in both settings, he acts as stranger or outsider. He does  not overpower them, but talks with them, is open to them, allowing them to touch him, to get comfortable so to speak with the new reality which he is living. Secondly, you  might say that he moves deftly from stranger to host once a level of comfort is established and the community’s mood is turned to joy. Jesus , the host, now teaches them in a new way, opening their minds to new possibilities for them all in light of his new life. In other words, he empowers them. So, thirdly, he takes on the role of guest, making them the actors, and sending them forth as leaders and witnesses to the Reign of God. He is creating for them a model of ministry which is empowering of them, and with which they can continue to empower others.

What we see Jesus offering his fledgling community  at the very beginning , we are still being offered today. Our call today is to be Christ’s witnesses in this same way in a world that is terribly broken, culturally diverse in a fractious sort of way, and politically polarized. Our message must be one which challenges the world’s wisdom , which says that difference means we need to operate out of fear and to avoid building community with those who are not like us. No. We must claim Jesus’ model of hospitality, openness, patient attentiveness to pain and woundedness, and witnessing to how new life is possible through working together to build up the Beloved Community. Jesus wanted everyone to be welcome at his table and to be empowered. That is why in today’s reading we see him playing the roles of stranger, host and guest. He commands his followers to go out into all the world as his witnesses- offering all people a way to change our collective minds about what is central to our wellbeing – being strangers, hosts and guests, and allowing others to be the same. Jesus’ resurrection message to us all is: “Peace be with you!” He calls us to proclaim this good news in every creative way we can, and to proclaim the possibility it offers us all of reconciliation and peace.

I’ll close by sharing with you something Richard Rohr has written about the bodily resurrection of Jesus and how it empowers him (Richard), and everyone who follows Jesus :
I choose to believe in some kind of bodily resurrection because it localizes the Christ mystery in this material and earthly world and in our own bodies, the only world we know and the world that God created and loves…..
The risen Christ is the standing icon of humanity in its full and final destiny. He is the pledge and guarantee of what God will do with all our crucifixions. At last we can meaningfully live with hope. It is no longer an absurd or tragic universe. Our hurts now become the home for our greatest hopes. 
Amen.
