Rev. Jacqueline M. Clarys, RCWP-USA
Ash Wednesday Home Mass: March 1, 2017

Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community of Central Maryland

Reflection after shared homily with focal point: Lent Poster, Good Ground Press (CSJS, St. Paul)
http://goodgroundpressstore.com/lentposter-40daysofawakening-singlecopy.aspx
Readings ~ 

First: Joel 2:12–18

Psalm Response: “Have mercy, O God, in Your goodness.” (Psalm 51)
Second: 2 Corinthians 5:20–6:2

Gospel: Mathew 6:1–6, 16–18

There’s a sweet feeling in the air tonight, a sense of anticipation and expectancy. It is true that the beginning of anything feels fresh, and new. But, there’s something special about the start of Lent, the liturgical Season that provides a framework for addressing our need for balance. Lent extends her gentle and lovely invitation to enter “The Inner Room,” and to create a period of personal spiritual renewal, patterned after Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and prayer in the desert. The keeping of Lent is something each person does for oneself, yet we do this with the uplifting knowledge that the community takes this walk of faith together. We do it for the sake of all that really matters in life, for Love. For, each of us is aware of the full spectrum of one’s humanity, and recognizes that we are called to conversion. We are called to self-assessment, and to change. It is this process of examination, of looking fully at ourselves with the loving gaze of God, which keeps our hearts open; as the prophet Joel asks, “…rend your hearts, not your garments.” 

The word Lent comes from the Old English word for spring, “lencten,” which is descriptive of the lengthening of the days at this time of year, the faithful’s preparatory time preceding Easter, since around the third century. Like the earth that is slowly warming, we seek to become the warmed, turned, soft earth upon which the seed may fall, germinate, and grow; we seek to be the “acceptable time and place” for this work of pure optimism. We have made ourselves ready to throw our arms wide open, in embrace of this opportunity. We are unabashed in our quest to be an absolutely out-sized return on Grace’s abundant investment in us. 
