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We hear it said that hindsight is 20/20…
but we know that’s not always true. We tend to tell our family and friends about the good times, the high points, the right decisions that we made,
those positive pieces of our life story so that they fit the needs and wants that we have in these times.
We talk about the successes we’ve had, but we don’t always share the mistakes we made.

This weekend our country celebrates MLK Day,
in honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
A lot of us are old enough to remember the 1950s and the long path, though still not completed, to equality in our country.
Even today we know people
who still look at those who are different from them
as inferior. Unfortunately, our church is not innocent.

Archaeology and history tell us that,
like most people in Judea and Egypt two millennia ago, Jesus most likely had brown eyes, dark brown to black hair, and dark brown skin.
Have you ever wondered why depictions of Jesus in our American churches
show him with light-brown hair and white skin. Looking Middle Eastern was not a favorable look.
Our hindsight is not 20/20 on that one.

Today’s gospel reading is an example of how that selective memory worked with our ancestors in faith.

ALL FOUR of the gospels tell us about John the Baptizer. Mark, written about 35 years after Jesus,
tells it simply. He says that Jesus was baptized by John, and that when King Herod put John in prison,
Jesus went back to Galilee and started preaching.

About 20 years after Mark, Matthew wrote
that Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River
IN ORDER TO BE baptized by John, and then Matthew added conversations between John and Jesus.
Biblical scholars say reflect the growing conflict
between their followers.

Luke, the third gospel wrote his gospel about the same time as Matthew, but found a different way
to show John the Baptist as inferior to Jesus.
He added an infancy narrative about John
that identifies him as a prophet expecting the Messiah. Then a long chapter about Jesus’ baptism,
then a family ancestry for Jesus that traces HIM back to Adam.

Finally, John the evangelist,
writing about 20 years after Matthew and Luke,
does not even mention that Jesus was baptized by John. Instead, he creates a long chapter that has John the Baptist say that someone better will come to replace him. The six verses we just heard are part of that chapter.

Scholars also tell us that John’s gospel was written somewhere between the year 90 and 110,
and by that time Jesus’ baptism by John had become highly controversial. Just as Jesus’ followers
had continued to meet and practice Jesus’ teachings,
so also the followers of John the Baptizer
had continued to meet and practice John’s teachings.
The rivalry became intense.  So, because of that ongoing conflict, the gospels show an increasing attempt to picture John the Baptizer as preparing the way for Jesus.  Therefore, in the last of the four gospels, there’s no mention that John had even baptized Jesus.

Instead, it creates statements to show the Baptist himself announcing that Jesus is superior to him.

John the Baptist names Jesus as “the lamb of God” who came to “take away the sins of the world.” Making this connection, Jesus is seen as linked to the prophets of the Hebrew Testament naming the lamb of sacrifice and the suffering servant of God.

Today’s reading from Isaiah that this servant has a universal mission to gather all of God’s people; to proclaim God’s salvation and to be a light to guide everyone.


Jesus did not go around saying he was superior to others or that others were inferior to him.
Over and over we hear that he reached out,
not just to his disciples and other Jewish people,
but to everyone, equally.
We hear his words in the Last Supper speech,
telling his disciples, and us, that we will do even greater things than he did. Dr. King believed the message of Christ and lived by it; some say he died because of it. We remember and honor him today.
So we try to see things with 20/20 vision,
and we try to follow the way that Jesus taught.
It’s not always easy to do, sometimes we get discouraged, or we might become fearful. And this is why we gather week after week: we support one another, we are fed at Christ’s table, nourished and strengthened to continue the work ahead of us as we build the kin-dom where all are welcome.

As Dr. King said in his, speech “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” he gave in Memphis, Tennessee , April, 1968, “I have seen the promised land. I may not get there with you…we as a people will get to the promised land.”
Each of us can make a difference in our own sphere of influence. May we not grow weary. Amen.
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