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For the past three weeks, the gospel of Matthew has provided the parables Jesus used to teach the crowds gathered to hear him. But, more importantly, these stories were to illustrate to the apostles the reign of God. Last week, and the previous week, we listened to stories about seed, soil, and a generous Sower. That generosity knew no bounds: the type of soil didn’t matter, even the yield didn’t matter.

Today’s parables compare the kin-dom of God to hidden treasure, an intense search for perfect pearls and a fisher’s dragnet gathering any and everything in sight. The point in each of these parables is the behavior of the people in each.

In the first parable someone accidentally stumbles across a treasure hidden in the dirt of a field. Scholars tell us that such an even was not unusual.  Because the countries in Jesus’ time were constantly being overrun by other conquering tribes; people were always burying their valuables so they wouldn’t be carried off by an enemy. While you may not have to bury something to keep it safe, perhaps you have had a chance encounter with a person or an event that has changed the course of your life. My personal experience took place over 30 years ago. At the end of a school year, my first year at this school, I was invited to an end-of-the-year luncheon. Because of a previous commitment I declined the invitation. The day before the luncheon, my previous commitment was cancelled. So I went to lunch, met a teacher I had not worked with during the year and we struck up a friendship. Her husband was best friends with a man named Jim Beadles. They introduced us. Life changing for me as well as Jim.
In the second parable, the merchant has been on a life-long search. What the merchant seeks she has not yet found, but she keeps looking. She won’t give up. When the perfect pearl shows up, she sells everything else she owns to be able to buy it.

The third parable is somewhat different from the first two. The owner of the fishing net doesn’t have a certain thing he hopes to find. The net is cast to gather everything and anything in sight. Once collected, the items are sorted. What is of value is kept, what is not is discarded. Jesus compares this sorting to what will happen at the end of time. Choices will be made, somethings will be kept, others will be tossed away. There will no long be an in-between space. The righteous and the wicked will no longer compete. As described in the parable of the seed, the wheat and the weeds will grow up and mature together. Then the wheat will be gathered in for food, the weeds will be burned.
In the parables of todays gospel, Jesus invites the disciples and us to look at the reign of Abba God as being the hidden treasure and the perfect pearl. That reign is not a place nor is it a thing. Instead, it is the relationship, the encounter we have with God.

The utter delight and joy of the people in those two parables is obvious. They have been actively seeking the treasures. Today, we may also find great joy in seeking God. We may deepen that encounter and relationship through prayer, both private and public. We may also pursue it by study, reading or ministering to other. We may even strengthen it by being good stewards of our earth. These are all examples of the way we live and love.

It is in knowing Jesus we experience acceptance, understanding and forgiveness. Having once experienced this, we want to hold on to the Source of this freedom, joy and hope. That makes us seekers on a quest not unlike the people in the parables. Sometimes our quest is fleeting and temporary: the perfect meal, the best vacation, a really fabulous new car. But if we are seeking the kin-dom, the values we seek are hopefully more lasting: dignity, self-worth, peace of mind, joy and love, just to name a few.
Everything we seek may not lead us toward the kin-dom as revealed in Jesus. We turn to the first reading from the book of Kings. Like Solomon, we need only to ask God for a discerning heart, an understanding heart, a heart that acts in another’s interest and not just our own.
God’s heart is revealed in the heart of Jesus. That is a heart which communicated love and inclusion of the stranger, respect for the marginalized and those with not power or influence, and justice for the outcast and those with no voice.

The people of the kin-dom seek the thing that are of real value in life. They are prepared to make sacrifices in order to make them their own. They try to live their lives with virtue and wisdom. Are they perfect? Hardly, but they keep at it. Then their lives become a witness and a blessing for others. They do not stop their search for the things of true value. They never stop making God and the kin-dom present for those around them.
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