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Isiah 42:1-4,6-7
Ps. 29
Acts 10:34-38
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
Today’s feast used to be part of the Epiphany celebration during the season of Christmas. After Vatican II, the feast was given its own day to be celebrated. It signals the end of the Christmas season. Those of us who grew up in the 1950’s may remember the Christmas season lasted until February 2, the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
What we call “Ordinary Time” begins this coming Monday. 

Ordinary Time, what some other Christian churches call “Kingdom Time,” lasts until Lent, then picks up again after Pentecost and goes to Advent. 

Today’s feast celebrates Jesus’ spiritual awakening, his coming to understand his life purpose and direction. He was about 30 years old.  Fr. Art LeBlanc, a Paulist priest, notes a “choice point” is a time when a person decides something that is life changing or life defining. Jesus was about 30 years old. 

Some of us have had several choice points throughout our lives. Some of us may have made choices in our early years, some very recently. For most of us, our choices have followed prayer and reflection. I have had several of those experiences throughout my life, and I’m sure each of you has, too. And we’re still having them! We look back and see that our choices formed the path to where we are now. 

Jesus knew of the work of his cousin, John the Baptist. He preached the baptism of repentance. Many people thought John might be the long-awaited Christ. Jesus went to the Jordan to see for himself what John’s message could mean for his own life.  Along with many others in Galilee, 

he went to hear John the Baptist preach. He listened, and he made the choice to jump in the water. The gospel tells us that while Jesus was being baptized, the Holy Spirit descended on him, reassuring Jesus that he was doing what pleased God. It had a profound effect on him, and he went on retreat—out to the desert to think about what it all meant. 

We don’t question the idea of Jesus being baptized by John, but scholars tell us that first- and second-generation Christians were embarrassed by it. 

Their thinking was that, if Jesus was baptized by John, John must be superior to Jesus, so some of the pieces of our scriptures were shaped to show that, in spite of John’s baptism, Jesus was superior to him. 

The importance of Jesus’ baptism, though, was not that John baptized him 

but that it marked a moment when Jesus committed his life, as Paul puts in the second reading, to go about doing good works, and to teach the word of God. 

As followers of Jesus, we too are called to make an examination of our life and purpose. We too might need to make a decision to go in a new direction. 

Isaiah tells us what we should look for in ourselves as we too are God’s chosen ones.  We should bring forth justice to the nations, not crying out not making our voices heard in the street.  We are not to break a bruised reed, nor a bruised person whose spirit is nearly crushed.  And the smoldering wick of faith which the forgotten and marginalized are barely holding onto, we shall not quench. We are to be the light in the darkness, to bring out prisoners from confinement and to be hope for the people.
Monday we’ll step out of Christmas into Ordinary Time. 

We’ll celebrate Jesus’ way of understanding and making choices and acting on his choices, the Way of a man of prayer, a prophet and a teacher, a healing presence, a beloved child of God. And we will keep on walking the Way with him. 
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