Homily, 19th Sunday OTC, August 11, 2013, Gloria R. Carpeneto
Wisdom 18:6-9; Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-12; Luke 12:32-48
Psalm 33

Today’s readings all seem to be connected around the idea of faith. In Wisdom, we hear that the Israelites had the courage to believe that God would rescue them  from their bondage. In Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, we hear that Sarah and Abraham believed in God’s promise, even when it seemed it that couldn’t possibly be true. And in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells us about the steward who is rewarded when he believes that the master is returning, even if that master is slow in coming back. There seems to be something worthwhile about faith as believing ultimately that all shall be well.

Marcus Borg, the scripture scholar, tells us that from the very early days of Christianity, faith actually had three meanings.  There’s faith as fiducia – radical trust in God. There’s faith as fidelitas – loyalty, or fidelity in one’s relationship with God. There’s faith as visio – seeing all creation as gracious and good.  All three of these definitions are what we see reflected in the readings today …God is trustworthy,  creation is good, and so we can be confident that all shall be well.
But there is another definition of faith, and this one is newer, having been with us only since the Reformation. In the face of threats to the power of our Church, faith began to be defined as right belief. Beginning with the Reformation, and continuing with the rise of science that challenged the Church’s worldview, the definition of faith shifted. Faith became more focused on what we believe about God than on being in right relationship with God and with all of creation. Since the Reformation, we’ve been told that we are people of faith if we believe what we are told about God … of much less importance are the fiducia, the fidelitas and the visio – the faithful, loving trust in the goodness of creation -- that enable us to be in right relationship with God. 

So when Jesus says to us today, Wherever your treasure is, that is where your heart will be, I wonder if that is really a call to a more radical faith than merely assenting to a set of beliefs. I wonder -- is it more faithful to see the face of God in an 
immigrant population, or is it more faithful  to profess belief in the Virgin Birth? I wonder – is it more faithful to believe that God is in the midst of all we do to save our planet from extinction, or is it more faithful to profess belief in Jesus as the one & only Son of the God who is Father?  don’t want to suggest that there’s anything wrong with what we call the deposit of our faith. But if that is the entire treasure of our faith, then that’s where our heart will be. And Jesus says to us today Let that go. Let your heart be filled with more than your traditional beliefs. There’s more than one way of being faith-filled. If these traditional beliefs are your only way of being faithful, then your faith is pretty thin, your faith is pretty bloodless.. 

We’re challenged today to think about what faith means. We’re challenged to ask ourselves if our treasure lies in a post-Reformation assent to a body of  beliefs, or in living day to day as though God really existed, in us and in our world. We’re challenged to reclaim some of those earlier definition of faith, to go back to a way of believing that  is grounded more in trust & relationships than in creed & code. We’re challenged to question whether we have confused right thinking with right living. We’re challenged to  be honest about where our treasure really lies.    

 
I’d like to read you a story about a faith that I believe is radical, about a treasure that grounds people’s hearts. 

[STORY*]


That, I believe, is a radical, living faith. And that is a treasure worth keeping. Now, I invite you to share any thoughts you might have … on these ideas about faith, on the idea of what we might have to let go of in order to have a more living faith, or on the story of faith I just shared with you.  
*See pp. 230-231, Saving Jesus From the Church: How to Stop Worshiping Christ                                and Start Following Jesus, Robin R. Myers, © 2009.
