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Homily, January 19, 2014
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34
Psalm 40

Every now & then, when they need a boost in their pledges, Maryland Public Television will broadcast one of those “oldies but goodies” shows. Recently I was watching one about folk singers; and who came on the stage but Roger McGuinn of the Byrds, singing Pete Seeger’s song taken from Ecclesiastes: To everything turn, turn, turn. There is a season, turn, turn, turn. And a time to every purpose under heaven. Today, as we stand at the beginning of Ordinary Time in our liturgical year, Turn, Turn, Turn might be a good metaphor for us to use as we journey through the liturgical year, individually and as the Living Water Community.
For there is a time for every purpose under heaven in our liturgical year. Back in December, we began with Advent, a time of darkness, waiting for Light to appear. Then we moved into the Christmas season, a time when that long-awaited Light burst in the darkness, manifesting to us that we are never alone, that we never wait in vain. And today, we move into Ordinary Time, a time when our waiting is behind us … a time when we come down from the joy and excitement of manifestation … a time when we are increasingly called to recognize Jesus, and engage in the day-to-day work of following him. 

There are many more seasons to come in our liturgical year, but we’ve already  begun, in the words of Ecclesiastes, to Turn, Turn, Turn. Since the beginning of Advent, we’ve already made three turns on our labyrinthine path to the Center where God dwells. We’ve walked the Advent path of waiting.  We’ve turned, and walked the Christmas path of Christ’s manifesting in the world. And now, today, we take another turn, as we begin to walk the path of Ordinary Time.  In today’s Gospel, we acknowledge  that this Jesus who has manifested himself to us is truly, in the words of John the Baptist, the Lamb of God, the One who takes away the brokenness of our world. And as we respond in our Eucharist, how blessed are we who are called to follow.
Yet this is not just a call to follow from a distance, like we might follow someone on Twitter or Facebook. Our call to follow is a call to action; it’s a call to commitment, a call to continual, on-going response. In our first reading today, we hear God saying to Isaiah, It is not enough for you to be my servant; it is not enough for you to do my bidding. You must be a light to the nations, so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth. Our following of Jesus must be concrete, tangible, something others can see and want to emulate – in short, we must be a light to the nations, Good News for our world. Words and beliefs and creeds will never be enough.
We might not always know exactly how to follow. But I think it’s not coincidental that on the very day that we begin this season of Ordinary Time, this time of living out God’s call to us to be a light to the world, we also celebrate the 6th anniversary of our coming together as the Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community. As St. Ignatius might say, God’s gotta be in here somewhere!   

It’s a lifelong struggle for each of us to know how best to hear & respond to our individual calls. It may be even harder for us to understand how to do this as a faith community. And yet we do seem to have been called together. It feels pretty certain that our coming together for Eucharist is at the center of it all; but where do we go from there? Let’s begin to look forward by looking backward …
Like John the Baptist, over the past six years, we too have come to recognize Jesus in our midst. From our very simple beginnings in two churches in Annapolis & Baltimore in 2008, through our upcoming 16th Community Discernment Day in February 2014, as a community we’ve tried to deepen our relationship with Jesus. We’ve  laughed and cried as we’ve celebrated births and deaths and sacraments, most especially last year when we lost our precious friends Anne and Bill, and Tom and Anna years before that. We’ve prayed together on retreats, and we’ve picnicked together in the park. We’ve celebrated Eucharist in our homes, and in a total of nine different worship sites. We’ve welcomed new members and we’ve said farewell to others we’ve known. We’ve picked apples and potatoes and squash, and we’ve collected & donated just about everything imaginable from shoes to food to clothes to books to stuffed animals. We’ve shared our monetary gifts with nearly 50 individuals and agencies in  need. We’ve given a cairn of friendship to our friends here at St. John’s UCC, and we’ve placed a memorial brick at the base of the Stupa of Peace & Compassion in a Buddhist monastery in Poolesville MD. We’ve broken bread together nearly every week since we came together in 2006.To paraphrase Isaiah from a previous reading, we can say to God We have exhausted ourselves in your service.           
Yet there is more to do. Once again, let’s listen to God’s words to his servant Isaiah and to us today, It is not enough for you to be my servant; it is not enough for you to do my bidding. You must be a light to the nations, so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth. As we follow Jesus, who follows his Abba Father, there’s always the invitation to go deeper. 
Once again, I don’t know that any of us know exactly how to do this, especially as a faith community. What we do know is that walking with Jesus is a developmental path that deepens as we walk it. The more we walk, the more we know; the more we know, the more we walk. Over the next six years, maybe we’ll be called to develop a community that is even more diverse by age, sex and nationality. Maybe we’ll be called to structure our community & our liturgies differently as we grow in size. Maybe we’ll be called to a more direct evangelization, growing not from an avarice for numbers, but from a deep desire to share our vision of a renewed priesthood, a renewed faith community, and a renewed way of being church. Maybe we’ll be called to let go of some of our dreams, and to dream some new ones. Who knows? 
What we can be sure of us is that this day we are beginning Ordinary Time. We are starting a seven-week walk with Jesus where on the next seven Sundays, we will see Jesus calling his first disciples … we will hear him telling us that we’re the salt of the earth and the light of the world … we will be challenged as Jesus redefines old commandments in ways that call us to deeper levels of love and service … and we will end with his words ringing our ears, the last words of the last Gospel in this segment of  Ordinary Time – You must be perfect as your Abba God in heaven is perfect.  It’s not enough just to serve; there’s always a deeper place to go.        
Today, we stand on the verge of the celebration of Martin Luther King Day in the United States. Maybe we can remember what he wrote from his jail cell in Birmingham. We’re told that at that time, Martin wasn’t so sure himself, or his ability to lead a movement. He surely wasn’t certain of what that movement might look like. But one thing he knew, and he wrote it in a letter to his friends -- he said, Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only Light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only Love can do that.”  
So let’s listen to Martin Luther King. Let’s listen carefully to the Gospels as we walk the path of Ordinary Time over the next seven weeks. Let’s resolve to hear and follow Jesus in newer, deeper ways. And as the Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community, let’s resolve to be – truly – what we call ourselves … a faith community with wide open doors, where all are welcome and invited to come and refresh themselves with the living water of Light and Love.    
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