                                                  Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
                                                    First Reading : 1 Kings 3:5 7-12

                                                   Second Reading: Romans 8: 28-30

                                                   Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

In todays, first reading we listen to the inspirational story of Solomon and his wish. Solomon was thinking of all the people. He knew that he was young and had no idea of how to respond to all the needs of so many people. He had all the riches that he could ever want. He needs something that would help to lead the people of his God. Understanding, and the ability not to judge God’s people but to discern the best way forward. It sounds like a great deal God has signed a blank check. All  Solomon needs to do is fill in the amount. Solomon was faced with a choice of himself or others. A we or me decision.
We’ve probably all played the if-you could -have- anything -in- the -world game. But it isn’t that simple. It’s not a game. It is real life. God’s question comes with a dilemma and Solomon’s answer will carry profound consequences. Solomon needed to decide between asking for himself or asking for the larger we, of which he is a part. The question comes to Solomon in the night and in a dream. The answer suggest that it come from deep interior place. We sometimes  are unaware of the choice between me and we as we face the circumstances of our life and world. We tend to focus on what is happening around us rather than what is happening within us,
When situations throw our lives off balance or need to face something that challenges, troubles, or frightens us, we almost immediately begin thinking about a response. What will we do? How will we do it? In some ways these are secondary questions. The primary question is the awareness of others and the interior condition which guide our response. Jesus lived what he taught. Our brother was not a me, me life or teaching So what about us ?  Is our awareness and response limited to me or is it A we awareness and response? 
The answer to that question will likely determine the quality of our relationships and the extent we live in conflict. Look at the world today, watch and read the news, reflect on your own relationships. If there is a conflict there is probably A me attitude.
The choice between me and we exist in marriages, and families. It ‘s part of prejudice and discrimination as well as the hardened moral positions we so often take against another. For where you find conflict, chances are you will see A me life to the exclusion of a we life. 

We all know that A we attitude does not fix every conflict it does change the way we approach each other in the midst of those conflict and debates. It opens our minds, hearts and wills to consider more than just ourselves. It offers new possibilities, and new options. It brings about awareness of and concern for all including ourselves.
Isn’t that what Solomon asked for? He sought an understanding mind to govern and care for God’s people. He wanted the ability to discern the path to go. He recognized that a me attitude could not sustain the kin-dom. His concern was for the kin-dom not himself.

The shift from me to we is not an easy shift We need to let go of the past patterns that no longer work and redirect our attention to a  future that wants to emerge in and through us. That emerging future is the kin-dom of heaven The shift from me to we happen within us before it ever happens outside and around us , hence Solomon’s dream.
So what does the shift look like? What does a  we life look Like?
· A me life is one of power, control and domination. A we life is one of vulnerability, intimacy, and self -giving.

· A me life is characterized rhetoric, frenzied reaction, and isolation, A we life is characterized by silence, stillness, and presence.
· A me life is filled with doubt and fear. A new life is filled with faith, hope and love.

· A me life clings tightly to the past .A we life embodies what might be.

· A me life draws lines that divide. A we life draws circles that surrounds.
