Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   B
Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2:23-24

2 Cor. 8: 7, 9, 13-15

Mark 5: 21-43

For the past two weeks the readings, Mark’s gospel in particular, has invited us to grow in faith, to believe.  Two weeks ago, Jesus told us if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, we could move a mountain. Last week, the apostles were in a boat together with Jesus when a terrible storm with winds tossing the boat came upon them.  The apostles were in fear of their lives while Jesus lay on a cushion fast asleep.  They cried out in fear, Jesus woke up, told the storm to stop and it did.  Jesus asked them, “Where is your faith?”


This week we are given not one, but two examples of people who acted out of their faith.  The woman in the crowd, who remains nameless, takes a leap of faith that crosses over the past twelve years of her life.  We are told she has been suffering from hemorrhages.  At the time of Jesus, in the culture of Judaism, women with any form of bleeding were to be totally avoided.  They were considered unclean.  Anyone who spoke with or associated with her would also become unclean. Her bleeding placed her in a state of perpetual cultic impurity.  That would have prevented her from taking part in any worship, any common activities.  Moreover it would contaminate anyone who touched her; laid on a bed she used, or even sat in a chair she vacated.  Her twelve-year impurity kept her totally isolated.  In the Greco-roman social context, her appearance in public with no companions gives us the clue that her status was that of someone who was shamed.  We are also told that she spent all of her money on doctors who were unable to give her a cure. In the words of the Rolling Stones, she could have sung with complete truth: “I can’t get no satisfaction!”

But, she had heard that Jesus was a healer.  Besides, what did she have to lose?  She follows in the crowd and believes if she can only touch the hem of his cloak, she will be well.



The second person of faith is Jairus, a leader in the local synagogue.  Jairus has asked Jesus personally to come to his home.  His 12 year old daughter is ill.  Jesus and the apostles are on their way through town to go to the house. The woman, however, is not asking for anything, she is just going to touch Jesus’ cloak, no one will be the wiser. What happens next is a bit of comic relief.  The crowd is pushing and shoving to make their way, Jesus is getting jostled on every side.  As the woman touches his cloak, he feels healing power come out of him and asks, “Who touched me?”  The apostles, literal as ever, look at him and at one another and ask: “Are you kidding?  Everyone is touching everyone!”

But the woman knows that Jesus knows and she immediately confesses what she has done.  Jesus praises her faith, sends her on her way completely healed and once again able to rejoin her family and society.


The gospel continues and we also learn of the cure of Jairus’ daughter.


The other readings from Wisdom and from Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth give us a prescription for the way we are to live our lives in faith.


The Book of Wisdom reminds us that all things of the world are made to be wholesome; God has created us to be imperishable.  God created all things to be alive.  We and all creation are modeled on the divine nature.

Paul reminds us that our lives as Christians are a kind of balancing act.  When we have surplus, it is time to share, and when we are in need, someone will step up to share with us.  I don’t believe he was talking about things only, but support and prayer and time as well.  Just as Jesus was rich he became poor for our sake so that we might become rich by his poverty.


So, this week as we go about our ordinary lives in ordinary time, we might try to recognize the divine nature in ourselves and in others around us.  We can give relief to others without making things difficult for ourselves, And like the woman in the gospel, in all our needs, maybe we can reach out and touch the hem of Jesus’ cloak and know that we too can be healed.
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