Homily for Trinity Sunday 2021 (Cycle B)

Over the course of our lifetimes, I am sure that most of us can recollect many homilies that sought to teach us the meaning of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. We were also taught stories from the lives of the saints – St. Patrick comes to mind – who used natural symbols (such as the shamrock, or three-leaf clover), to explain how God could be both One and Three. Very often, what I will call consecutive divine roles in salvation history were assigned to the three Persons of the Trinity. The Father was the Creator; the Son (sent by the Father into the world) was the Redeemer; and the Holy Spirit was the Advocate who was to remain in the world to guide the community of believers. 

All of this supports a theology that sort of assumes that the God of all creation is concerned primarily, if not exclusively, with the Church – the institution that carries forth the mission of Christ. It’s a pretty static and insular view, and it eclipses, I believe, what is really essential in understanding the concept of the Holy Trinity, and what it means for our own transformation.
Happily, there are a number of theology and spirituality writers today who have written about the Trinity, emphasizing that its essence is really not about roles so much as it is about relationship and mutuality. In fact, if we do a little digging, we find that early church leaders, specifically among the Greek Church Fathers, described the Trinity using the term perichoresis (peri – circle; choresis – dance!) Based on that image, today’s revitalized theology of the Trinity makes clear that the Living God, far from existing as a monarch lording it over others, is essentially an action - an overflowing communion of self-giving love. Today’s Trinitarian theology exposes the perversions of patriarchy, racism and other sinful patterns which are part of our daily experience as breaks in community which totally oppose God’s very own way of relating. Indeed, it points to the mystery of the Trinity as a code which is deeply embedded in everything and everyone that exists. 
Franciscan Richard Rohr, in his book entitled The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transformation, draws the reader’s attention to the fact that a story in Genesis about the patriarch Abraham’s hospitality to three angelic messengers from God, inspired a piece of devotional art by a fourteenth century iconographer, Andrei Rublev. The piece is called The Hospitality of Abraham or simply The Trinity. Like all icons, this icon points beyond itself.
(Show icon).

Since angels in scripture represent the essence of the Divine, this icon depicts the Holy One in the form of Three, (the three messengers, if you will),  eating and drinking, in infinite hospitality and utter enjoyment between themselves. Rohr’s comment is that if we take this depiction of God seriously, we have to say “In the beginning was the Relationship.” Their gaze shows the deep respect between them as they all share from a common bowl. Rohr points out that the Spirit’s hand points toward the open and fourth place at the table, and asks if the Holy Spirit might be inviting, offering or clearing space. And if so, for what? and for whom? He also points out that there appears to be a little rectangular hole at the front of the table. That hole, has been largely ignored over time, but some art historians believe there is the residue of glue on that spot, suggesting that there was once a mirror there so that the observer could see him or her self as a fourth invitee!
Rohr’s conclusion is that – Yes, you too, and all of creation are invited to sit at the divine table, and participate in the divine dance of mutual friendship and love! Trinity is all about loving relationship and connection. Our part is to – recognize that we are connected and to remain connected – to be part of the flow of that Love. Rohr says we live naturally within the flow of that Love if we do not resist it. In his own words, 
“Infinite love is planted within humans and all of creation. Everything is attracted to everything: life is attracted to life; love is attracted to love; God in you is attracted to God in everyone and everything else. This is what it means for everything to be created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). God placed this alluring attraction of life toward life in everything that God created. Thus, we might say the Trinity is the soul of creation. Once we allow the entire universe to become alive for us, we are living in an enchanted world. Nothing is meaningless; nothing can be dismissed.”
(Close icon).

Though not explicitly Trinitarian, today’s readings convey that fundamental mystery that the Triune God reaches out to people in love, seeking the deepest communion. In the reading from Exodus, Moses calls the people to realize that the saving God of their salvation in the Exodus experience is indeed the living God of all that is! The Pauline reading from Romans 8 reinforces that the Spirit of God is a spirit of true freedom – the freedom of the children of God – who are heirs and co-heirs with Christ in suffering and in glory. And the gospel reading says that all authority has been given to Christ to fulfill the mission to bring the Good News to all nations – making Christ’s constant resurrected and living presence known. In other words, the shared energy of the Trinity energizes us to live into the very life of the Trinity – of shared love and mutual self-giving, empowered to keep the energy flowing.

The doctrine of the Trinity, understood in this way,affirms that it belongs to God’s very nature to be committed to humanity and its history, that God’s covenant with us is irrevocable, that God’s face is immutably turned toward us in love, that God’s presence to us is utterly reliable and constant. Trinitarian spirituality is one of solidarity between and among diverse persons – all images of the One and Triune God. It is a way of living the gospel paying attention to the requirements of justice, understood as rightly ordered relationships between and among persons, and with all of creation. People can surely meet God within their own cultural context, but in order to follow Jesus, and to enter fully into the Divine Dance, they must cross into other cultures, because that’s what Jesus did in the Incarnation itself.
