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Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Matthew 5:38-48; Psalm 103
Let’s start by listening again to some words from our readings today …

Be holy, for I your God am holy.

Do not exact vengeance on others.
Love your neighbor as you love yourself.


Don’t turn your back on the borrower.

Give to those who beg from you.

Don’t hate your enemies

Pray for those who have hurt you.

The Spirit of God dwells in you.
The temple of God is holy, and you are that temple.


So be holy, just as your God is holy.

It seems to me that even if were ever to lose all the Bibles in the world, and all the holy books of all the other religions, we would still have the sum & substance of the Gospel if we could just keep these few words in mind. To put it even more simply, here’s what I think we heard in our readings today:
God is holy. 
We are like God.  
So we are holy. 
God is love, forgiveness, mercy and compassion.
So when you are loving, forgiving, merciful and compassionate to your brothers and sisters,
You will be like God.
You will be holy.   

We probably wouldn’t be here this afternoon if we didn’t all agree on this. And I know we  all try to live it every day – in the way that we outreach to immigrants, cancer patients, students, clients, people who are addicted or hungry or homeless, our children, our spouses, and even within this Living Water Community … on the whole, we’re not so bad. Really, we’re a pretty good group. We get the message – be holy! – and we try to live it.
And yet it seems that Jesus throws a bit of a ringer in there for us today. Lest we slap each other on the back just a little bit too hard for all the good we do, Jesus has been saying to us for two weeks now  You have heard the commandment that (fill in the blank), but what I say to you is (fill in the blank). In other words, Jesus has been asking us to think about whether we might have become complacent in our living the Law of Love. And then today, as though to bring the point home even more dramatically Jesus says ( in essence …) I ask you – what is so great about doing all the right things that everyone else does anyway? You love those who love you – the Taliban already does that. You are kind to those who think like you – even the members of the Tea Party do that. I am calling you to a newer and higher standard. I ask you to think about those areas in your life where it goes the most against your grain to be forgiving … and loving … and accepting … and compassionate … and peace-filled … and forgiving … and welcoming. And in those areas, I want you to remember that God’s sun shines on everybody, and God’s rain waters everyone’s garden. So if you are going to be holy, you must be like God who is holy. You must live a higher standard than everyday, run-of-the-mill goodness. 
And what is that higher standard? Well, I believe it’s our willingness not to accept things as they have always been for us. Not to accept the law, or the prophets, or tradition, or anything, including our ways of being, without a willingness to look at it twice, trying to see it with the eyes of God, and asking ourselves if we are acting out of holiness or habit. Jesus calls us to the higher standard of being open to the movement of grace, open to change, open to seeing things differently than we might have seen them in the past.  
We can almost hear Jesus say, Maybe this worked for you before, but think about it again – are you now behaving in a way that is holy, or are you behaving in a way that is more habitual than holy? Just as a for-instance, we can develop a holy habit of turning the other cheek when we’re insulted. We can become habituated to giving money to homeless people who approach us on the street. But the higher standard might be to ask ourselves not only what should we do in this situation, but why are we doing it …  is it the only way to respond … can we try to see this situation with the non-habituated Eyes of God?  And not just once, but every time we feel ourselves slipping into a self-satisfied state where we forget that our call is to genuine holiness and not just good behavior. Remember how we started this homily -- Be holy, for your God is holy. 
So at this point, I’m going to give you a few questions I’d invite you to reflect on this week. We’ll talk about them in a few minutes. For now, the questions are these:

· Where is it hardest for you to be like-God holy?

· Where is it hardest to get out of your habituated 
 holy-holy comfort zone these days?

· Where is Jesus calling you to a higher standard?

· Where do you need to ask for grace in seeing with God’s eyes?

Yes, it’s harder to be like-God holy when no one is watching, or when we’re dealing with those we’d like to say are the “bad guys, on the other side, them vs. us.” Yes, it’s harder to confront difficult issues than it is to act of the thoughtless holy habit  of being “patient and loving” as we keep our mouths closed. Jesus might well call us to a higher standard of holiness when we’re dealing with anyone and anything that presses our buttons. And yes, sometimes the grace of God is all that enables us to see even perpetrators with the eyes of God.

 
But that’s being holy. God is holy. We are God’s. We’re made of holiness!  So in the end, do we have a choice? Not if we listen to Leviticus, and Paul, and Jesus today. That’s it. No choice. We are by virtue of baptism and even or spiritual DNA holy. The trick, of course, is to live that.
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