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Readings, in attached liturgy


There’s a little history you might want to know behind the liturgy we celebrate today, a liturgy wherein we pray for the care of creation. In 1989, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios declared September 1 as a day of prayer for creation for just the Orthodox Church. Soon after that, the World Council of Churches extended this one-day feast to an entire month, the Season of Creation, stretching from September 1 (a worldwide day of prayer for creation) through October 4 (the feast of St. Francis, patron of ecology).  In 2015, Pope Francis established the World Day of Prayer for Creation within the Catholic Church to coincide with publishing his encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home.  And in 2019, Pope Francis approved our joining with other Christian churches in celebrating the month-long Season of Creation.
 Earlier this year, the Dicastery for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments approved a new Liturgy for the Care of Creation, and Poper Leo celebrated that first liturgy on July 7 this year.  So that’s where we are today, celebrating caring for creation, 36 years after Patriarch Dimitrios first thought it was a good idea. The liturgy we celebrate at Living Water is, of course, just a tad different from what was approved in Rome. The language s inclusive and the prayers and readings are drawn from different faith traditions and different theologians.  But I’m sure God smiles on us anyway, because we are caring for creation! 

As we celebrate this Mass for the Care of Creation, we are reminded of the words of St. Augustine, St. Bonaventure, St. Hildegard, St. Clare of Assisi and most recently Pope Francis. Each of them teaches that God has written not one but two sacred books -- not only the Book of Sacred Scripture but also the Sacred Book of Nature. For millennia, before there was the printed word, there was nature. We did not always need a first Reading, a Second Reading, a Psalm and a Gospel. We always had nature. We may not all have a background in scripture or theology. But we can each take a walk outside, see a darkening sky, swat at a mosquito, notice a rosebud just about ready to bloom, smell leaves and moss and dirt on a hike through the forest. 

In his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope Francis encourages us to “see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of God’s infinite beauty and goodness.”  And so this afternoon, I’d like to invite you to read that book. If you’re able, please take a walk outside, just for about 5 minutes. Notice the lovely grounds here at St. John’s Grace. Be on the lookout for beauty in what you see and hear, smell and feel, even taste when you’re outdoors. For just five minutes, in silence please, bring your focus to nature and let nature be your scripture. If you’re unable to stand or walk for five minutes, please at least take a walk out front and stay for as long as you’re comfortable, just looking around at what you see. I’ll call you back with a bell.





##########


Welcome back! I’d like us to share our experiences of finding God outside, but  (a) these pews make that a little difficult, and (b) the folks on Zoom couldn’t’ hear you. So I’d like to put those reflections on hold until we have our Social Hour, and just wrap this homily up in a few words.


First of all, please take the liturgy booklets home with you. Please read them through at your leisure this month, and consider them a prayer resource for you during this Season of Creation. 


Second, please get outside this month, but with no agenda except to see the Divine all around you. Thousands of lanternflies are converging to die on the maple trees in my back yard. if you touch them, they’re just a sticky mess because they’re drawing sap from the maple tree to prolong their lives. But to watch them ….well, go find your own lanternflies or something else that speaks to the spark of Life with a capital L that is in all creation.

And last, please keep the celebration going. Remember, we’re celebrating a month of caring for creation, not just a day, and not just one liturgy. A month is a good amount of time to discern where you’re called to help the Earth and all her creatures.   

Our psalm for today might be a good place to end these few reflections on nature and creation and the Divine Nature that is alive in each ecosystem and in each creature. Hear the words the psalmist sings today: 

By the strength of your Indwelling Presence,

we are called to do great things.
Your steadfast love and faithfulness

are ever-present gifts in our lives.

So let the waters clap their hands, and the hills ring out with joy

before the Beloved who radiates love to all the earth.

For love reigns over the world with truth and justice,

Bringing order and balance to all creation.

 Let the hills ring out with joy.
Amen, ALLELUIA
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