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It was almost impossible to listen to the passage from Isaiah this afternoon and not be reminded of the Democratic National Convention this  past week. There was at least one thread that ran throughout the DNC and in today’s first reading as well.  
 In Isaiah, the person of Shebna was introduced to us as an interloper who had somehow risen to power as the overseer of  the king’s palace. Shebna decided who could enter the palace, and who would be kept outside; who would be welcomed and who would be turned away.  In Isaiah, we learned that Shebna was using the perks of his office and the power available to him to line his pockets and the pockets of his friends. Shebna was even so bold as to be digging a fancy little tomb for himself within the palace walls. Clearly, the message is that Shebna was not a nice guy. Somehow, he had come to power; and he was not going to relinquish that power. Even in death, Shebna  was not planning on going anywhere; instead, he would be buried within the very walls of the palace, and his friends and family would carry on in his stead. 

The gist of Shebna’s story sounded awfully familiar to me, and perhaps to you as well. And so it was encouraging to hear God say to Shebna -- through the mouth of the Prophet Isaiah – I am going to dismiss you. Pull you down from your station. Transfer your authority. Give your job to someone else. I am going to put a good man in your place, someone who will care for the people … someone who will be an honor to his family.  And whether that noble person turned out to be Heliakim (800 years before Christ) or Joe Biden (some 2,000 years after), the scriptural message is this – the high will be brought low … wickedness will perish … hope will be restored to the people … God is always God, and in the end, God’s promise of Love will always prevail.


No matter how godawful our circumstances might seem to be, Paul tells us today that all things are from God and through God and for God. Does this mean that God has some kind of master plan and we’re all just playing  bit parts in that plan ? Absolutely not! But God is God – deep, rich, inscrutable, and unsearchable. But it’s our belief in this Immeasurable, inscrutable  God-Who-Is-Love that gives us the hope that the Shebnas  of the world will always be brought low. Wickedness will perish. Hope will be restored to the people. God will see to it that what goes round will come round. Goodness, decency, hope and love will always prevail. But we have a part in making that happen

In today’s Gospel, the people thought of Jesus as a rock star! Jesus  was full of miracles and healings and hoopla, so to them, he was Elijah, come back to save them from the wicked Queen Jezebel. He was Jeremiah, come back to put the hypocritical religious leaders in their place. He was John the Baptist, come back to break the shackles of Roman oppression. It was all about what Jesus could do for them. But Peter  saw beyond all that. Peter saw who Jesus WAS, and not only what Jesus DID. So when Peter said You are the Messiah, and Jesus replied Abba God has revealed this to you, Peter and Jesus were really greeting each other with Namaste – the Divine in one is recognizing the Divine in the other. Together, they are recognizing  that they are One in Abba God. And the keys that Jesus gave to Peter? Perhaps they were not  keys to keep people out of the palace as Shebna had done, but keys to open wide the doors and invite people in to an inclusivity that Jesus was bringing to the world.

For the remainder of his life, Peter would rise and Peter would fall. But Peter had had that Namaste experience with Jesus, and he would remember that. For all his failings, Peter knew he carried the divine spark within him. And so he soldiered on, working to bring that same goodness, decency, hope and love into the world that he had seen Jesus bring. And that is our calling as well.


We have an election coming up. We’ve lived through such difficult times that we  are weary. So just as in Jesus’ day, we might be tempted to look to our candidates as rock stars. We might see them as saviors, and we might hope that if the right people are elected, they  will come in and save us and make everything all better. But it’s not that easy. Our belief must always be in the divine light that dwells within each of us, and the call each of us has to create a world where there is goodness, decency, hope and love  -- no matter who  is elected. And we do this by remembering who we are. As surely as he said it to Peter, Jesus continues to say it  says it to each of us today – Namaste, Craig. Namaste, Beth. Namaste, Lance. Namaste, Joan.  
    
For a while now, we’ve been a lot like the Hebrews in exile who sat by the rivers of Babylon, playing their harps and weeping. It’s been a hard four years. But what we have today is a hope that those Hebrews didn’t have. We have the power of the Living Christ, who greets us with Namaste, reminding us of the Divine indwelling in each of us,  reminding us that we are one. And so we pray unceasingly  for peace. We work in whatever ways we can for justice. We vote our consciences.  
And in everything, we hope in the God of Mary, the God of her Magnificat who will always bring down the mighty from their thrones; lift up the lowly; fill the hungry with good things; and send the rich away empty. We hope in the God of Isaiah who restored compassionate leadership to the people. And we place our hope in the Abba God of Jesus, to whom we pray, and from whom we hear, Namaste.   
Takeaway: We say Namaste to the God Who Is Love, recognizing that  we are one in and with that God. So when we love, we manifest Abba God in the world, and can turn the tide of whatever evils exist.   
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