Second Sunday Ordinary Time, Year C
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Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 96: 1-3; 7-10

1 Cor. 12:4-11

John 2:1-11

In preparing the homily for this week, it would be almost too easy to connect the first and third readings with the words “these readings are about weddings.” 

But they are not. 

John’s Gospel is known by scripture scholars as the Gospel of signs.  Throughout the gospel, Jesus reveals himself by miraculous works.  The wedding feast is the water made into wine. In later chapters, Jesus multiplies the loaves and the fish for the multitudes who have spent the day listening to his teaching.
The wedding is the metaphor that the evangelist John uses to show the first of Jesus’ seven “signs,” the sign that reveals Christianity as replacing Judaism. 

John’s message comes through in the details, like the fact that these are not wine jars, but stone water jars, the vessels that were used for Jewish purification rites. 

According to the Law, once wine had been poured into those water jars, they could no longer be used for the Jewish ritual. The six stone jars had been empty symbolizing a religion that had been empty—and they were waiting to be filled with something new. The metaphorical meaning is that, once Jesus’ teachings 

were poured into the hearts and minds of his followers, they would replace the old rules and the old teachings. 

Biblical scholar Reginald Fuller connects this Gospel passage to what was going on at the time John was writing. It was a time when the followers of Jesus 

were being kicked out of synagogues, and some Jewish Christians were hiding their new belief in Jesus so they could keep from getting kicked out. 

Fuller says that John’s purpose with the seven “signs” was to show Jesus as a messianic prophet, recalling Moses, Elijah, and Elisha. 

John was trying to get Greek-speaking Jews to convert openly to Christianity. 

He wanted those catacomb Christians to say out loud, with their actions and with their voices, “My religion is better than your religion.” 

That wedding metaphor wasn’t new in Judaism. It was used by Isaiah in the first reading where the Jewish people, exiled in Babylon, are promised justice and freedom in the metaphor of a marriage with Yahweh. Yahweh promises to take them away from desolation and oppression. Yahweh invites them into intimate relationship. 

Paul is writing to the people of Corinth reflecting what was going on there at the time. Just as John and Isaiah did in the other readings pointing out what was going on in their midst. Today’s passage makes it clear that the Spirit gives each of the gifts for the common good. Some of the people in Corinth thought their gift was more important to the community than a gift someone else had.
In short, the people were saying, 


“God likes my gift better than your gift!” 

We have heard that before—remember Cain and Abel?
What’s going on in our times? Our culture still suffers from the idea that people who go to college are better than people who don’t; that people who have lots of money are better than people who have less; that people whose skin is light are better than people whose skin is darker. My gift is better than your gift!  Our church still suffers from the idea that the call to the priesthood is greater than the call to marriage or the single life. My call is more important than your call.
We hold to the truth that we are all equal before God, each of us a child of our loving God. Our readings today tell us that God invites everyone, no matter who, into relationship. The Spirit of God is in us, and we celebrate the presence of God’s Spirit every time we eat the bread and drink the wine of communion. 

We celebrate it when we show love to our family and friends and neighbors. 

And we celebrate it when we forgive one another, when we reach out to strangers, 

when we help people in need. 

John has Mary, Jesus’s mother, draw attention to the needs of the bride and groom when she says “They have no wine.”  Our role as followers of Jesus is to be on the lookout for those around us who “have no wine.” You may have heard of Chef Jose Andres. He is a man who is looking around. He began with the victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico.  They have no food.  Let’s find a way to get food to those who have none.  He has just opened a place to feed federal workers in our area who have been affected by the government shut down. They have no wine no food and no paycheck. 
We listen to the word of God, and we are inspired to embrace our world with all the love and good things that God gives us. Each one of the people around us is a child of God, invited by God to be in relationship with God and each of us. We must pay attention to their needs.
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