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Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23; Psalm 104, Adonai, send forth Your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Today is Pentecost! And Andrea and I are all decked out in our reds. Because today is a day of fire, and a fire that becomes more intense when the wind blows oxygen into that fire. Today, we hear about what can happen when wind blows through our hair, and fire lights up our hearts. 

Today is Pentecost! And we’ve been on quite the journey since the early in Lent, when we were there on Mount Tabor with Peter, James and John to witness Jesus’ transfiguration. On that day, we saw Jesus fully transformed, fully in-spirited. That Transfiguration was Jesus’ Pentecost. For just a few seconds, while still in his humanity, Jesus manifested the fullness of his divinity. He became what we can all become – completely identified and one with the Divine Presence. 

Today is Pentecost And throughout our journey toward Pentecost, Jesus has been massaging our hearts, tenderizing them with the good news of the Gospel, preparing us to be ready to receive his Spirit fully.  

Today is Pentecost! And so we wait. Huddled together in pews at St. John ‘s Grace UCC, we hear the wind, we feel the fire. And suddenly, there is the voice of Jesus. Our hearts are on fire as he says to each of us, Peace be with you. As Abba God has sent me, so I am sending you. 
Today is Pentecost! And here is the message of Pentecost -- This day, Jesus empowers us to play with Fire. This day, we can continue to live with our belief that the human Jesus is a wise and compassionate man who shows us how to live a good life. But we can also begin to explore how this human Jesus has opened us up to the Universal Christ, who lives in all Creation, and manifests the Divine. When we believe that the presence of the Holy Spirit is the presence of the Christ is the presence of Life is the presence of the Divine … we begin to play with Fire!


Today is Pentecost! And suddenly, mediocrity is no more. To be on fire is literally to be the Presence of God in the world. It is to live a life so saturated with the Divine, that people know the Oneness and the Unity of God when they know us – no matter our language, our culture, our gender, our age, our education, our life experience, our creed. Those in the Upper Room on Pentecost were empowered to play with the Fire of God’s Presence, and that Presence came out in words that went beyond language. 

Today is Pentecost! And the question for us today is this – do we welcome the Fire of the Spirit into our lives? Individually and as a community, do we merely tend that flame, or do we fan it until it becomes dangerous – dangerous to our status quo …  dangerous to what we have always believed about God … dangerous to who we have always believed ourselves to be? Does that flame burn small and steady in our individual daily acts of goodness or does it erupt into a profusion of those many gifts that Paul told his Corinthian community that they had received, quote, “as a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 
Today is Pentecost! And I’d like to think that Paul’s words will find a home in our hearts today. Among us, we have many gifts and many ministries, but Divine Energy inflames them all for the formation of one body … one community … one family on fire with Love.  Like fire starters that inflame the kindling that inflames a bonfire, the Holy Spirit is that fire starter that gets it all rolling. And the Holy Wind of Pentecost catches those flames and pushes us out the door to share our Fire with the world. 

Today is Pentecost! So how appropriate is it that we celebrate our Living Water Community today by introducing our Spiritual Autobiography to the congregation gathered here this afternoon as we remember the story of that first Christian community on that first Pentecost. I hope you each have received a copy.
Our Spiritual Autobiography tells the story of this community from 2008 through 2023. It’s not a journal or a history or a chronicle or even a memoir. It is spiritual autobiography, a unique genre of literature that, according to Wikipedia, follows the believer from a state of damnation to a state of grace. In our case, we were never in a state of damnation! But over the years, we have been led to grace upon grace. Over our fifteen years as a faith community, perhaps the most important thing that we have learned is that Eucharist is a verb and not a noun. As a community, we have become Eucharist to one another, and that Eucharist, that verb, that community of faith, continues to be fanned by Wind and the Fire of the Holy Spirit.

I hope everyone who considers Living Water to be their home will take the time to read our Spiritual Autobiography and be grateful to God for the community we have become to one another. Over the years, we have moved from place to place. We have experienced challenging times and easy ones, sad times and happy ones. But we remember that the truth of the Pentecost story is that it didn’t only happen on one day 2000 or so years ago. It continues to happen – every moment, every hour, every day – to those who allow themselves to be touched by the reality of what is at the core of the Pentecost experience, that is, that the Divine Presence dwells in us. God lives in the threads we have woven together to form our Living Water Community. Our fifteen years together are only the beginning of our story. Pentecost Fire and Wind continue to make us present to the world.   

I’d like to end these reflections with the prayer that concludes our Spiritual Autobiography. It is the prayer to the Spirit that we prayed at the beginning of each of our synod conversations in 2022. And it’s a good Pentecost prayer for us today. If you’re able, I’d invite you to stand so that we might pray it together. 

Spirit of Life, Spirit of Truth, 
Spirit of Freedom, Spirit of Love, 
whenever we gather it is in your name, 
as we ask that you make your home in our hearts.

May all that we do be grounded in love 
and in our desire that your Church become
a welcoming beacon of God’s Love, 
a sure promise of Christ’s Compassion, 
and a sign of your unifying Presence
in us and in all Creation.

May we be Living Water in your world, 
assured of your Being among us, within us, 
before us, behind us,
over us, under us, around us, 
now and forever.
AMEN.
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