Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily, January 17, 2021
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B

1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19; 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20; John 1:35-432; Psalm 40, Here I am, Adonai, I come to do your will.

Whenever I hear the story of Samuel’s call  that we read this afternoon, my first thought is that Samuel was given a pretty sweet deal. As a youngster, Samuel had been dedicated to Temple service, so he’d lived in the Temple nearly his entire life. He slept  near the Ark of the Covenant where the Spirit of God dwelled. And when Samuel heard his name being called in the night, he had a mentor --  a spiritual director if you will – to tell him not only what that call meant, but also how to respond. As I said – a pretty sweet deal … and don’t we all wish for that. Don’t we all wish that the call of God we long to hear could be so plain, so clear, and so simple that we too could say, “Here I am, I‘m listening.”.


  But as we see in John’s Gospel today, that’s not the case for those who would follow Jesus. We are free-er than young Samuel to make our own choices. So when two disciples break away from John and start trailing behind Jesus, he turns around and notices them. But instead of sending a clear message to them, he asks for an answer from them. “What are you looking for?” And when they say they want to know where he lives, he says “Come and see.”  

Now scripture scholars pretty much across-the-board tell us that John’s is a mystical-if-not-mythical Gospel. We interpret it literally at the risk of losing its deeper meaning. In particular, John’s verbs of perception – seeing, hearing, tasting – almost always have a deeper meaning. So when Jesus says, “Come and see,” he’s not just inviting these potential followers to check out his man cave. No,  in John’s Gospel, that invitation to come and see is an invitation to know the place where Jesus dwells. Jesus’ come and see is an invitation to enter deeply into the heart of God, which is exactly where Jesus dwells. 

For the rest of Samuel’s life, his call was direct and clear. Whatever words Samuel said came directly from God, and as scripture says, None of Samuel’s words remained unfulfilled . It was God’s mouth to Samuel’s ear. Once again, wouldn‘t that be loverly?

But an invitation to come and see is a lot more difficult. A call to dwell in the heart of God, and then bring that dwelling back into the world is not so easy. Just ask Sr. Susan Francois, who’s a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace, who was recently interviewed in America Magazine. 

In January 2017, Sr. Susan pledged that she would offer a public prayer for Donald Trump, on Twitter, every day throughout his presidency; and her last tweet will be on January 20, as he’s leaving for Florida. She said that she started out praying that he would have the grace to repent of all his sins, especially not  releasing his tax returns. But over time, open to grace, she came to realize that her prayers couldn’t be just passive-aggressive, transactional ones. Long story short – over four years of praying on Twitter every day, Sr. Susan  came to know deeply that Donald Trump  was a child of God, just as much as the children he kept in cages. Over time, she tweeted the words of her prayers  each day only when her heart was truly able to wish the highest good for the President, as well as for those children.  When Jesus said to Sr. Susan, come and see, she found the heart of God in her Twitter account, and dwelling there was transformational for her.

Following that invitation to come and see will be a unique journey for each of us. And unlike Samuel, it’s not likely we’ll hear our name in the middle of the night, followed by a set of instructions. Does God invite me to service? Does God invite me to prayer? Does God call me to witness to the truth? Or is my invitation to music-making or bread-baking or love-making? It’s never easy to know exactly how to respond to the call to come and see.  But whatever the invitation,  we may be assured that if we take the time to dwell where Jesus lives – in silence, in the heart of God – we’ll emerge just as Andrew did. With Andrew and with Sr. Susan, we will be able to say I have found the Messiah, the Anointed One. 
It can be a little unnerving to reflect on what will our lives be like if we accept Jesus’ invitation to come and see, especially when we don’t know what the outcome of that will be. But Franciscan Sister, Ilia Delio, shares a thought for the new year that I find encouraging. She says …
Do not let the mystery of the unknown hold you back from life. Engage that mystery by approaching, accepting and living in it. … Now is the time to live, to wonder, to dream new dreams, to hope, to be a bit crazy at times, to turn off the routine road of life and try a new path. Nothing can be more depressing than living like a machine, in  the routine, predictable sameness of a closed, bounded existence. Machines wear out, but living things move on. Life feeds on creativity and adventure because God is creativity and adventure. So be Godly. Be wild in love, reach out beyond your comfortable borders. Let 2021 bear witness to a new type of person, homo universalis, the person of deep interconnectedness, deep compassion, deep mercy, deep forgiveness, and deep creativity.

In other words, even in these turbulent times of political and social unknowing, don’t hold back. Be the person who follows Jesus invitation to come and see. If we do, then our lives will be a testament to the Holy One whom we are sure to find living where Jesus dwells. Amen. 

Homily Divina: Jesus’ invitation to come and see will always lead us to the heart of God, and our call to loving presence in the world.     
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