Bullets for Homily for Epiphany
· Epiphany is the culmination of the Christmas gospel. It is the adult side, if you will, of the message of peace and goodwill because, in addition to joy,  it includes a hint about the cost of daring to proclaim such a message. Beyond the awe and wonder of the birth, the Epiphany story speaks to what underlies our ability to hear the Good News or not.
· Isaiah, speaking to Jerusalem as the end of the Babylonian exile draws near, joyfully exclaims, “Arise, shine, for your light has come….The nations come to your light, and the leaders to your dawning brightness…. Your daughters and your sons journey from afar.”(Think of the Babylonian king, Cyrus, supporting the return of the exiles to Jerusalem and offering to help restore the Temple)! Conservative Evangelical supporters of Donald Trump have compared him to Cyrus – a kind of sketchy guy who does some surprisingly good things! However, Isaiah’s message is a message of God’s intervention in the mix, using Cyrus, if you will, to effect a divine transformation of Jerusalem and its people. Furthermore, this transformation involves a unification, the various peoples are becoming one – indeed seeing themselves as a reflection of one another.
· Paul’s message conveyed to the Ephesians is simple but eloquent. The mystery of Christ is that all are brought into one by him. “The Gentiles are heirs as are we (the Jews), says Paul; they are members of the body as are we; and partakers of the promise of Jesus the Messiah, as are we.”

· Matthew describes astrologers (readers of the stars) who arrive in Jerusalem from the East, seeking the newborn king of the Jews, having followed his star in its rising. They go to Jerusalem to confer with King Herod and his astrologers, and then on to Bethlehem based on what they had just learned of Jewish prophecy concerning the Messiah.
· Matthew paints the epiphany as a divine intervention in the midst of human history – the birth of Jesus being an incarnational event that involves the daily experience of simple and humble people as well as erudite people who are focused on seeking truth beyond the rational - people who are willing to be transformed into vessels of God’s purpose and blessing (e.g. the shepherds, open to hearing the song of the angels that others did not hear, and the  Magi open to following the star).   
· Matthew makes a case for theology from the underside or the margins of history. This is a theme of Peruvian liberation theologian, Gustavo Gutierrez. Gutierrez writes that God comes into human situations and achieves the miracle of power and wisdom. Blessed are those, he says, who are graced to realize that they are privileged in the divine plan as Jesus proclaims in the Beatitudes, that God raises the poor and the marginalized from the dust, bringing justice and equality to them. 
· The star is a symbol of direction and knowledge for the Magi, not a rational scholarly knowledge, but a manifestation of God’s guidance – the light for the way. Relate that sort of knowledge to Isaiah’s “your light has come,”  and to Paul and Matthew’s Christ, the Light of the world). The star is the universal sign of hope and vision for humanity.

· The exile of the Holy family, which follows this narrative of epiphany in Matthew’s gospel, is a powerful story of migration, marginalization and displacement, and of God’s taking part in that very human tragedy which to this day has not ceased to plague our world. God, by participating in that marginalization, thus forms it into a call to action on our part! Jesus, the marginalized migrant, in living out his call in the face of opposition transforms suffering into joy. Do we seek him there? Do we follow him there? Do we want to participate in the work of transformation which very often seems endless?
· There were those who encountered the Jesus event who were open, who were seekers. There were others who saw him as rocking their boat – threatening their power or status. Herod is the poster boy for this attitude. Herod’s chief characteristics represent the antithesis of openness to transformation. He is fearful, and therefore, cruel, vicious, paranoid and deceptive – bent on remaining in control. The Magi and their mission are a severe threat to Herod’s wobbly power, propped up by the Romans. The upshot of Matthew’s description of the situation is a poignant portrayal of the need for the coming of a ruler who would shepherd rather than ravage the flock of Israel.
· What about us? What is our response to God’s invitation to walk in the light? To become faithful seekers?  To overcome our tendency to stay with what is familiar? What is safe? What gives us a sense of security? Are we like the shepherds and the Magi – holding onto the proclamation of the angels and following the star to wherever it leads? Or can we sometimes be like the Jewish astrologers employed by Herod, whose sense of security says stick with what I have, and don’t venture too far? I don’t want to have to find another job, and besides maybe I can stay on the payroll and still have an influence on the tyrant! Matthew makes clear that the revelation of Messiah Jesus cannot be ignored; it requires a response which sometimes causes us to be a bit unsettled. Jesus’ being born into the world pushes people one way or the other, implies Matthew. Those who seek him are called to stay the course and, despite stops and starts, continue to follow on the journey.
· We need to ask ourselves - what does God use to draw us to seek him? Is it  circumstances, our work, our relationships, perhaps a health crisis, or an unexpected turning in the road? No matter what it is, it is something that disturbs our settledness even as very committed people. Do we sometimes feel a bit weary, and convince ourselves that we already know a great deal and perhaps are not required to grow in our spiritual path? Do we feel we are very committed to justice and become exhausted in the process - leading us to “settledness”? Perhaps what we need to realize is that we can offer even that “weakness” of exhaustion as our staying on the path on that particular day? Are we sometimes settled into self-satisfaction because we have many established resources? Does our rootedness in the life of prayer somehow turn to routines, not allowing us to be responsive to new movement of Christ in our lives? Or have we perhaps been spiritually wounded, causing us to “settle in” and nurse our wounds instead of acknowledging the sinfulness that might have caused them, then, allowing ourselves to forgive ourselves and others, allowing ourselves to be transformed and to move on? 
· This Epiphany, let us choose to be compassionate with ourselves and with others, and allow God to work with us where we are each day. Let us resolve to be seekers and finders in perpetuity. Why? BECAUSE our loving God has FIRST sought out and found us. Thanks be to God!
