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Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark13:24-32; Psalm 16, Protect me, O God, because I come to you for safety.  


Those of us who were here for our Adult Faith Formation afternoon last Saturday  learned two very important terms regarding scripture. The terms were timely and timeless. And what we learned was that as we read any holy wisdom books from any faith tradition, including our own, we’re always challenged to sift out what is timely and what is timeless. 

In reading the Hindu holy books, for instance, do we believe  that Lord Krishna actually made love to every one of the millions of beautiful milkmaids he ever encountered in his life? Or do we believe that this story gives us a picture of the immensity of the love of Lord Krishna for all creation? The first belief would be timely, belief in a story literally growing out of a particular point in time, and  loaded with history, culture, politics, race, class and gender distinctions in an ancient civilization. The second belief, though, would be timeless, belief in a story that touches us deeply as truth – God’s love is boundless, limitless, given freely, scandalously available to all, even humble milkmaids. In looking for divine truth in scripture, we can often just drop the literal meaning of the lurid details on the page, and scoot around behind them to see how God is speaking through those very humanly-constructed words.  
It seems to me that distinguishing between what is timely and what is timeless is never more important than when we read apocalyptic literature in the Bible. That literary genre contains predictions of  what we sometimes call  “end times,” usually delivered by someone claiming to have been gifted with that vision. We know that apocalyptic literature abounds in the Book of Daniel, our first reading this afternoon. And we know that it abounds in the New Testament, in the Book of Revelation, as well as in the predictions Jesus made in Mark’s Gospel this afternoon. But how much of it is  timely and how much timeless? 
Science has proven many apocalyptic predictions timely; what was seen as possible and true then simply isn’t possible and true now. It was a product of the times. Only those preachers who actively shun science continue to preach in literal terms of the sun darkening, the moon losing its brightness, the stars falling from the sky, rivers and lakes of fire opening up to engulf sinners, mountains falling on those trying to escape as our world comes to an end. There’s no timeless truth to that.   
But what is the timeless truth behind all of these predictions? What timeless baby can we save as we thrown out the timely bathwater of what are called “predictions of end times?”

One thing we might remember as we read apocalyptic literature is that we are human beings whose lives move in cycles that repeat themselves over time. In the lives of the biblical patriarchs and matriarchs like Noah, Abraham, and Sarah; in the lives of the Israelites; in the lives of the early Christians; in the lives of colonizing nations; in our own country; and in our own lives – we are bound, we struggle, we are free again. And over time, we are bound again, we struggle again, we are free again. If you don’t believe that we repeat this cycle of imprisonment-through-freedom over a lifetime, just take a look back sometime at your journals from 10, 20, or 30 years ago. I promise   you’ll find that over the years, you have been writing again and again about the very same cycle of things. Things were great. Things went south. Things started looking up again. History moves in cycles. We are cyclical people. Nothing wrong with that; it’s all good.

And it’s all good because of the timelessness of the truth that Jesus promises us in Mark’s Gospel today -- God is always near, right at the door, never not with us. We may not know  the day or the hour when things will change. But we know they will, and we know that wherever we are in the cycle of life, God is always there, promising new life – life as green as the new leaves on that fig tree Jesus was talking about. 
All of those signs that Jesus alluded to today – they aren’t to be taken literally  as signs of our demise, or the demise of the world. Instead, they are signs of our re-creation. We will often see ups. We will often see downs. In our lives, we will often see times so bad that we think heaven and earth are about to pass away. But because we know  the Promised One is right there with us, through it all, we have hope. We read and acknowledge the signs, but we have hope in the God who is with us.   
Apocalyptic literature isn’t about predicting the future. It’s about learning to live in the now. Sure, Jesus will come with great power and glory to defeat his ancient enemies  of hatred, injustice, poverty, famine, warfare and disease. But the timeless truth is that he will come because we will never cease working in the here and now  to put those enemies in their place. They will become a footstool of the Promised One because we, the Body of Christ, will make that so. And it won’t be at the end of the world as we know it; it will be right now, hour by hour and day by day.

We shared a lot today about deepening our relationship with God and with each other. I believe if we really put our hearts into that, we will find all the courage and support we need to be Christ present in the world today, not worried about end-times, but living in the moment, in the timeless truth that is exactly where God dwells. AMEN.
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